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.... I take my vow that I shall lay down may life in defence of our land.

Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
(14th April 1891 - 6th December 1956)
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“For I am of the opinion that the most vital
need of the day is to create among the mass of
the people the sense of a common nationality,
the feeling not that they are Indians first and
Hindus, Mohammedans or Sindhis and Kanarese
afterwards, but that they are Indians first and
Indians last. If that be the ideal then it follows
that nothing should be done which will harden
local patriotism and group consciousness.”
—(P. No. 66)

—Dr. B. R. Ambedkar



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-01.indd

MK

SJ+YS

11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013

v



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-01.indd MK  SJ+YS  11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013

DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
WRITINGS AND SPEECHES

VOL. 17
PART ONE

DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR AND HIS
EGALITARIAN REVOLUTION

PART ONE

STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-01.indd

MK

SJ+YS  11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013

BLANK

VI



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-01.indd MK  SJ+YS  11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013

DR. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR

WRITINGS AND SPEECHES
VOL. 17

PART ONE

DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR AND HIS
EGALITARIAN REVOLUTION

PART ONE

STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Edited by

HARI NARAKE DR. M. L. KASARE

N. G. KAMBLE ASHOK GODGHATE

Vil



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-01.indd MK  SJ+YS  11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013 VIII

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar : Writings and Speeches
Vol. 17 (Part-1)

First Edition by Education Department, Govt. of Maharashtra : 4 October, 2003
Re-printed by Dr. Ambedkar Foundation : January, 2014

ISBN (Set) : 978-93-5109-064-9

Courtesy : Monogram used on the Cover page is taken from
Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar’s Letterhead.

©

Secretary
Education Department
Government of Maharashtra

Price : One Set of 1 to 17 Volumes (20 Books) : ¥ 3000/-

Publisher:
Dr. Ambedkar Foundation

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India
15, Janpath, New Delhi - 110 001

Phone : 011-23357625, 23320571, 23320589

Fax :011-23320582

Website : www.ambedkarfoundation.nic.in

The Education Department Government of Maharashtra, Bombay-400032
for Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Source Material Publication Committee

Printer

M/s. Tan Prints India Pvt. Ltd., N. H. 10, Village-Rohad, Distt. Jhajjar, Haryana



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-01.indd MK  SJ+YS  11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013 IX

weahE T

Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment
& Chairperson, Dr. Ambedkar Foundation

Kumari Selja MESSAGE

Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the Chief Architect of Indian Constitution was
a scholar par excellence, a philosopher, a visionary, an emancipator and a true
nationalist. He led a number of social movements to secure human rights to the
oppressed and depressed sections of the society. He stands as a symbol of struggle
for social justice.

The Government of Maharashtra has done a highly commendable work of
publication of volumes of unpublished works of Dr. Ambedkar, which have brought
out his ideology and philosophy before the Nation and the world.

In pursuance of the recommendations of the Centenary Celebrations Committee
of Dr. Ambedkar, constituted under the chairmanship of the then Prime Minister
of India, the Dr. Ambedkar Foundation (DAF) was set up for implementation of
different schemes, projects and activities for furthering the ideology and message
of Dr. Ambedkar among the masses in India as well as abroad.

The DAF took up the work of translation and publication of the Collected Works
of Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar published by the Government of Maharashtra
in English and Marathi into Hindi and other regional languages. I am extremely
thankful to the Government of Maharashtra’s consent for bringing out the works
of Dr. Ambedkar in English also by the Dr. Ambedkar Foundation.

Dr. Ambedkar’s writings are as relevant today as were at the time when
these were penned. He firmly believed that our political democracy must stand on
the base of social democracy which means a way of life which recognizes liberty,
equality and fraternity as the principles of life. He emphasized on measuring the
progress of a community by the degree of progress which women have achieved.
According to him if we want to maintain democracy not merely in form, but also
in fact, we must hold fast to constitutional methods of achieving our social and
economic objectives. He advocated that in our political, social and economic life,
we must have the principle of one man, one vote, one value.

There is a great deal that we can learn from Dr. Ambedkar’s ideology and
philosophy which would be beneficial to our Nation building endeavor. I am glad
that the DAF is taking steps to spread Dr. Ambedkar’s ideology and philosophy
to an even wider readership.

I would be grateful for any suggestions on publication of works of Babasaheb
Dr. Ambedkar. .

(Kumari Selja)
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CHIEF MINISTER Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032.
Date : 29th August 2003

MAHARASHTRA

FOREWORD

It gives me immense pleasure to write foreword to this 17th
volume of Writings and Speeches of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. I
consider it my privilege to see that Govt. of Maharashtra have
undertaken the task to publish the Writings and Speeches of
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. To publish these volumes means to
boost up the renaissance and the Government of Maharashtra
has every reason to take pride in carrying out this noble task.

Dr. Ambedkar was determined to bring revolutionary
changes in the national life of India. We all know that, in India
there existed a traditional social set up which was held under
the tentacles of caste-ridden graded inequality for centuries
together. It was like pond of stagnant water. Dr. Ambedkar
wanted to bring a complete change in social, economic and
political life of the Indian Society. He experienced that, his
millions of people were deprived of even basic human rights.
He fought relentlessly for these rights till his last breath and
succeeded in securing them. Social justice was the corner stone
of his movement. He was the harbinger of human rights.

He believed that democracy was not only a form of
Government, but it was essentially a form of society. He wanted
a society based on democratic values. He gave a gallant fight
against orthodoxy to obtain these rights. He is the pioneer
of democracy in India. The Constitution is the core of our
national life. He always insisted upon egalitarian society. It
was his conviction that political, social and economic changes
can be brought about only through Constitutional means.
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Unlike other great thinkers of the world, Dr. Ambedkar was
not an abstract thinker. He participated actively in political and
social activities. Being the Chairman of the Drafting Committee,
he burned the midnight oil to draft our Constitution. Through
this Constitution, he endowed the human rights to all those
who were exploited and deprived of the basic rights. During
his tenure as a Labour Minister his work for the upliftment
of labour class is invaluable and unparalleled.

Dr. Ambedkar’s life is a saga of his relentless struggle
against the orthodox society. The society was based on the
impregnable citadel of conservatism, inequality, injustice and
exploitation. His approach was based mainly on social justice.
He proved to be the liberator and saviour for the millions of
Indian people. He believed that, his countrymen would some
day realize that, the country is always greater than the person.

This volume envisages his vital role in nation building. He
was associated with all the historical events like South Borough
Commission, Simon Commission, Round Table Conference,
1935 Act, Cripps Mission, Cabinet Mission etc. He proved his
metal in drafting the revolutionary document i.e. ‘Constitution
of India’. The Constitution has been hailed by many great
statesmans and scholars. They see the Constitution as the
Foremost Social Document. Through this Constitution he laid
down the foundation of democracy. It was his conviction that,
Political democracy should be strengthened with social and
economic democracy. Dr. Ambedkar emphasized on national
integration and secularism. Dr. Ambedkar strongly insisted
upon the need of National Integration. Without social union
political unity is difficult to be achieved. If achieved, it would
be as precarious as a summer sapling liable to be uprooted
by the gust of hostile wind.

The Editorial Board comprises of Shri Hari Narke, Shri N. G.
Kamble, Dr. M. L. Kasare, Prof. Ashok Godghate, who have been
imbibed with the spirit of Ambedkarism and are committed to
the cause. I am aware of their zeal to work. Despite heavy odds
and personal inconveniences they have collected, collated the
scattered material and gave the proper shape for the appropriate
presentation in the form of the present volume. But for their
commitment, singular devotion and high sense of duty, it

(XIT)
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would have been extremely difficult to complete the task on
hand. I am impressed by their tremendous tenacity and due
diligence. I have every reason to be proud of them. I consider
it my duty to congratulate each one of them for the successful
accomplishment. I am extremely happy that this volume No.
17 of Writings and Speeches of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar is

going to see the light of the day.

(Sushilkumar Shinde)
Chief Minister

(XIIT)
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PREFACE

I am extremely happy to see that the 17th volume of
Writings and Speeches of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar is
being published by the Govt. of Maharashtra. It was our
sincere desire that people not only from India but outside
the country should be benefited by the noble thoughts of Dr.
Ambedkar. It was stupendous task to publish the literature of
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.

Indian society was a gradation of Castes forming an
ascending scale of reverence and descending scale of contempt,
where there was no scope for the establishment of egalitarian
society. The liberty, equality and fraternity are fundamentals
for the democratic form of Government. He was a pragmatic,
political, intellectual and spiritual leader for millions.
Dr. Ambedkar was a creator of an integrated society through
the Constitution. He laid emphasis on allround development
of the Indian society. He fought for social justice throughout
his life.

He was convinced that, the education alone is a grand
panacea to all social ills. He did not leave any stone unturned
to imbibe the importance of education. He stressed the need
of higher education. He started a new era by establishing
Educational Institutions. He had firm belief that as the
body needs food, the mind needs thoughts which only can
be realized through education. His ideas about education
were crystal clear in comparison to his contemporaries. He
was of the firm opinion that the education alone can help
in building modern India. My mind is filled with a sense of
gratitude towards this great man who guided the humanity
to create homogenous society. In publishing his writings and
speeches 1 feel, I have tried to repay part of the debt we
owe to him.

I am associated with the Editioral Board comprising of
Shri Hari Narke, Shri N. G. Kamble, Dr. M. L. Kasare and
Prof. Ashok Godghate who are of high caliber and drawn
from diverse fields. With their rich experience and personal
involvement in this noble task, the Govt. of Maharashtra have
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been able to meet the aspirations of millions of people who
have been eagerly waiting for the present volume. I am deeply
impressed by their commitment and due diligence to the
mission. I am also aware of the difficulties they encountered in
the matter of gathering the relevant material for the present
volume. On behalf of the Govt. of Maharashtra and myself
as the President of Source Material Publication Committee.
I place on record a word of appreciation and commendation
to the members of the Editorial Board.

> = (-
C—é’?%:,)f

(Prof. Laxman Dhoble)
Minister for Higher Education

XVT)
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EDITORIAL

It i1s with utmost pride and pleasure we place the
Seventeenth Volume of the source material on Babasaheb
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in the hands of people of India and abroad
who, with their undiminished reverence, devotion and dedication,
have patronized earlier volumes of Dr. B. R. AMBEDKAR
WRITINGS AND SPEECHES, published by the Department
of Higher Education, Government of Maharashtra, Mumbai.

The present volume contains the literature related to
the movements of Chawdar Tank Mahad, Kalaram Temple
Entry Satyagraha, Nasik, the documents recounting the role
of Dr. Ambedkar in Round Table Conference, London and
the documents narrating the Poona Pact. Dr. Ambedkar’s
important speeches, statements and press interviews delivered
at numerous places in India and abroad on diverse subjects
are incorporated. In addition to this the documents reporting
the formation of political parties, Educational Institutions
and various other organizations with their constitutions is
the speciality of this volume.

The laws of Manu ordained the lowest status to the
Depressed Classes. In general, there is no connubial and
commensalisms between Caste Hindus and the Untouchables
leading to quarantine which the Untouchables have never been
allowed to cross. The dumb victims of the Hindu social order
have been made to suffer silently. The humiliations, indignities
and atrocities were heaped on them. In the early twenties of the
twentieth century Dr. B. R. Ambedkar emerged as a promising
leader to break the centuries old shackles and liberate the
Untouchables from the age-old bondage of the Hindu Society.
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaja of Kolhapur, while addressing
the Untouchables on March 21,1920 expressed, “You have
found your saviour in Ambedkar. I am confident that he will
break your shackles. Not only that, a time will come when, so
whispers my conscience, Ambedkar will shine as a front-rank
leader of all India fame and appeal.” Dr. Ambedkar derived
inspiration from Mahatma Jotirao Fule, he described him as
“the Greatest Shudra of Modern India, who made the lower
classes of Hindus conscious of their slavery to the higher classes
and who preached the gospel that, for India social democracy
was more vital than independence from foreign rule.”
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Through the liberation movements such as Mahad
Satyagraha (1927) and Kalaram Temple-entry-struggle (1930),
Dr. Ambedkar attempted to change the Hindu mindset. The aim
of Mahad Satyagraha was to unfurl “the banner of equality”
and to smash the “steel frames of the caste system”. December
25,1927 was a ‘Red letter’ Day in the annals of history, when
Manu-smruti was consigned to flames as a symbolic protest
against the unjust social order. It need to be mentioned that
graded inequality is the fundamental principles of the Hindu
social order which nurtures the spirit of social separation
and segregation. Promotion of discriminative attitudes among
the innumerable castes and sub-castes generates perpetual
caste conflicts and mutual hatred. In short, the pernicious
principle eats into the vitals of the society. Dr. Ambedkar
retorted communal people who criticized Mahad Satyagraha
by declaring that, the Satyagraha was to end the special
privileges enjoyed by the caste Hindus. He said that if Bal
Gangadhar Tilak would have born as an Untouchable, he
would not have declared “Swaraj is my birthright” but,
would have proclaimed that restoration of human dignity and
eradication of Untouchability as his primary duty. He further
claimed, had Lenin born in India, he would have first fought
to eradicate Untouchability and then would have taken up
the programme of revolution.

Dr. Ambedkar’s brainstorming, striking and thought
provoking speeches at the Round Table Conferences bear ample
testimony to his depth of knowledge, through grasp over subject,
immense power of logic, tremendous tenacity and capacity to
put across his point of view in a cogent, comprehensive, crystal
clear and convincing manner. He roared like a lion at the
Round Table Conference causing flutter in the political circles
in India and England. The power in Britain were made to see
reason and understand the dire necessity to ameliorate the
conditions of the Depressed Classes who for centuries were
mercilessly thrown into the quagmire of social segregation,
political deprivation, economic destitution and perpetual
subjugation. He proved himself worthy of the nomination to
the Round Table Conference. Dr. Ambedkar’s pursuit of his
theory of Separate Electorate was opposed tooth and nail by
Mahatma Gandhi. Dr. Ambedkar thwarted the sinister design
of the Hindu delegates to barter the interest of Depressed

(XVIIT)
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Classes to Muslims and Sikhs. With a redoubled vigor
Dr. Ambedkar impressed upon the conference to recognize the
fact that Depressed Classes were not a part of Hindu society
and hence deserved Separate Electorates and due share in
power for their political advancement. Dr. Ambedkar strongly
pleaded for urgent settlement of the problem of Depressed
Classes, as he felt that it was a part of the general political
settlement, which must not be left to the shifting sands of
sympathy and the goodwill of the rulers of the future. Dr.
Ambedkar pleaded for parity and not charity.

The Communal Award declared by J. Ramsay Mac Donald,
the then Prime Minister of Great Britain, conceded Separate
Electorates to the Depressed Classes, was the crowning glory of
the splendid and stupendous work done by Dr. Ambedkar at the
Round Table Conference. On account of his magnificent, learned
and unparallel contribution to the Round Table Conference
in the spheres of social, political and constitutional reforms,
Dr. Ambedkar was acclaimed as the uncrowned king of the
Depressed Classes. But, opposition and fast unto death by
Mahatma Gandhi led to “Poona Pact”. The crux of the Poona
Pact was Separate Electorates granted by the Communal Award
which were ultimately withdrawn and the method of Joint
Electorates was introduced with the principle of reservation of
certain seats for Depressed Classes in the Central as well as
the Provincial Assemblies. The Poona pact was the result of an
agreement generously and graciously agreed by Dr. Ambedkar
to save the life of Mahatma Gandhi, although he knew that
it was no splendid gesture on the part of Caste Hindus.

The advent of Dr. Ambedkar on the political horizon
at the time when the transfer of power was on cards gave
fillip and encouragement to the Depressed Classes of India
to advance their cause with greater vigour for legitimate
and adequate share in power. Despite innumerable hurdles,
political setbacks, socio-cultural shackles, Dr. Ambedkar
with his limited trusted lieutenants like Rao Bahadur R.
Shrinivas, Rao Bahadur N. Shivraj, Dadasaheb B. K. Gaikawad,
Jogendranath Mandal, Hardas L. N., Khusru-e-Deccan B.S.
Venkat Rao, B.H. Subbaiah, Eli Vadapally, Nandanar Hari,
Justice R.R. Bhole, B. H. Varale, D.G. Jadhav, Barrister B.
D. Khobragade, B. C. Kamble, R. D. Bhandare, Subhedar V.
M. Sawadkar, S. A. Upshyam, Dr. P. J. Solanki, R. D. Dolas,

(XIX)
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G. M. Jadhav Madkebuwa, D. L. Patil, Pt. Rewaram Kawade,
Shantabai Dani, H.D.Awale, D. T. Rupwate, Pyarelal Kuril,
G. T. Parmar etc. waged a relentless war against his
adversaries in Hindu social order for social equality, human
dignity and politico-economic empowerment.

The Hindu reform which Dr. Ambedkar dreamed through
the Hindu Code Bill met with a steel resistance from the
Hindu orthodoxy. Dr. Ambedkar realised that, thousands year
old mental twist of the Caste Hindus would be impossible to
untwist. Hence Dr. Ambedkar resolved to renounce Hinduism.
He fulfilled his Yeola pledge of 1935 by embracing Buddhism
in 1956 at Nagpur along with his five lakh faithful followers.
After the conversion, Dr. Ambedkar remarked, “I am overjoyed,
I am exalted. I feel I have been liberated from the hell.”
Dr. Ambedkar opted Buddhism because it was built on the
foundations of liberty, equality, fraternity, morality and
professes scientific, rational and humanistic outlook. The
principal aim of Buddhism is to emancipate suffering humanity.
He undertook the stupendous task of reviving and spreading
the gospel of the Lord Buddha. Dr. Ambedkar exhorted the
downtrodden to take refuge in Buddha and propagate Dhamma.
It 1s worth mentioning that even while selecting a religion
for himself and his followers, Dr. Ambedkar chose “the least
harmful way for the country.” After embracing Buddhism
Dr. Amberdkar said: “It is the greatest benefit I am conferring
on the country by embracing Buddhism, as Buddhism is a
part and parcel of Bhartiya Culture. I have taken care that
conversion will not harm the traditions, the culture and
history of this land”. Thus Dr. Ambedkar proved himself to
be hardcore Nationalist and patriot. He is reported to have
said, “I confess I have many quarrels with caste Hindus over
some points but, I take my vow that I shall lay down my life
in defence of our land.”

Dr. Ambedkar was the great lover of books. One of the
main intentions behind building the ‘Rajgruha’ in Dadar,
Bombay, was to make arrangement for books which he
purchased in huge quantity. As an ardent educationist as
he was, and a professor himself, Dr. Ambedkar strongly
advocated the spread of universal education among
Depressed Classes who were denied the same for centuries.
Denial of education has thrown the Depressed Classes

(XX)
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into the morass of ignorance, a slough of despond, perpetual
bondage and eternal deprivation. According to Dr. Ambedkar,
education is not only the birthright of every human being but
also a weapon of social change. Dr. Ambedkar was a great
intellectual of International repute, orator, erudite scholar and
prolific writer. The range of his writings includes economics,
sociology, law, constitution, anthropology, political science,
religion etc. He was a rare specimen of politician armed with
high academic qualifications. The People’s Education Society
that Dr. Ambedkar founded in 1945 along with dozens of
institutions functioning thereafter at Mumbai, Aurangabad,
Mahad, Sholapur, Nanded etc. testify his significant
contribution to the field of education. The products of these
institutions have occupied positions of prestige and power in
fulfillment of Dr. Ambedkar’s vision. It is noteworthy that
Dr. Ambedkar persuaded Lord Linlithgow, the then Viceroy
of British India, to sponsor few Scheduled Caste students for
prosecuting their higher studies in foreign Universities. The
views and efforts by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on education is the
part of this volume.

Dr. Ambedkar realised that the problem of the Untouchables
was a political problem. To put it in his own words: “Essentially,
it is a problem of a quite different in nature, it is a problem
of securing liberty and equal opportunity to a minorities at
the hands of the hostile majority, which believes in the denial
of liberty and equal opportunity and conspires to enforce its
policy on the minority. Viewed in this light the problem of
Untouchables is fundamentally a political problem.”

In order to realize the political goals Dr. Ambedkar felt
the need for a separate political identity. He therefore,
established Independent Labour Party on August 15, 1936,
and contested general election under the Government of
India Act, 1935. The success achieved by the Independent
Labour Party singly was commendable. Out of 17 candidates
of the Independent Labour Party 14 got elected for
Bombay Provincial Assembly. Similarly some candidates
of Independent Labour Party were also elected in other
provinces. They were: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, B.K. Gaikwad,
R. R. Bhole, D. G. Jadhav, B. H. Varale, G. G. Bhatankar,
K. S. Sawant, J. H. Aidale, P. J. Roham, V. A. Gadkari,

(XXT)
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A. V. Chitre, G. R. Ghatge, S. V. Parulekar, D. W. Raut. In
April 1942 he wound up the Independent Labour Party and
founded the All India Scheduled Castes Federation with Rao
Bahadur N. Shivaraj as its President. As the Second General
Election in 1957 was approaching Dr. Ambedkar felt the need
to invigorate the democratic forces in India. He, therefore,
declared his intention on 10** December 1955 to form a new
political party called the “Republican Party of India”. He
desired to make it open to all those who accepted three guiding
Principles- liberty, equality and fraternity.

Dr. Ambedkar proved beyond any shadow of doubt
that a person from the lowest rung of the society, if given
an opportunity, can even surpass the most meritorious of
the privileged class. Undoubtedly, Dr. Ambedkar not only
fulfilled the expectations of Indians in producing the best
Constitution of the world but also proved to be an able,
efficient administrator and great visionary. He was a versatile
personality, a profound scholar, a valiant crusader and an
enlightened parliamentarian.

Dr. Ambedkar brought a new awakening and a sense
of social significance and confidence among the deprived,
dispossessed and Depressed Section of the society. His untiring
crusade against Cruel Caste regime enraged the Orthodoxy
and irked the moderates. However, that did not deter Dr.
Ambedkar from his noble goal of liberating his fellowmen from
slavery and misery. He, thus, became a nightmare to Caste
Hindus, Jawaharlal Nehru; the first Prime Minister of India
said that Dr. Ambedkar was a symbol of revolt against all the
oppressive features of Hindu Society. As far back as in 1936
Mahatma Gandhi remarked, “Dr. Ambedkar is a challenge to
Hinduism, whatever label he wears in future, Dr. Ambedkar
is not the man to allow himself to be forgotten”.

Dr. Ambedkar was a nationalist and patriot to the core.
In the Constituent Assembly, he remarked, “We must be
determined to defend our independence to the last drop of
blood.” Although Dr. Ambedkar was an indomitable fighter,
he never deviated from the democratic norms. He bitterly
opposed civil disobedience and other unconstitutional
means. According to him, “Democracy is a form and
method of Government whereby revolutionary changes
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in the economic and social life of the people are brought
about without bloodshed.” Therefore, he never threw his lot
with those who adopted violent and unconstitutional means.
According to him, the unconstitutional means are the grammar
of anarchy. He advised, “We must abandon the method of civil
disobedience, non co-operation and Satyagraha. When there
no way left for constitutional methods for achieving economic
and social objective, there was a great deal of justification for
unconstitutional methods. But where constitutional methods are
open, there can be no justification for these unconstitutional
methods.”

He expressed his firm belief and said “Constitution is not
a mere lawyer’s document, it is a vehicle of life, and its spirit
is always the spirit of the age”. The greatness of his life and
mission indicates conspicuously, his prophetic zeal and burning
love for suffering humanity made a deep impression on his
contemporaries.

He expressed his grave concern regarding the mentality of
Indians. In his Radio talk he said, “Indians today are governed
by two different ideologies. Their political ideal set out in the
preamble of the Constitution affirms a life of liberty, equality
and fraternity. Their social ideal embodied in their religion
denies them.”

Constitution of India has abolished the Untouchability. But
what Dr. Ambedkar had visualized, “If social conscious is such
that it 1s prepared to recognize the rights which law chosen
to enact, rights will safe and secure. But if the fundamental
rights are apposed by the community, no law, no parliament,
no judiciary can guarantee them in the real sense of the word,”
appears to be true.

He warned the countrymen saying “I have hopes that my
countrymen will some day learn that the country is greater
than the man”. He emphasized on social unity for strengthening
the roots of democracy in this country. He cautioned Indians,
“Democracy in this country is like a summer sapling. Without
social unity, the roots of sapling cannot be strengthened. If social
unity is not achieved this summer sapling of Democracy, will be
rooted out with gust of summer wind.” Further he gave clarion call
to the Indians to learn that, the democracy is a top dress on Indian
Soil, which is essentially undemocratic. We have to cultivate good
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relations between man and man based on fraternity, which
is the corner stone of our Constitution. It was his glorious
fight for ushering in India a social and economic democracy.
He envisaged the cohesive social order based on equality
and justice i.e. social, economic and political. His aim was to
realize the ideal of one man one value in all walks of life i.e.
Social, Economic, and Political.

He said, “I am of the opinion that the most vital need of
the day is, to create amongst the people the sense of a common
nationality, a feeling not that they are Indians first and Hindus,
Mohammedans or Sindhis and Canaree afterwards, but they
are Indians first and Indians last.” Justice, Krishna Iyer
rightly calls Dr. Ambedkar, as a ‘creative iconoclast’. He was
designated as ‘constitution maker and an institutions breaker.’
Dr. Ambedkar was not a abstract thinker. He always lived
in the world of action. He was one of the very few Indians,
who had done Yeomen services to restructure the Indian
society on the most egalitarian and humanitarian principles.
He was harbinger of new social order in India. Among his
contemporaries, he was perhaps the most highly learned man
in public life, in any part of the world.

Dr. Ambedkar, “the jewel of Nehru Cabinet”, was
posthumously conferred “Bharat Ratna”, the highest civilian
award under our Constitution, for the outstanding role he
played as a maker of modern India.

Dr. Ambedkar stands as a man of documentation. The
incidents, speeches, interviews, schemes, proposals and ideas
connected with him are incorporated in this Volume.

We have tried to incorporate the material related to
Dr. Ambedkar from various sources, some of the related
material has been translated from Janata (Marathi) Weekly.
Some of the material for the present Volume has been drawn
from “Vol. 1 of Source Material on Babasaheb Ambedkar and
the movement of Untouchables” since it was essential and
relevant concerning to the subject. However the references have
been given to the sources as the original material is available
with the publication committee. The Constitutions of various
political parties, institutions founded by Dr. Ambedkar, are
incorporated in this Volume.
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We believe that the present Volume will make the people
to understand and appreciate the revolutionary role played by
Dr. Ambedkar in eradication of Untouchability, establishing the
parliamentary democracy, reconstruction of the Indian Society
based on the triple gem-liberty, equality and fraternity, and
revival of Buddhism in India.

As the material collected for the instant Volume was so
voluminous, that was decided to present it in three parts. These
parts are as under.

PART-I: Struggle for Human Rights-
(i) Mahad Stayagraha
(1) Dr. Ambedkar - Mahatma Gandhi Meetings

(i11) Role of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in bringing the
Untouchables on the Political-Horizon of India and
laying a Foundation of Indian Democracy

(iv) Kalaram Temple entry Satyagrah, Nasik and Temple
entry movement

(v) Movements
PART-II: Political Activities-
(1) Articles and notes
(11) Cabinet Mission
(i11) Building of nation and democracy
(iv) Institutions, Organizations and their constitutions.
PART-III : Speeches

This unique project has received constant encouragement and
flinching co-operation from the Government of Maharashtra, which
‘proves its commitment to spread the thoughts and philosophy of
Babasaheb Ambedkar. It is heartening to note that the material
published so far has been of immense use not only to the thinkers
and research scholars, but even common people in India and
abroad.

Volume No. 17 was published during the last days of Vasant
Moon, Officer on Special Duty and Editor. However some flaws
were noticed immediately and hence the volume was not circulated.

The decision to correct these flaws was taken by the Publication
Committee. During the process, it was noticed that the abundant

(XXV)



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-01.indd MK  SJ+YS  11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013 XXVI

material is available related to this Volume. This material is
searched, classified and incorporated along with original material
and is being published in three parts instead of original one
part. Today this volume entirely is in new form.

Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde, Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, is well known for his concern for upliftment
of the deprived and disadvantaged sections of the society. In
his political career spanning several decades, Hon’ble, Shinde
had done yeomen service to the welfare and upliftment of the
weaker sections. Despite multifarious governmental activities
and pressing problems, Hon’ble Chief Minister has taken keen
interest in reviewing the progress of this unique project from time
to time and offered useful suggestions for effective presentation.
He is a source of strength to us. We are deeply indebted to him.
We, therefore, place on record our deep sense of gratitude.

Shri Chhagan Bhujbal, the Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, despite his busy schedule, he extended unstinted
cooperation to Committee. We express our sincere thanks to him.

Prof. Shri Laxmanrao Dhobale, Hon’ble Minister for Higher
Education, Government of Maharashtra is the President of
Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Source Material Publication Committee.
As the head of the Source Material Committee, Hon’ble Dhobale
has brought luster and dignity to the proceedings, and took
active part in its deliberations. He came out with practical
suggestions for proper functioning of the committee. As the
Executive Head of the Department of Higher Education, Hon’ble
Dhobale, nurtured the committee with tender care, caution
and extended all the help expected from him. He deserves our
respectful and grateful thanks.

Shri Anis Ahmad, Hon’ble Minister of State for Higher
and Technical Education, Government of Maharashtra, is
the Member of the Committee. Despite his busy schedule, he
extended unstinted cooperation. His meaningful participation in
the proceedings of the committee 1s commendable. We express
our sincere thanks to him.

Shri R. S. Gawai, Hon’ble Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha) is the senior most and the most respected
member of this Committee. He i1s associated with the
Ambedkarite Movements and instrumental in formulation
of number of governmental schemes for amelioration
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of the conditions of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
He has a vast and rich parliamentary experience. As a
revolutionary and purposeful politician, Shri Gawai Saheb
is respected by one and all. Shri Gawai Saheb has brought
glory to the Source Material Committee. On many occasions
he presided over the meetings of the committee, when the
President was busy with urgent governmental work. He has
been a source of inspiration to the members of the Editorial
Board. As an elderly figure, he richly deserves our grateful
thanks.

Right from beginning to the movement of the publication
of this volume has been made possible by guidance, help,
support and cooperation from Hon. Sharad Pawar, Hon.
Vilasrao Deshmukh, Hon. Dilip Walase Patil, Hon. Jayant
Patil. We place on record our deep sense of gratitude.

Shri Prakash Ambedkar, Member of Parliament (Lok
Sabha); Shri Ramdas Athawale, Member of Parliament (Lok
Sabha); Prof. Jogendra Kawade, M. L. C, Shri T. M. Kamble
and Mrs. Meenakshi V. Moon encouraged the Editorial Board.
We are very much thankful to them.

Smt. Chandra Iyengar, I.A.S. Principal Secretary,
Department of Higher and Technical Education, Government
of Maharashtra, extended whole heartedly and unreserved
cooperation to the Source Material Committee and the Members
of the Editorial Board whenever they approached her for any
help of material or financial. We place on record our deep
sense of appreciation and gratitude to her. We expect the
same cooperation in future.

Shri AKD Jadhav, Principal Secretary, Finance; Shri Suresh
Gaikwad, Joint Secretary finance and Dr. Sanjay Chahande,
Joint Secretary to Chief Minister’'s Secretariat showed keen
interest in expediting the project. We express our special
thanks to them.

Dr. S. N. Pathan, Director of Higher Education, Government
of Maharashtra, deserves a special mention. The Committee
as well as the Editorial Board has received all the necessary
and timely help from him. He never said, no to any of the
demand presented before him. We express our special thanks
to him.
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Dr. A. D. Sawant, Joint Director, Higher Education,
Mumbai, Shri Rathod, Joint Director, Higher KEducation,
Nagpur, Shri Uttam Sonawane, Deputy Director of Govt.
Printing, Stationary and Publication, Mumbai, Shri Prahlad
Jadhav, Director, Govt. Information and Public relations,
Shri Jayant Gaikwad, Deputy Secretary Finance, Shri R. K.
Gaikwad, Deputy Secretary, G.A.D., Dr. Harshdip Kamble,
Deputy Secretary Home, Mrs. Sonalsmith Patil, Desk Officer,
Finance, deserve our appreciation for their unflinching support
and timely help.

Special thanks are due to Shri Malvankar, Deputy Secretary,
Higher Education, Shri Mangesh Chitle, Private Secretary to
Minister for Higher Education, Shri Gautam Sonandkar, P. A.
to Minister for Higher Education for their unstinted cooperation.

We take this opportunity to thank Dr. Krishna M. Kamble
and Dr. Siddharth J. Kamble for having readily agreed to co-
operate in ‘ this venture for days together.

We wish to record our deep sense of gratitude to
Dr. Shrinivas Khandewale who not only encouraged and guided
us to prepare this volume but also offered valuable suggestions.

We place on record valuable suggestions rendered by
Subhamani N. Busi, Former Member of Customs, Excise and
Gold (Control), Appellate Tribunal. We are thankful to him.
We also take the opportunity to thank Shri M.P. Gaikwad,
Former Director, Reserve Bank of India.

We owe our sincere thanks to Prof. Anand R. Gajway,
Dr. M. S. Wankhede, Prof. Parish C. Bhagat, Prof. Gautam K.
Kamble accomplusing this project. Similarly thanks are due
to Dinesh V. Ramteke, Pramod N. Kamble and Prof. Naval
Thorat.

Our cheerful thanks to Vijay B. Gaikwad, Pradeep Gaikwad
and Vinod Ate for providing photos.

We would be failing in our duty if we forget to Vasant
Moon, founder Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Research Institute,
Hanumannagar Nagpur., R. T. Shinde, R. L. Kain,
Dr. Gangadhar Pantawane, A. S. Ranpise, W. V. Moon, V. B.
Kadam, B. B. Kamble, Bhagwan Das who spared literature.
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We owe our special thanks to Prof. D. M. Thobre and
Dr. Vijay Kavimandan for their timely help in this work. We
also take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Shalaka Tambe,
Mrs. Sumitra Nevarekar, Shri Kamalakar Nilvarna, Shri
Maruti Padave and Shri Vijay Vaidya for their co-operation.

Shri M. S. Gaikwad, Manager, Government Printing
Press, Nagpur ; Shri Milind Shinde, Manager, Shivraj Litho
Press, Nagpur; Shri R. D. More, former Manager ; Shri S. P.
Meshram, former Junior Asstt. Manager and the staff of the
Government Printing Press, Nagpur deserve full appreciation
and thanks for their expeditious printing with utmost care
and sincerity.
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MAHAD SATYAGRAHA 3

MAHAD SATYAGRAHA* NOT FOR WATER
BUT TO ESTABLISH HUMAN RIGHTS

‘The Sun of self-respect had now arisen in the sky and the
clouds of oppression had begun to flit away. The Depressed
Classes began to look up. And we now come to a momentous
event in the life of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. That event was
a march on Mahad. This had its origin in the important
resolution of the Bombay Legislative Council moved by S. K.
Bole and adopted by the Bombay Government. In pursuance
of the Bole resolution passed in 1923 and reaffirmed with a
slight change in 1926, the Mahad Municipality had thrown
open the Chawdar Tank to the Untouchables. However, the
resolution of the Municipality remained a mere gesture in
that the Untouchables had not exercised their right owing to
the hostility of the caste Hindus.

It was, therefore, decided by the Kolaba District Depressed
Classes to hold a Conference at Mahad on March 19 and 20,
1927. The leaders of the Conference had notified Dr. Ambedkar
the date of the Conference in the first week of the previous
month. Arrangements for the Conference were made with care
by Surendranath Tipnis, Subhedar Savadkar and Anantrao
Chitre. For the past two months workers and leaders had
trodden hills and dales in the vicinity and had roused the
Depressed Classes to the importance of the Conference. As
a result, boys of fifteen to old men of seventy from far and
near plodded distances of over hundred miles with bundles
containing pieces of bread hanging from their shoulders and
reached Mahad. About ten thousand delegates, workers and
leaders of the Depressed Classes from almost all the districts
of Maharashtra and Gujarat attended the Conference.

Every care had been taken, every convenience was provided,
and every means was adopted to make the Conference a
success. Water worth rupees forty was purchased from the
Caste Hindus to satisfy the needs of the Conference, for
water was not available to the Untouchables at the place of
the Conference.

Dr. Ambedkar rose to deliver his presidential address to
the half-clad, embarrassed, earnest men and women and began
it in his simple, short and forceful sentences. With a strange

*Resisting injustice with soul force.
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4 DR. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR : WRITINGS AND SPEECHES

agitation in his voice he described the conditions of Dapoli
where he had received the first rudiments of education and
said that one was attracted to the place where one passed
one’s childhood and the beautiful scenery surrounding it
deepened one’s love for such a place. He recalled the days
of his childhood and said: “There was a time when we, who
are condemned as Untouchables, were much advanced, much
ahead in education compared with communities other than the
advanced classes. This part of the country was then pulsating
with the action and authority of our people.”

With great earnestness he then delivered a message to his
people which echoed throughout the hills, dales and villages
of Maharashtra. Declaring that the demilitarisation was one
of the causes of their downfall, he said : “ The military offered
us unique opportunities of raising our standard of life and
proving our merit and intellect, courage and brilliance as army
officers. In those days Untouchables could also be headmasters
of military schools and compulsory primary education in the
military camps was very effective and wholesome.” “It 1is
nothing less than a betrayal and a treachery,” he went on,
“on the part of the British to have closed the doors of the
army to the Untouchables who had helped them establish the
Indian Empire while their home Government was at grips
with the French during the Napoleonic War.”

Then in an inspiring tone he said: “No lasting progress
can be achieved unless we put ourselves through a three-fold
process of purification. We must improve the general tone of
our demeanour, re-tone our pronunciations and revitalise our
thoughts. I, therefore, ask you now to take a vow from this
moment to renounce eating carrion. It is high time that we
rooted out from our mind the ideas of highness and lowness
among ourselves. Make an unflinching resolve not to eat
the thrown-out crumbs. We will attain self-elevation only
if we learn self-help, regain our self-respect, and gain self-
knowledge.” He further urged his people to agitate against
the Government ban on their entry into the Army, Navy and
Police, and impressed upon them the importance of entering
Government services and of education. Turning to the question
of Mahars, he tweaked their self-respect by telling them
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The Historical Chawdar Tank at Mahad

This Conference is held to unfurl the banner of Equality
and thus may be likened to the National Assembly in France
convened in 1789.

— Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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MAHAD SATYAGRAHA 5

that it was utterly disgraceful to sell their human rights for
a few crumbs of bread, and appealed to them fervently to do
away with the humiliating, enslaving traditions, to abandon
their Vatans and seek forest lands for agricultural pursuits.
In conclusion, in a moving tone he said: “There will be no
difference between parents and animals if they will not desire
to see their children in a better position than their own.”

The Conference passed resolutions on important subjects.
By one resolution the Conference appealed to the Caste
Hindus to help the Untouchables secure their civic rights, to
employ them in services, offer food to Untouchable students,
and bury their dead animals themselves. Lastly, it appealed
to Government to prohibit the Untouchables by special laws
from eating carrion, enforce prohibition, provide them with free
and compulsory primary education, give aid to the Depressed
Classes hostels and make the ‘Bole Resolution’ a living reality
by enjoining upon the local bodies, if necessary, to proclaim
section 144 of Indian Criminal Procedure Code at their places,
for its enforcement.

On the first day, a few caste Hindu spokesmen, local as
well as outsiders, made speeches justifiying the rights of the
Depressed Classes and promised them help. The Subjects
Committee, which met that night, decided, after taking the
sense of the leaders of the upper classes who attended the
Conference, that the Conference should go in a body to the
Chawdar Tank and help the Depressed Classes to establish
their right to take water. Next morning the Conference called
upon two caste Hindu spokesmen to support the resolution
regarding the duties and responsibilities of the Caste Hindus.
Excluding the clause regarding inter-caste marriage, they both
supported the resolution.

In pursuance of the resolution of the Mahad Municipality
which in 1924 had declared to have thrown open its Tank
to the Depressed Classes, it was now decided to take water
from the Tank and establish the right of the Untouchables.
The delegates accordingly began to march peacefully
in a body to the Chawdar Tank to assert their right of
taking water from the Tank. And now the momentous
event, great in its magnitude and far-reaching in its
consequences, was taking place. Anti-slavery, anti-caste,
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6 DR. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR : WRITINGS AND SPEECHES

anti-priest. Dr. Ambedkar, who represented the awakened
spirit of the Untouchable Hindus, was marching towards the
Tank from which the Muslims and Christians took water
along with the so-called touchable Hindus, but from which
the Untouchable Hindus who worshipped the Hindu Gods,
stuck to the same Hindu religion through ages past, were,
although their throats parched with thirst, not allowed to
take even a drop of water.

Thus, led for the first time in their history by a great
leader of their own, the Untouchables were marching to
vindicate their rights. They all displayed discipline, energy
and enthusiasm. The march wended its way through the
streets of Mahad and terminated at the Chawdar Tank.
Dr. Ambedkar himself was now standing on the verge of the
Tank. Enlightened among the enlightened, the equal of any
erudite man on earth, a Hindu of noble aspirations, yet unable
even to take water from a public watercourse or to read in a
public library in Hindustan, the land of his birth and faith,
was now defying the arrogance of the tyrants, exposing the
baseness of a people who boasted that their religion treated
even animals with forbearance, but who treated their co-
religionists worse than cats and dogs.

Dr. Ambedkar took water from the Tank and drank it. The
vast multitude of men followed suit and vindicated their right.
The processionists then returned peacefully to the pandal.

Two hours after this event, some evil-minded caste Hindus
raised a false rumour that the Untouchables were also planning
to enter the temple of Veereshwar. At this a large crowd of
riffraff armed with bamboo sticks collected at street corners.
All orthodox Mahad was up in arms and the whole town at
once became a surging mass of rowdies. They said that their
religion was in danger, and strangely enough they clamoured
that their God, too, was in danger of being polluted ! Their
hearts fluttered, their hands shivered, and their faces were
ablaze with anger at this humiliating challenge.

Enraged at this misconstrued outrage on their religion and
at the thought of defilement of the temple of Veereshwar, the
caste Hindus dashed into the pandal of the Depressed Classes
Conference. Many of the delegates were at that time scattered in
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small groups in the city. Some were busy packing and a few
were taking their meals before dispersing for their villages.
The majority of the delegates had by now left the town. The
rowdies pounced upon the delegates in the pandal, knocked
down their food in the dust, pounded the utensils and
belaboured some before they knew what had happened. There
was utter confusion in the pandal. Up-till now the orthodox
had lost their conscience. They now showed signs of losing
their senses !

Untouchable children, women and delegates, who were
strolling in the streets of Mahad, were frightened at the
sudden sweep of this event. Stray individuals amongst them
were beaten. They had to run into Muslim houses for shelter.
The local Mamlatdar and the Police Inspector, who failed to
check the rowdies, saw Dr. Ambedkar in this matter at four
O’clock in the evening at the Travellers Bungalow where
Dr. Ambedkar and his party were staying during the days of
the Conference. “You control others, I will control my people,”
said Dr. Ambedkar to the officers, and he hurried to the scene
with two or three of his lieutenants. In the street a batch of
rowdies mobbed him, but he calmly tried to soothe them by
telling that there was no desire nor any plan on their part to
enter the temple. He went ahead, saw things for himself and
returned to the Bungalow. Up to this moment about twenty
persons from the Untouchables were seriously wounded. A
doctor was sent for. He came. He jeered at them for their
“ill-timed” adventure and dressed their wounds !

The rowdies then began patrolling the main streets and
assaulting members of the Depressed Classes who were in
stray batches on the way to their villages. But the most
reprehensible part of their conduct was that they sent messages
to their henchmen to punish the delegates of the Conference
in their respective villages. In obedience to this mandate
assaults were committed on a number of Mahar men and
women either before or after they had reached their villages.

Meanwhile, this news of the brutal attack on the delegates
spread like wild fire. When Dr. Ambedkar returned to the
bungalow, he saw about a hundred men impatiently awaiting his
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orders, their eyes literally blazing with fire and their
hands itching for retaliation and revenge. Their leader,
however, appealed for peace and discipline. There was
hushed silence for a while. A word of provocation from
Dr. Ambedkar would have turned Mahad into a pool
of blood and destruction. The number of delegates still
lingering in the town, in the pandal and in the Bungalow
together could have easily outnumbered the hooligans
and battered down their skulls. Hundreds among the
Untouchables were men who had seen, fought, and moved
actively in the theatres and battles of the First World
War.

But discipline was wonderfully maintained at the
behest of their leader. They set their faces against
the aggressors. Their struggle was non-violent and
constitutional. They did not dream of breaking the law.
Thus a more serious riot was averted. At nightfall all the
delegates left for their respective villages. Dr. Ambedkar
with his lieutenant, Anantrao Chitre, left the bungalow as
it was booked by a Government Officer from that evening,
and took up his residence in the police station rooms.
He completed his inquiry into the riot and returned to
Bombay on 23rd March.

Policemen appeared on the scene after the storm was
over. They arrested some of the orthodox rowdies as
trespassers. Out of the nine orthodox Hindu heroes, five
who were found to be most valorous, were, afterwards
on June 6,1927, sentenced by the District Magistrate to
four months’ rigorous imprisonment. Dr. Ambedkar was
not far from truth when he remarked that had not the
chief officers in the District been non-Hindus, justice
would not have been administered impartially to the
Untouchables. Under Peshwa rule, he said, he would have
been trampled to death by an elephant. And it was the
Peshwa rule under which Untouchables were not allowed
to enter the city of Poona during certain hours by day-
time, and when they were admitted at other times they
had to walk in the city with earthen pots hanging from
their necks to spit into.”!

1. Keer, Pp. 69-71,73-77.
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Mahad Conference-Report By ‘The Bombay Chronicle’

A Conference of the Depressed Classes of the Kolaba District
was held at Mahad on the 19th and 20th instants [i.e. of
March 1927] under the Presidentship of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
Bar-at-Law. The attendance of the Depressed Classes was over
2,500 and great enthusiasm prevailed. But the work of the
Conference was severely marred by a riot, the responsibility
for which rests entirely upon the upper class Hindu residents
of the town of Mahad. On the first day of the Conference after
the President had delivered his address, several Upper Class
Hindus addressed the Conference assuring the Depressed
Classes that, they were willing to help them in all ways
and urging that the Depressed Classes should not cultivate
hatred of the Upper Class Hindus. In pursuance of this the
Subjects Committee drafted a resolution among others laying
down what the Upper Class Hindus should do for the uplift of
the Depressed Classes. In the Subjects Committee attention
was drawn by some people to the fact that there was a great
difficulty at Mahad for the Depressed Classes in obtaining
water for drinking purposes and that this difficulty was felt
not only by the resident Depressed Classes of Mahad but also
by the Depressed Classes from villages who resorted to Mahad
for private business or for the purposes of Government work.
So great was the scarcity that water worth Rs. 15 had to be
bought each day to satisfy the needs of the Conference. The
Municipality of Mahad had sometime ago passed a resolution
declaring the tanks in the city to be open to the public but
as it had not placed a board there, people feared to resort to
them. The Subjects Committee, therefore, decided after taking
the sense of the upper classes who attended the Conference
in this matter, that the Conference should go in body to the
Chawdar Tank and help the Depressed Classes in establishing
their right to take water.

A False Rumour

When, therefore, the Conference met on the morning of the
20th, and the first resolution which declared what the Upper
Classes should do for the Depressed Classes was put before
the Conference by members of Depressed Classes the President
requested Messrs Purushottam Prabhakar Joshi and Govind
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Narayan Dhariya [as representatives of the upper classes] to
speak on the resolution. With the exception of one clause in
the resolution dealing with inter-marriages they both accepted
the resolution. Having thus assured itself that there was
general support behind it the Conference when the Session
was over, went in body to the said tank. The procession was a
most peaceful one and everything passed off quietly. But after
about two hours some evil minded leaders of the town raised
a false rumour that the Depressed Classes were planning to
enter the temple of Vireshwar, whereupon a large crowed of
riff raffs, all armed with bamboo sticks were collected. The
crowd soon became aggressive and the whole town at once
became a surging mass of rowdies who seemed to be out for
the blood of the Depressed Classes.

Twenty Wounded

The Depressed Classes were busy in taking their meal
before dispersing to their villages. When a large part of them
had left the town the rowdies entered the kitchen where
the Depressed Classes were taking their food. There would
have been a regular battle between the two forces; but the
Depressed Classes were held back by their leaders and thus
a far more serious riot was averted. The rowdies finding no
occasion for provocation began patrolling the main street and
assaulting the members of the Depressed Classes who in stray
batches were passing along on their way to their villages
and committed trespass in the houses of several Depressed
Class people and gravely assaulted them. In all, the number
of wounded, among the Depressed Classes is supposed to be
as large as 20. In this the attitude of the Depressed Classes
was commendable whereas the attitude of many of the Upper
Classes was unworthy. The Depressed Classes assembled
vastly out-numbered the Upper Classes. But as the object
of their leaders was to do everything in a non-violent and
absolutely constitutional manner they set their faces against
any aggression on the part of the Depressed Classes. It speaks
a great deal in favour of the Depressed Classes that although
the provocation given to them was immense they kept their
self-control. The Mahad Conference has shown that the Upper
Classes are not willing to allow the Depressed Classes to
enjoy such elementary civic rights as taking water from public
water-courses.
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The most reprehensible part of the conduct of the Upper
Caste Hindus in Mahad and Kolaba District was that messages
were sent immediately to the different villages asking the upper
class people there to punish the delegates of the Conference as
soon as they returned to their respective villages. In obedience
to this mandate assaults were committed on a number of
Mahars returning from the Conference either before or after
they reached their villages where the Depressed Classes have
the disadvantage of being overwhelmingly out-numbered
by the Upper Caste Hindus. The leaders of the Depressed
Classes have appealed to the authorities for protection and the
District Officials includding the D. S. P. are making enquiries
on the spot. It must, however, be stated that if the Resident
Magistrate had not allowed two precious hours to pass without
doing anything the riot would have probably been averted.”

“Thus ended the first big, open Conference of the Depressed
Classes in Maharashtra and their first public attempt to assert
their civic rights. This Conference was a great and momentous
event, the opening of an epoch in the history of Hindustan.
It was an event which changed both Dr. Ambedkar’s personal
life and the current of social and national reorganization.

Under the leadership of their saviour, the down-trodden,
the dehumanised and dumb millions opened a new chapter
in the annals of India. They not only voiced their age-long
grievances but also took on themselves energetically to mitigate
them. They now summoned up courage and showed the right
spirit in standing boldly and shaking off the dust from their
feet and faces.

The struggle inaugurated by their educated leaders
gripped their minds and enkindled the flame of self-respect
and self-elevation. They now smarted under the insults and
humiliations inflicted upon them at Mahad. They applied their
minds to self-improvement and self-culture as never before. As
a result of this Conference, the Untouchables gave up eating
carrion, skinning carcasses, and stopped begging for crumbs.

And what happened to the Chawdar Tank that was declared
to have been desecrated by the touch of untouchable Hindus ? The
orthodox and reactionary Hindus called a meeting at the temple of
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Veereshwar to consider the question of the purification of
the tank. They had a remedy for purifying any damned
and polluted earthly thing. To them a mixture of cow-
dung, cow-urine, curd and water was the potent remedy
for all manner of pollution. Accordingly water in one
hundred and eight earthern pots was taken out from the
tank. These pots full of curd, cow-dung, milk and cow-
urine were dipped in the tank in the midst of air-rending
Mantras uttered by Brahmin priests, the elect. It was
then declared that water was purified for the use of the
caste Hindus. Of course, Mohammadans and Christians
had nothing to do with the act or process of purification.
For, in their eyes human touch did not pollute water.
They used the water of the tank as before without any
interruption.*

The news of the so-called purification of the Chawdar
Tank lacerated the hearts of the Depressed Classes, and
so deep was the wound on Dr. Ambedkar’s heart that
he grew indignant and decided to launch a satyagraha
struggle for the vindication of his people’s rights. Some
feared that this ‘impatient’ remedy was worse than the
disease. Dr. Ambedkar, in a mood of righteous indignation,
replied that mere spread of education and exposition of
the scriptures would not be able to root out that age-
long diesease. The disease, he said, was deep-rooted
and merely dressing it with bandages of knowledge or
ingenuous schemes would not cure it. Deadly diseases
required drastic remedies.

Accordingly, it was announced on June 26, 1927,
in the Bahishkrit Bharat that those members of the
Depressed Classes who wanted to wash out the stigma
of pollution attached to their whole class by the Mahad
Hindus by their act of purification of the Tank, and who
wanted to denounce the act of assaults committed on
their representatives for having taken water from the
Chawdar Tank, should enlist themselves at the office of the

*See Appendices-I, IT and III.
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Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha in Bombay. It was declared
that the satyagraha struggle was to be launched under
the auspices of the said institution.”!

Police Report of Agitational Programme of Dr. Ambedkar :
I

“The Depressed Classes at Mahad: Protest of
Bombay Untouchables against the atrocities inflicted

Bombay City S. B., July 4, 1927.—Under the auspices of
the Bahishkrit Hitakarani Sabha, a public meeting of the
Depressed Classes was held at the Cowasji Jehangir Hall
on the evening of July 3 to protest against the hardships
inflicted on the Untouchables of Mahad in Kolaba District.
Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, Bar-at-Law, presided over
an audience of about 1,000 people.

Speeches were made by the president, Ragoba Narayan
Vanmali, Mahadeo Abaji Kamli, Sitaram Namdeo
Shivtarkar, Nirmal Limbaji Gangavane, Gitanand
Brahmachari and Samant Nanji Marwari, condemning
the treatment meted out to their brethren in Mahad
by the Higher Classes. They decided, in order to carry
on a peaceful agitation against this treatment, to enlist
volunteers and collect funds. They would first have a
conference at Mahad after the Diwali holidays and then it
would be decided to start Satyagraha in order to enforce
their rights as citizens. A resolution to this effect was
passed.

Another resolution was passed requesting the
Government to establish a separate department to deal
with the grievances of the Depressed Classes as was done
in Madras.

An appeal for funds was made by the speakers and
about Rs. 350 were collected. A dozen people consented
to become volunteers for the Satyagraha movement when
it 1s started.”?

1. Keer. Pp. 77, 79, 89-90.
2: Bombay Secret Abstract, dated 16th July 1927.
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II

“Satyagraha of Untouchables at Mahad

“At a conference of Mahars, Mangs, Bhangis, etc., held
at Mahad in Kolaba District in March last, the delegates
were prohibited by orthodox people from using the water
of the village tank and the prohibition is reported to have
resulted in a criminal case against those who took the
law into their own hands. Since this incident there has
been some excitement among the Untouchables of Bombay
in which Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, Bar-at-Law, has
been taking the lead.

In connection with this, a meeting of about a thousand
Untouchables was held at Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall under
the presidency of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on the afternoon
of October 30. The president explained the facts which
led to the incident at Mahad and which compelled the
Untouchables to stand up for the protection of their rights.
A resolution was passed by which it was decided to hold a
conference at Mahad on December 25 in order to establish
their right of using water at the public tank and in the
event of any prohibition to launch a Satyagraha movement.
About Rs. 570 were collected at the meeting. There was
also a suggestion from the audience to launch a similar
compaign in connection with a temple at Amravati in the
middle of November.” !

1: Source Material Vol. I, P. 13.
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111

No. H/3447
dated 22nd December 1927.

“TO,
The D. S. P.,
Kolaba, Alibag.

Sir,
Reference—Para 868 of the B. S. A. current.

In this connection a meeting of the Depressed Classes was
held on the night of 21st instant when Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
Bar-at-Law presided over an audience of about 250 people.
The President, Sambhaji Santoji Waghmare, Nimandarkar,
Kholwadekar and Junnarkar made speeches advising the
people to join the Satyagraha Movement which is coming off on
the 25th instant at Mahad in connection with the prohibition
against the Untouchables’ use of the water tank.

I have & c.

(Sd.)
D. C. P, S. B.
22nd December 1927.71

“Meantime, the Mahad Municipality revoked on August 4,
1927, its resolution of 1924 under which it had declared
the Chawdar Tank open to the Depressed Classes.
Dr. Ambedkar accepted the challenge and on September 11,
at a public meeting in Damodar Hall, Bombay, a committee
was formed to devise ways and means to make the struggle
for re-establishing the right of the Depressed Classes to the
Mahad Tank a success, and to fix the dates and details. Four
days afterwards the committee met at Dr. Ambedkar’s office
and announced December 25 and 26, 1927, as the dates for
offering the satyagraha.

The day of the proposed Conference and the satyagraha
at Mahad was drawing near. Mahad began to stir again. The
opponents of the struggle held a meeting on November 27, 1927, at
the Veereshwar Temple to formulate a plan to flout the attempts
of Dr. Ambedkar and the Depressed Classes to take water from

1. Source Material, Vol. I, Pp. 13-14.
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the Chawdar Tank. But owing to the presence of the
sympathisers of the Depressed Classes the meeting ended in
pandemonium. Some Poona Hindu leaders tried to dissuade
the caste Hindus from opposing the struggle, but to no purpose.

The District Magistrate visited Mahad on December 7,
and the leaders of both the sides discussed the question with
him. He asked the caste Hindus to have recourse to law and
refused to issue an order prohibiting the Untouchables from
taking water from the Chawdar Tank. The leaders of the
orthodox section. therefore, filed a suit against Dr. Ambedkar,
Shivtarkar and Krishnaji S. Kadam and Ganya Malu
Chambhar of Mahad— leaders of the Depressed Classes—on
December 12, 1927, in the Civil Court at Mahad and asked
for the issue of a temporary injunction. The Court issued a
temporary injunction on December 14, against the defendants
pending the decision of the suit. Accordingly notices were
served on Dr. Ambedkar, Shivtarkar and Krishnaji S. Kadam,
prohibiting them and all the Depressed Classes or on their
behalf these three leaders from going to the Chawdar Tank
or from taking water from the Tank until further orders.
The orthodox and reactionary forces shrewdly enough forced
on Dr. Ambedkar a fight on two fronts. On the one side
was standing an indifferent foreign Government and on the
other was the caste Hindu section headed by the Orthodox
Brahmins.” !

Text of Temporary Injunction in Chawdar Tank Case

ORDER

“This is an application asking the Court to grant to the
applicants a temporary injunction restraining the opponents
from going to the Chawdar Tank or taking water therefrom.
The applicants have, on 12th 1927, filed in this Court, Regular
Suit No. 405 of 1927, for obtaining a Declaration that the
said Chawdar Tank is of the nature of private property of
the touchable classes only and that the Untouchable Classes
have no right to go to that tank nor take water therefrom
and also for obtaining a perpetual injunction restraining the
Defendants from doing any of these acts.

1:Keer, Pp. 90 and 97-98.
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The applicants, by this application pray that pending
the disposal the suit, a temporary injunction may be issued
against the Defendants. The application states, among other
things, that hundreds of years since the tank has been in the
exclusive enjoyment of the touchable classes only, that on 19th
March 1927. a number of persons of the Untouchable classes
led by Defendant, all of a sudden entered the tank, washed
their hands and faces with the water and thus contaminated
it, that in consequence of this contamination the touchable
classes could not take water from the tank for over 24/25
hours i.e. until the water was purified, at a great cost, by
performing ceremonies laid down by the Hindu Shastras, that
great hardship was thus caused to the touchable classes, that
the Untouchable classes have issued a manifesto proclaiming
their intention of again entering the Tank and taking water
therefrom, that if they are allowed to do that, the touchable
classes will be debarred by the Shastras, from using the
water of the Tank, that serious hardship would thus result
to them and that if a temporary injunction as asked for is
not granted and the Defendants allowed to contaminate the
water of plaintiffs even if they finally succeed in the suit
would not reap the benefit of the decree.

The application is supported by the affidavits of several
persons besides Plaintiff No. 1. Plaintiffs have also produced
with exhibit 4, a notice issued by the Municipality against
one Divakar Joshi (one of the persons making an affidavit)
calling upon him to repair his stone Dhakkas (dams) which
adjoined the side of the Chawdar Tank, and also a deed of
partition of Dharap family alleged to be more than a hundred
years old. This deed contains a reference to the Pal of the
tank as being one of the properties partitioned. Both these
documents raise a ‘Prima facie’ presumption of the tank being
private property.

The question now is, whether it would be more just to
grant a temporary injunction to refuse it. The law regarding
temporary injunctions is contained in order 39 of the Civil
Procedure Code. Rule of this order is as follows :—Where
in any suit it i1s proved by affidavit or otherwise (a) that
any property in dispute in suit, is in danger of being
wasted, damaged or alienated by any party to the suit,
or wrongfully said in execution of a decree or (b) that the
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Defendant threatens, or intends, to remove or dispose of his
property with a view to defraud his creditors, the Court may by
order grant a temporary injunction. Clause (b) has obviously,
no application to the present case. The present case appears
to come within clause (a).

Here i1s a Tank which has, for years since, been in the
exclusive enjoyment of the touchable classes. The manifesto
issued over the signatures of the Defendantl and other also
shows that the Untouchable classes were upto now under
the impression that they had no right of access to the tank.
It thus appears that the tank has been until now in the
exclusive enjoyment of the touchable classes. The question
now is, whether the ends of justice would be better met by
disturbing this old state of things or by allowing it to continue
until the rights of the parties have been finally decided.

The principles governing temporary injunctions have been
summarised under part 2 of Mulla’s Commentary on the
Civil Procedure Code, 8th edition page 892. One of these is
that the Court must see that there is a bonafide contention
between the parties. About this there appears to me to be very
little doubt. The second principle is, “on which side, in the
event of success, will lie the balance of inconvenience if the
injunction does not issue.” To me it appears that the balance
of inconvenience will lie, and lie very heavily, on the side of
the Plaintiffs if an injunction is not issued. The point is so
clear that I do not think I need labour it at all.

If the Defendants are allowed to enter the tank and
thus (according to the religious notions of the Plaintiffs)
contaminate the water and render it until for further use, a
large section of the population will be put to hardship and
inconvenience which will be so severe that only those living
in places where there are no copious supply of water, can
realise it. On the other hand, the Defendants will not be
put to any inconvenience what so ever, if they are asked to
forbear from exercising what they consider to be their right,
until the first decision to the suit. This course appears to
me not only just and equitable, but the only right course
under the circumstances in order to maintain the status quo,
which, it is imperative to do. Vide the remark appearing
at I. L. R. 46, Calcutta, page 1030, it is also contended
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by the applicants (Plaintiffs) that if a temporary injunction
as asked for is not granted and the water of the tank is
allowed to be contaminated, irrepairable injury would result
to the Plaintiffs. Taking into consideration, how sensitive
the touchables classes generally are on this point, both on
account of their religious susceptibilities, as well as the wide
gulf which has existed between the two communnities from
time immemorial, I am inclined to attach very great weight
to this condition. I have no doubt that the spread of education
will, in course of time, materially alter these conditions and
bring the two communities in a clear and friendly contact
with each other and that Untouchability will be a thing
of the past. But as things at present stand, I am bound to
attach great weight to the sentiment of the applicants who
feel that, the injury that will sustain if the water is allowed
to be contaminated, will be that it would not admit of being
adequately compensated by damages.

Taking all these circumstances into consideration, I think I
would be failing in duty if I were not to refuse the injunction
prayed for. It is a very painful duty that I am called upon
to perform, but the call of duty leaves no room for choice. I
therefore order that a temporary injunction as asked for, with
notice be issued.

14-12-27. (Sd.)—G. V. Vaidya ”

On the side of Depressed Classes “Elaborate preparations
for holding the Conference were made. As no Hindu landlord
allowed the use of his land for the pandal, a site for the
Conference was secured with great difficulty from a Muslim.
As the local merchants refused to have any dealings with the
men connected with the Conference, the Reception Committee
had to purchase corn and other materials from out-side,
sufficient to last for ten days. Anantrao Chitre managed the
work very efficiently. Subhedar Ghatge was entrusted with
the food arrangement and maintenance of order and discipline.
All the Chief Government Executives of the District gathered
at Mahad on December 19. Police were posted on all sides of
the Chawdar Tank. Delegates and spectators began to pour in

1. Khairmode, Vol. 3, Pp. 234—237.
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Mahad from December 21. The District Magistrate visited their
camp every day to dissuade the delegates from the proposed
Satyagraha.

With a batch of two hundred delegates and leaders,
Dr. Ambedkar left Bombay on the morning of December 24.
The next day they got down at noon at Dasgaon, five miles off
Mahad. There, with anxious faces, an army of 3,000 satyagrahis
awaited their leader. When they saw their leader, they greeted
him with tumultuous applause.

After the reception, the Police Superintendent handed
over a letter from the District Magistrate to Dr. Ambedkar,
requesting him to see the District Magistrate at his Mahad
office without loss of time. Dr. Ambedkar, with one of his
lieutenants, Sahasrabudhe, hurried to his office. The District
Magistrate in a swift and soft tone advised, argued and pressed
for the postponement of the struggle; but the leader did not
see eye to eye with the Chief Executive of the District. It was
however, agreed that he should be given an opportunity to
address the Conference. In the meanwhile, the procession of the
delegates had left Dasgaon and accompanied by police officers,
it reached Mahad at half past two in the afternoon, singing
songs which were punctuated by sky-rending slogans. The vast
crowd entered the pandal amidst shouts of ‘Shivaji Maharaj
ki Jai’. In the pandal proverbs hanging from pillars displayed
inspiring immortal truths. In front of the gate there was a pit.

After his interview with the District Magistrate,
Dr. Ambedkar hastened to the pandal and had his lunch in
the company of his common followers. He refused to have any
special food.

The Conference commenced its proceedings at four-thirty in
the evening. Messages from several prominent persons wishing
the satyagraha success were read out. Then the leader rose to
address the Conference amidst deafening cheers, shouts and
slogans raised by a mammoth gathering of fifteen thousand
people. A majority of them had no clothes to their backs. Their
old turbans were torn, their chins were unshaven; but their
sunburnt faces shone with a peculiar enthusiasm and hope.
The vast audience calmed down, and Dr. Ambedkar began his
speech in a low, dignified but forceful voice.”

1. Keer, Pp. 98-99.
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“Dr. Ambedkar’s Plea for Abolition of Social
Disabilities

Following is a summary of the Presidential address of
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, M.A., Ph.D., D.Sc., Bar-at-Law, M.L.C..
delivered at the Satyagraha Conference at Mahad (District
Kolaba) held on the 25th December 1927.

Welcoming the Satyagrahis on behalf of the Satyagraha
Committee, of which he is the president, Dr. Ambedkar
reminded them of the unfortunate ending of the Conference
held at the same place in March last when a number of their
fellow delegates had been ill-treated and assaulted by the
so-called Caste-Hindus for committing the offence of drawing
the water from a Public Tank named “Chawdar”. Nobody
prevented the members of the Depressed Classes from using
the water of the tank, but some ringleaders took it into their
heads to punish the delegates of the Conference after the
event and incited the mob to commit assaults on them. Some
of the offenders were prosecuted, convicted and sentenced to
four months’ imprisonment.

Continuing Dr. Ambedkar said: “Had the caste-Hindus
admitted the right of the Depressed Classes to use the tank,
this Satyagraha would not have been necessary. Unfortunately,
however, the Caste-Hindus at this place are obstinate in
their attitude and refuse to admit the right of the Depressed
Classes to use the Public Tank which is open to persons of
all castes including Mahomedans and other non-Hindus. The
irony of the situation is that although the cattle owned by the
so-called Untouchables are allowed to go, their owners, who
are as good human beings as the other people, are prohibited
from going to the tank.

The Hindus are known for their humanitarian sentiments
and their regard for animal life is proverbial. Some section do
not kill even poisonous reptiles. The Hindus maintain a large
army of Sadhus and able-bodied beggars, and believe that
they acquire merit by feeding and clothing them and giving
them cash for indulging in luxuries. The Hindu philosophy
teaches the doctrine of an all-pervading soul, and the Geeta

exhorts them to make no distinction between a Brahmin and
a Chandal.
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The question therefore arises why the Hindus having such
traditions of charity and humanity and possessing such grand
philosophy should behave so heartlessly towards their fellow
human beings and in such unreasonable ways. In the reply
to this question lies the real significance of this Conference.
The Hindu Community is set in the steel-frame of the caste
system, in which one caste is lower than another in social
gradation involving particular privileges, rights, inhibitions
and disabilities with regard to each caste. This system has
created vested interests which depend upon maintaining the
inequalities resulting from the system.

The so-called Caste-Hindus are bitterly opposed to the
Panchamas (person belonging to the fifth class, the Depressed
Class) using a public tank not because they really believe that
the water will be thereby spoiled or will evaporate if Mahars
and others use the tank, but because they are afraid of losing
their superiority of caste and of equality being established
between the former and the latter. We are resorting to this
Satyagraha not because we believe that the water of this
particular tank has any exceptional qualities, but to establish
our natural rights as citizens and human beings.

Struggle for Equality

This Conference is held to unfurl the banner of Equality
and thus may be likened to the National Assembly in
France convened in 1789. Our Conference aims at the same
achievement in social, religious, civic and economic matters.
We are avowedly out to smash the steel-frame of the caste-
system.

Low Aim Is A Crime

Some men may say that this should be satisfied with the
abolition of Untouchability only, leaving the caste-system
alone. The aim of abolishing Untouchability alone without
trying to abolish the inequalities inherent in the caste-system
is a very low aim. Let us remember “not failure but low aim
is a crime”. Let us probe the evil to its very roots and be not
satisfied with mere palliatives to assuage our pain. If the
disease is not rightly diagnosed the remedy will be useless
and the cure may be postponed.
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Not only Untouchability and restrictions regarding
intercaste-dining must be removed, but inter-marriages among
the Hindus of various castes must be made common. This
alone will lead to the establishment of true-equality. Even
supposing that the stigma of Untouchability is wiped out, what
will be the status of the present Untouchables. At the most
they will be treated as ‘Shudras’. And what are the rights
of the ‘Shudras’? The ‘Smrities’ treat them as mere zealots
and the ‘Smrities’ are the guides of the caste Hindus in the
matter of gradations in the caste system. Are you willing to
be treated as ‘Shudras’?. Are you willing to accept the position
of zealots ? Are you prepared to leave your fate in the hands
of the upper class ?

Self-Help

That the caste-system must be abolished if the Hindu
Society is to be reconstructed on the basis of equality, goes
without saying. Untouchability has its roots in the caste-
system. They cannot expect the Brahmins to rise in revolt
against the caste-system, because that system confers on
them certain special privileges and they will not willingly
give up their privileged position and the present supremacy
in the hierarchy of Hinduism as based on Smrities. It would
be too much to expect them to resign all their privileges as
the ‘Samurais’ of Japan did. Also we cannot rely upon the
Non-Brahmins and ask them to fight our battle. Many of
them are still enamoured of the caste-system and are tools
in the hands of the Brahmins, and most of these others who
resent the supremacy of the Brahmins are more interested
in levelling down the Brahmins than in levelling up the
suppressed classes. They too want a class of people on whom
they can look down and have the satisfaction of not being quite
the under-dogs of the Society. This means that we ourselves
must fight our battles, relying on ourselves. We are the most
downtrodden classes in the country. Services in the army,
police and public offices are practically closed to us. We are
debarred from following a number of trades and professions
and we have been reduced to utter economic helplessness.
All this is due to the Untouchability and the lowest social
position to which we have been relegated. Should we fail to
assert our rights as human beings and citizens we shall have
to remain fallen forever.
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A Real Service to the Nation

Ours is a movement which aims at not only removing our
own disabilities, but also at bringing about a social revolution,
a revolution that will remove all man-made barriers of caste
by providing equal opportunities to all to rise to the highest
position and making no distinction between man and man
so far as civic rights are concerned. If we achieve success in
our movement to unite all the Hindus in a single caste we
shall have rendered the greatest service to the Indian nation
in general and to the Hindu community in particular. The
present caste-system with its invidious distinction and unjust
dispensations is one of the greatest sources of our communal
and National weakness. Our movement stands for strength
and solidarity; for equality, liberty and fraternity. We wish
to carry on our movement as peaceful as we can. However,
our determination to remain non-violent will to a large extent
depend upon the attitude of our opponents. We are not the
aggressors and our oppressors for generations should accuse
us of aggression a strange thing. We refuse to be controlled
and bound by the ‘Shastras’ and ‘Smrities’ composed in the
dark ages and base our claims on justice and humanity.” !

Thereafter “Mr. G. N. Sahastrabuddhe, a Brahmin, read
extracts from Manusmriti those portions which related to the
treatement to be meted out to the Sudras.

Burn Manusmriti
The first resolution passed ran as follows :—

Taking into consideration, the remarks in the Manusmriti
and such other books which are most vulgar and which most
flagrantly violate the human rights, this meeting condemns
them emphatically and as an expression of that condemnation
resolves to burn them and makes the following declaration of
rights to form the basis of reconstruction of Hindu Society.

The declaration stated that all Hindus should be considered
as one of varna and should be recognised and called as such
and law should be enacted prohibiting the use of class words
as Brahmin, Kshatriya etc.

1: The Indian National Herald, dated 28th December 1927.
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A place at Mahad where Manusmriti was brunt

The bonfire of Manusmriti was quite intentional. We made
a bonfire of it because we view it as a symbol of injustice

under which we have been crushed across centuries.

—Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
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Another resolution urged that a competitive examination
be held for the admission of persons to the Hindu priesthood
and that licenses be issued only to the successful candidates.

The speeches were mainly denunciations of Brahmins and
Brahminism. Mr. Mandlik asked permission to address the
meeting but the President refused permission.

Mr. D. V. Pradhan, a touchable also supported the burning
of the Smriti.

The ceremony of burning the Smriti * then took place and
the conference concluded for the day.”!

“ The bonfire of the Manusmriti by Dr. Ambedkar and
his followers on 25th December 1927, anticipated this age.
While speaking of bonfire of Manusmriti; Dr. Ambedkar in
an interview with T. V. Parvate in 1938, said “The bonfire
of Manusmriti was quite intentional. We made a bonfire of it
because we view it as a symbol of injustice under which we
have been crushed across centuries. Because of its teaching,
we have been ground down under despicable poverty and so
we made the clash, staked all, took our lives in our hands
and performed the deed.” 2

“The Collector, the Superintendent of Police and 100 armed
police were present. In the night harikirtan composed by an
“Untouchable” and hitting at Brahmins was enthusiastically
sung.

Collector’s Letter

Second day’s proceedings of the Conference began on the
morning of the 26th. Dr. Ambedkar read a letter from the
Collector which said that it was the desire of Government
that the “Untouchables”’should obey the injunction of the Civil
Court. Government were always sympathetic to the cause of
the Untouchables and were willing to advance their cause in
every lawful way and help them to establish their right of
access to places of public utility. But, in view of the temporary
injunction granted, Government were helpless and desired
that the Untouchables should not embark on Satyagraha at
this moment.

* Manusmriti.
1: The Indian National Herald, dated 31st December 1927.
2. Parvate, Pp. 58-59.
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The whole Conference converted itself into Subjects
Commitee when Dr. Ambedkar reviewed the whole situation
and advised the delegates to embark on Satyagraha against the
Civil Court’s injunction provided the delegates were prepared for
the consequences of their action and to undergo imprisonment
and other sufferings in a cheerful and voluntary manner.

The sense of the Conference was strongly in favour of the
advice to embark on Satyagraha immediately and the President
had difficulty in getting a hearing for any speaker who was
for postponement of Satyagraha.

More Than 3,000 Volunteers Sign Pledge

Dr. Ambedkar then suggested that to gauge correctly the
intensity of feeling, those delegates who were in favour of
Satyagraha should be asked to give their consent in writing
for practicising Satyagraha. Accordingly, the registration of
delegates willing to practice Satyagraha was commenced and
within one hour, 3,884 delegates had registered their names
as ready to offer Satyagraha.

The Collector was informed that the Conference was in
favour of Satyagraha on hearing which the Collector expressed
a desire to address the Conference personally.

Collector Addresses Conference

The Satyagraha Conference assembled at 5-30 p.m. when
Mr. Hood, the Collector, accompanied by the Superintendent
of Police attended the Conference. The Collector addressed the
meeting in Marathi. Mr. Hood said : “I know why you have
all gathered in this Conference. I know also that if I advised
you to defer Satyagraha you would all very much regret it as
you have been preparing for this for the last three months.
You all, however, know that the Bombay Legislative Council
has passed a resolution to the effect that the “Depressed”
Classes be admitted to the public tanks and schools and that
the Bombay Government have instructed accordingly and have
also advised the Local Board to do the same. The Government
are quite willing, Mr. Hood said to admit them to the tank
but 10 days ago there has taken place a new development.
The touchables have filed a suit against the “Untouchables”
contending that the tank was a private one and a temporary
injunction has been granted in their favour.
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“I am speaking to you as the Collector of the district and
I wish to assure you on behalf of the Government that the
Government are on the side of “Untouchables” and to tell you
that the Government and I, are your friends. I regret very
much to see that some of you intend to offer Satyagraha by
disobeying the order of the court. This action, I consider,
will be very harmful, I advise you to prepare your case and
fight it constitutionally and legally. I sincerely hope that the
decision may be in your favour.”

Mr. Jawalkar who had come in the morning said he had
come to the Conference to deliver the message of the Non-
Brahmin party namely that the “Untouchables” should obey
the injunction of the court and offer Satyagraha after the
decision of the court.

Subhedar Ghatge and other speakers said they had come
there to offer Satyagraha against the touchables and not
against the Government.”!

“The Collector was then led by Dr. Ambedkar out of the
pandal. Till seven in the evening, speaker after speaker
supported the launching of Satyagraha, and those who uttered
discordant notes were booed and heckled. Dr. Ambedkar again
adjourned the discussion till the next morning.

At night the chief men gathered together, held discussions
and decided to postpone the struggle in view of the case
pending before the court, but it was also decided to march in
procession winding its course around the tank. Accordingly,
this decision was notified to the District Magistrate.

On the morning of December 27, Dr. Ambedkar rose to
withdraw the first resolution on the struggle and to move
another resolution amidst breathless silence, asking the
Conference to postpone the struggle. He was on the horns
of a dilemma. It was now the psychological moment to
curb the enthusiasm of the delegates and pin it down. He
tactfully began to deal with the critical situation. He said
in an appealing tone to the delegates, who had by now
grown restless and frantic: “You are a brave people. The
people who are prepared to lay down their lives for the
vindication of their just rights are sure to prosper. But the

1: The Indian National Herald, dated 31st December 1927.
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moment now has come when you should think twice before
you strike the blow. You know well that the Satyagraha
movement started by Gandhi,” he proceeded, “ was backed
up by the people as it was against a foreign domination.
Our struggle is against the mass of Caste Hindus and
naturally we have little support from outside. Taking these
facts into consideration. I feel, we should not antagonise
the Government and put it on the side of our opposition.
It is not beneficial either.”

“Do not suppose,” asserted the leader, “that if you
postpone the issue humiliation will be its concomitant. As
regards my position, I assure you I am prepared to face
the three-fold danger-breaking of an order, being charged
with a breach of rules governing the conduct of a lawyer
and the possibility of imprisonment. My brothers,” he
sofetly concluded, “you rest assured that a postponement
of this struggle will not mean that we have given up the
struggle. The fight will go on till we establish our claims
to this Tank.” !

Satyagraha postponed

As a result of deliberations, the following resolution was
adopted :—

‘Taking into consideration the fact that the touchable
classes of Mahad by obtaining a temporary injunction from
the Civil Court at the last hour against the “Depressed”
Classes bring them into conflict with the Government
which had yesterday morning resolved to offer Satyagraha
have after listening to the Collector and after taking into
consideration the assurance given by him in the open
Conference that the Government have every sympathy
for the Depressed Classes in the struggle for equal rights
resolved that Satyagraha be postponed till the decision of
the Civil Court.” 2

1. Keer, Pp. 102-103.
2: The Indian National Herald, dated 31st December 1927.
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“The Conference agreed. The delegates immediatly
formed themselves into a procession and started volunteers
with slogans, boards and placards were pacing slowly. The
procession reached the Tank and took its round. And what
were the Caste Hindus doing ? The streets were deserted.
They had shut their houses and the Orthodox Hindus were
wriggling with excruciating venom in their hearts. After one
hour and a half, the procession returned to the pandal about
noon without any mishap.” !

“Dr. AMBEDKAR AT RAIGARH
“Untouchables” Bathe in Ganga Sagar Tank

A correspondent writing under date January 5 in
“Kolaba-Samachar of Pen, says” After the conclusion of the
Satyagraha Conference Dr. Ambedkar proceeded to Raigarh,
the famous fortress and the capital of Shivaji, in company
of about a hundred Untouchables. He encamped in the
Raigarh Dharmashala and the watchmen of that place, one
Yesu Shedge, a Mahratta by caste and maintained by the
Dharmashala Committee, looked after the requirements of
the visitors. He asked them not to touch the waters of the
Gangasagar Tank. He suggested that if they wanted to take
bath, they could do so in another tank nearby, specially built
for the Untouchables. Dr. Ambedkar and others, however,
“defiled” the waters of the “ Gangasagar.”

The correspondent adds that this has led to great excitement
among the Mahrattas of the Raigarh valley, most of whom are
sepoys in the army, the valley being a good recruiting field.” 2

Comments

3

“Commenting editorially on this episode, “Kolaba-Samachar’
in its issue for January 7 refers to the methods followed by
Dr. Ambedkar pointing to a suggestion made in its columns that
Government should see its way to prosecute Dr. Ambedkar and
his followers. The paper sets its face against the suggestions
on the ground that Indians must do as much as possible to
settle their own quarrels and should never invite Government
of their own accord, to interferes.” 3

1. Keer P. 104.
2 : The Bombay Chronicle dated 12th January 1928.
3: Kolaba-Samachar, dated 7th January 1928.
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“Maharashtra’s Mind

For some weeks past Dr. Ambedkar and the Satyagraha
Conference of Untouchables at Mahad have been the subject
of much adverse comment not only in the Orthodox Hindu
Press but also in journals that are definitely committed to
the removal of Untouchability. Most of the Marathi journals
came under the second variety and may generally speaking
be divided into three classes, viz, N. C. O., Responsivist
and Non-Brahman. The principal points that these journals
make in their attacks against Dr. Ambedkar and his friends
are (1) his alleged excess of burning the Manusmriti, and
(2) his alleged acquiescence in the Kolaba Collector’s order
to stop Satyagraha. In the whole controversy there are many
other charges and countercharges made against either party,
but they are not very material. Dr. Ambedkar has now
published in “Bahishkrit-Bharat” quite a lengthy account of
the Conference and met the charges made against him. He
does not fight shy of the first accusation against him and
defends it by saying that in as much Manusmriti ordains
and sanctifies the age-long oppression and exploitation of the
Untouchable Hindus by the socalled High-Class Hindus, this
main source of present day Hindu law deserves to be burnt.
While meeting the second charge, Dr. Ambedkar takes the
wind out of the sails of his opponents when he states that no
gagging order was ever passed against and therefore there
never arose any question of disobeying it. All that he did, he
was pursuaded to postpone the Satyagraha to a later day by
the Collector of Kolaba and he did entirely in the interests
of the Satyagrahis and the Untouchables. He leaves perfect
liberty to his critics to say anything against him on this
distinct ground.” !

3

The case, Hindu versus Untouchables regarding
ownership of Chawdar Tank was fixed for hearing on
12th January 1928 in the Court of Second Class Sub-
Judge; Mahad. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar started preparation
for pleading the case. He wrote a letter on 24th
January 1928 to Advocate Markand Dattatraya Vaidya to

1: The Bombay Chronicle, dated 27th February 1928.
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obtain certain documents and also to attend the Court. He
specifically asked Mr. Vaidya to obtain a copy of an affidavit
filed by a Brahmin priest namely Mr. Pandurang Bhaskar
Shashtri Palaye on 30th January 1928 in favour of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar and other quoting the various quotations from
the scriptures. The letter is as under :

BHIMRAO R. AMBEDKAR Damodar Hall, Parel
M. A., Ph. D., D. Se, Bombay, 12
Bar-at-law 24-1-28

Member, Legislative Council.
Bombay.
My dear Vaidya,

I am (in) receipt of your letter of the 12th. I notice that
the Court is anxious to have the injunction order argued
earlier i.e., before the 5th Feb. Well, I propose to come on
Thursday the 2nd of Feb. to argue the matter.

I am sending herewith forms of affidavits which you
will please prepare in due form and have them declared in
time. You may find some difficulty in getting a Mahomedan
butcher (I must have a butcher) to make the affidavit. But if
you will see the police Sub-Inspector of Mahad and request
him on my behalf, I am sure he will oblige you a copy of
an affidavit by a Brahmin priest supporting us which will
be declared here.

Give sufficient notice to the Defts, in time of the date
and also give them copies of affidavits, so that they would
have no cause for complaint. Give my regards to Surba.
Let me have your reply by Monday the 30th of January
at the latest, informing me if everything is ready for the
2nd of Feb.

With my very best regards I am,

Yours sincereley

Sd/-B. R. Ambedkar” *

1: Khairmode, Vol. 3, Pp. 239, 244, 245.
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Following is the article by P. R. Lele about Mahad
Satyagraha—

“Untouchables will renew Satyagraha

The Untouchable’s Satyagraha of the famous Chawdar
Tank of Mahad had to suspend their Saryagraha in view of
a temporary injunction granted by the Sub-Judge of Mahad
restraining Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and others from taking water
out of that tank. At that time i.e. December last they had to
rest satisfied with holding a Conference and giving emphatic
expression in several ways to their resentment against the
tyranny of Caste-Hindus.

The delegates and visitors of that Conference organised a
huge procession and impressed their strength on the minds
of the tyrants. Thereafter Dr. Ambedkar with a select party
went round the Mahad Taluka and even to the Raigarh Fort.
About his visit to Raigarh, I refrain from saying anything
inasmuch as Dr. Ambedkar is contemplating or probably has
started legal proceedings against certain papers which are
alleged to have given misleading reports.

The tour of this party created a sensation in Mahad
Taluka, as a repercussion of which even Mussalmans of a
certain villages in the vicinity certain papers who are alleged
to have given misleading reports.

Interim Injunction Dissolved

Now the Sub-Judge of Mahad has dissolved the interim
injunction. I have not got a copy of the judgement on the
interlocutory notice but have definite information that it is
a considered and pretty long one.

The Judge has hinted that he was misled when he granted
the interim injunction and has virtually expressed sorrow
for having been instrumental to what may be called the
continuation of an insult and a sore. More than this must not
at this stage be said as the main case is still subjudice. For
the time, however, this is a distinct victory of a just cause.
The assertion of civil rights by the so-called Untouchables can
now be made without involving the risk of being jammed in
between the judiciary on the one side and the orthodoxy on
the other.
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In the great Guruka Bagh struggle there was at least the
wholehearted and unanimous sympathy of the public with
the Sikh Satyagrahis. In the Mahad affair it was not so.
The leaders of the Orthodox Hindus refused to listen to the
words of advice of the bosses of Poona or even of the Hindu
Sabhawalas. Those same leaders though discomfited and
repulsed, would not take up a strong attitude in favour of the
Mahar Satyagrahis when it came to the actual assertion of
rights. What had to be postponed can now be taken up again.

The Next Campaign

And it is going to be taken up again, this time with far
less risk and far greater chances of success. After the return
of Dr. Ambedkar, who had been to Mahad for the case, after
delivering his well-informed budget criticism, a public meeting
was held in the Damodar Thakarsey Hall, Parel, on Sunday
26th instant.

Dr. Ambedkar in a lucid speech explained the situation
as it existed on that day and told his followers to consider
the earliest date on which to launch the campaign again. The
meeting was attended by more than a thousand members of
the Depressed Classes. The hall was packed and on the dais
were a few Caste-Hindu Friends of the so-called Untouchables
besides a majority of prominent members of the latter classes.

The majority of speeches were by these and were full of
sincerity and devotion to their leader Dr. Ambedkar. One
of the speakers spoke with the greatest impression because
he was amongst those who were assaulted by Caste-Hindus
sometime in March last when the first attempt was made to
take water from the now famous tank.

At that time it was recklessly circulated that hides
were washed in the tank and this assaulted gentleman
being a cobbler by caste the story was taken up and a
wanton assault was perpetrated on him. As another speaker
explained water was actually drawn by him and the assault
went vicariously to that other gentleman, whose name
is Rajbhoj and who was humourously called Bhoj Raja.
One could clearly see life in the meeting of Sunday last.
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Within A Month

To see them and to say they were Untouchables would be
absurd. All the same in the eyes of the orthodox they were
so. They have not only to cure themselves of Untouchability
but have to uplift the orthodox who are immersed in the
slough of prejudice. Their struggle is an essentially patriotic
and essentially human struggle.

With such a huge dead weight the nation cannot rise. So
long as equal elementary rights are not conceded and assured
to them, Hinduism shall stand shackled and manacled. In
asserting their rights and in raising themselves, these warriors
of the so-called Untouchable classes are raising the country
and the Hindu religion. Dr. Ambedkar is now busy organising
the next campaign in right earnest. It has been decided to
start it within a month probably on the Hindu New Year’s
Day when every Hindu house-holder flies a flag. The leaders
of these Depressed Classes propose to fly their flag of “equal
human rights to all” on that day and, God willing, they will
do it.” !

This is an article by D. V. Pradhan about Mahad
Satyagraha—

“TRIUMPH OF JUSTICE

When in March last, Dr. Ambedkar led the Untouchables
to the Chawdar Tank at Mahad, the orthodox section of
the Caste Hindus lost their sleep, appetite and all over the
“Sacrilege” and mercilessly belaboured the poor unsupported
Untouchables while they were returning from the tank.
Soon after, criminal proceedings were taken against the
rowdies and they were punished for disturbing the public
peace. Every effort was made by these so-called “Protectors”
of the religion to oppose the Untouchables from coming
near the tank and they were encouraged in their action by
the orthodox press. It was to assert their right of ordinary
human privileges, the Untouchables launched the Satyagraha
Movement, and in December last, a conference of about 10,000
assembled and unanimously resolved to march on to the
tank. But the Orthodox Caste Hindus who smelt this resolve

!: The Indian National Herald, dated 28th February 1928.
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by their nose got a temporary injunction from the sub-judge
of Mahad against the Untouchables using the tank of the
ground that it was the private property of one Mr. Chowdhari
and the touchable classes. Having secured this respite from
the authorities, the touchables thought that they had gained
the upper hand at the expense of the Government and the
Untouchables. Dr. Ambedkar at once saw through the game,
but decided to postpone Satyagraha till the civil suit was
disposed of. The suit came for hearing on 23rd February 1928
before Mr. Vaidya, the sub-Judge of Mahad, and Dr. Ambedkar
by his lucid exposition not only got the injunction cancelled
but also convinced the judge the bona-fide of their right to
use the public tank. Since the ban has been removed, the
tank is now to be open for public use as per the resolution
of the Bombay Legislative Council.

Satyagraha to be Launched

Now, in a public meeting held on Sunday the 26th February,
in Bombay, attended by about 2,000 people, it was resolved
to relaunch the Satyagraha at Mahad. The Satyagraha
Committee is meeting shortly, and the exact date will be
announced shortly.

Those who are following and studying the Untouchable
Movement in this part of the country under the leadership
of Dr. Ambedkar can very safely and boldly say that the
movement is cosmopolitan in character. It is not simply for
the opening of the tank for public use, but a movement of this
kind with its manifold activities is directly paving the way
for the evolution of the national movement for asserting their
ordinary privileges of citizenship. It was only recently that
Dr. Ambedkar announced his intention to open khadi centres
for the Untouchables and thus help the great constructive
programme blessed by Mahatmaji, with Khaddar on body
and Satyagraha in mind against all evils, this movement is
bound to succeed.

One word to my friends. As every good movement has
to pass through various stages of obstacles and it will
have to meet the friendly foes as well open foes-of whom
the former are more dangerous-so also this Satyagraha
has to face all the obstacles put on the way and come
out triumphant at last. I only appeal to my friends that
in facing these hardships from friends or foes, they
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should not lose under any circumstances their courage, patience
and persevarance but carry on the struggle to the successful
end in all humility by peaceful and non-violent means.

May God give the strength to my suffering brethren and
wisdom to the cast Hindus.” !

Sub-Judge, Mahad, dissolved Mahad injunction—

Chawdar Tank-No Private Property
Magistrate Regrets Grant of Injunction

“I cannot conclude this order without expressing my regret
at the inconvenience and hardship caused to the defendants
by the injunction granted by me, temporary though it was,
and at having been instrumental in heaping one more wrong
upon a community already labouring under the most cruel
and unjust social wrongs. I dissolve the injunction issued by
me”. So said the Sub-Judge while dissolving the injunction
against Dr. Ambedkar and others.

It will be remembered that Dr. Ambedkar and others who
went to offer Satyagraha at Mahad in the matter of taking
water from the famous Chawdar tank were prevented from
doing so by the injunction granted by Mr. G. V. Vaidya, Sub-
Judge, Mahad, as applied for by Mr. Pandurang Raghunath
Dharap and others, who claimed that the tank concerned was
their private property. It is understood that Dr. Ambedkar
and others, as also a number of caste Hindu people have
decided to offer Satyagraha again. Probably they may restart
the campaign on the first day of the Hindu New Year, i.e.
about three weeks after, as the injunction against them
has now been dissolved on the ground that the said tank is
“Government municipal property.”

Why Injunction was granted

Delivering judgment of February 23rd the Sub-Judge
observes. “The injunction had been granted on the prima
facie presumption that the Chawdar Tank in suit was of
the nature of private property. I have now to see whether
on the evidence that is now produced for Defendants, that
presumption stands or not. That presumption has, in my
opinion, been strongly rebutted by the evidence now placed
by the Defendants before me.”

1: The Bombay Chronicle, dated 2nd March 1928.
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While examining the evidence, the sub-judge relies
on copies of extracts from Revenue Records and certain
other documents like applications from several people
to the Municipality for special use of the water of the
tank and definitely expresses the view. “All these papers
strongly go to prove that the Chawdar Tank in suit is
Government Property vesting in the Municipality and not
private property of particular individuals as alleged by
the Plaintiffs.”

Conclusive Evidence

Continuing the judge says: “The presumption that the
tank in suit is Municipal property is further strengthened
by the fact that in the embankment of the tank, there
are slabs of stones in two places bearing inscriptions
engraved on them. On the application of Defendant’s
pleader, a Commissioner was appointed to visit the place
and in the presence of the Court and the pleaders for both
sides, to make facsimile of these inscriptions. This was
done in the presence of the Court and Messrs Joshi and
Sathe for Plaintiffs and Mr. Vaidya for the Defendants.
Slab marked serial No. 2 bears a clear inscription of the
words Municipality Mahad 1899 engraved in Marathi. On
slab No. 1 some words are clearly visible while the others
appeared to have been tampered with by some one and
this tampering appeared to be quite fresh.

Plaintiff’s Slender Case

As against all this evidence, plaintiffs rely upon the
deed of partition (Ex. 45) of the Dharap family. In the face
of all the evidence above referred to the mere fact that
years ago, some members of the Dharap family effected,
as between themselves a partition of the embankment in
front of their house, does not signify much nor does the
notice Ex. 44 given by the Municipality to one Diwakar
Joshi to repair the embankments built by him in front
of his house, as they were in a dilapidated condition and
were rendering the water of the tank insanitary, signify
much. It in no way constitutes an admission of Plaintiffs’
right to the tank itself.
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“No Special Preserve”

Whatever may be the final decision of the suit on its
merits, I am, for the present, thoroughly satisfied, that the
Chawdar Tank in suit is Government Municipal property
and not the private property of particular individuals as
alleged by Plaintiffs. The question then is whether plaintiffs
have a right to exclude Defendants from enjoyment thereof.
The answer is obviously “No”. In the case of such property
there cannot be any reservation in favour of a particular
class of community, and the Defendants have as much a
right to its enjoyment as the Plaintiffs have. No question of
irreparable injury therefore arises. In this case the property
being Municipal property and the Defendant having as much
a right to use it as the Plaintiffs, their exercise of that right
cannot be said to cause any injury to Plaintiffs.

Lame Arguments of Plaintiffs’ Counsel

It is argued for the Plaintiffs by their learned pleader
Mr. Virkar that on their own admission, the Defendants
have not up to now enjoyed the use of the tank in suit.
But, when once it is shown that the property is not private
but public and open to all members of the public, the mere
non-user of the tank by the Defendants during howsoever
long a term of years cannot in any way derogate from their
title. I am satisfied from the evidence produced before me
that the tank in suit is not the private property of the
Plaintiffs, but that it is Government Municipal property,
and the Defendants have as much a right to its enjoyment
as the Plaintiffs have and that any interference with the
exercise of such right would be wholly illegal.

I cannot conclude this order without expressing my regret
at the inconvenience and hardship caused to the Defendants
by the injunction granted by me, temporary though it was,
and at having been instrumental in heaping one more wrong
upon a community already labouring under the most cruel
and unjust social wrongs. I dissolve the injunction issued
by me.” !

1. The Bombay Chronicle, dated 3rd March 1928.
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Following is the Police Report of the meeting held at
Bombay after dissolution of injunction—

“Untouchables and Satyagrah at Mahad

A public meeting of the Depressed Classes was held at
Damodar Thakersey Hall on February 26th when G. N.
Sahasrabudhe presided over an audience about 500 people.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, who was the principal speaker, said
that as the Sub-Judge of the Mahad Court had dissolved the
interim injunction against him and the Satyagraha Party,
he would leave the question of resuming Satyagraha to the
discretion of the Satyagraha Committee of Bombay.

Views expressed by “Indian National Herald” after
cancellation of injunction—

“COMMON HUMAN RIGHTS

The Sub-Judge of Mahad having dissolved the temporary
injunction issued by him against Dr. Ambedkar and other
leaders of the Depressed Classes, the latter, it is understood,
propose to assert their civic right to draw water from the public
tank at Mahad. When in March last members of the Depressed
Classes, who had previously met in a conference at the place,
attempted to approach the tank they were roughly handled
by the “higher” Caste Hindus, a few Chamars sustaining
severe injuries. The leaders of these “higher” Caste Hindus
then sought an injunction under section 144 Cr. P. C. from
the District Collector, on the ground that the attempt of the
“Untouchables” to take water from the tank, in contravention
of the existing customary ban on them would spell danger to
public peace.

The Collector, refused to take any action. They then
applied to the Sub-Judge and succeeded in obtaining
from him a temporary injunction against the leaders of
the “Untouchables” and consequently the contemplated
Satyagraha and march to the tank in a body with a view
to draw water from it in defiance of the “Higher” Castes,
had to be abandoned. Now, however the Sub-Judge has
dissolved the injunction, declaring himself satisfied from the
evidence that “any interference with the exercise of such
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right would be wholly illegal.” That the so-called Higher
Castes have absolutely no legal right to prevent any
member of the public, from drawing water from a tank
which is not private property and which they themselves

must be fully aware is a Municipal Tank, would be
admitted by any man; who is not blinded by caste
prejudices. If the local Municipal authorities had any
doubts in the matter the same has been set at rest by
the resolution of the Bombay Legislative Council passed
in September 1926, declaring that all Municipal Tanks,
wells and Dharmashalas should be thrown open to all
classes of public without any distinction. It is inconceivable
that any section of the community, because of their own
notions of personal “superiority” in point of caste, should
be entitled to prevent any other section from benefiting
from the amenities provided from public funds. Such a
notion deserves to be knocked on the head, not only in
the interests of the oppressed and suppressed classes,
but also, and much more, in the interests of the so-called
superior classes themselves. Such treatment of fellow
beings besides being wholly inquitous and unjustifiable
is bound to have very undesirable consequences for the
“Higher” Castes, for sooner or later the oppressed classes
must come by the rights, human, civic and political, so
long unjustly denied to them and then their exacerbated
feelings might lead them to turn the tables on their
former oppressors.

The alienation of the sympathy of a section of the
Depressed Classes towards the national movement ought
also to be a sufficient warning against the perpetuation of
the present deplorable conditions. Let us hope that when in
a few days Dr. Ambedkar and his fellow castemen proceed
to Mahad to assert their right to draw water from the
public tank there, not only will there be no opposition,
but a cordial welcome will await them from the “Caste”
Hindus. Such a consummation would go a long way to

9 1

heal the wounds cruelly infllicted on their fellowmen.

1: The Indian National Herald, dated 6th March 1928.
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Mahad Satyagraha changed the social attitudes of some
Caste Hindus. Following is one of the examples—

“Do away with Castes
All Caste Dinner in Bombay

An all caste dinner was held under the auspices of the
Samaj-Samata-Sangh (Social-Equality-League) on the 5th
instant in the Damodar Thakersey Hall, Parel.

About 150 persons of different castes including 50 so-called
Untouchables attended the dinner. Mr. D. V. Naik, Editor of
the Brahman-Brahmanetar, and vice-president of the League,
welcomed the guests saying that such dinners were organised
by the League to be away with caste barriers that separated
and disintegrated the Indian nation in general and Hindu
society in particular. It was only through free intercourse
and inter dining, he added, that the evils of the caste system
would be destroyed, and that a new society based on equal
status would be developed. They had all gathered there,
he proceeded, not on account of inevitable necessity (Apad-
Dharma), but with a definite purpose and full knowledge and
determination to break the intolerable shackles of the rigid
system which disapproved and prohibited such sanctions of
love and brotherhood.

The League under the able guidance of its learned President
Dr. Ambedkar, he assured, the guests, would always welcome
and help those who would, with unique courage in both hands,
come forward to free themselves and the nation from the
present inhuman caste-ridden society.

Mr. A. B. Kolhatkar, the Editor of the Sandesh eulogised
the work of the League, pointing out the significance of such
functions. He said the Hindu society was like a clock of sand
where the Brahmins till then had the upper hand but now the
time had come when they should ungrudgingly make room for
the other castes and especially for the so-called Untouchables.
He further believed that if the present abuses of all sorts-
political, social and religious were to be eradicated, that could
only be done through the instrumentality of a new Shivaji,
to be born among the so-called Untouchables.
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Mr. V. B. Karnik, the Secretary of the Bombay
Maharashtra Youth Mandal drew attention to a resolution
passed by it, aiming at the abolition of the inquitous
system of castes and the differences made on grounds of
religion and sect by organising inter-caste dinners and
encouraging inter-caste marriages and promised that
the Mandal would always give its whole-hearted support
to the League, which was already in the field in such
national work.

Mr. M. R. Menon, said that he had come there to wish
Godspeed to Dr. Ambedkar in the righteous work he had
undertaken of procuring for the the so-called Untouchables
the most elementary human right of drinking water from
a public tank at Mahad.”!

“In spite of Government Resolution, Untouchables
were not allowed to draw water in 1932, the Bombay
Government instituted a Committee consisting of
Symington, I. C. S., and Zakeria Maniyar, to inquire
into the condition of the Depressed Classes in the Nasik
District. One of the chapters of the report revealed that
in that District there were as many as eleven hundred
District Local Board wells from which the Untouchables
were not allowed to draw water in spite of the Government
Resolution of 1923.”2

In the mean time a legal struggle in between Caste
Hindus and Depressed Classes was going on in various
Courts. Following is the abstract of these incidents.

“Appeal Heard in Thana District Court
Thana, March 20.

Mr. B. N. Sanjana, District Judge, Thana, heard to-day
an appeal filed by Pandurang Waman dharap and others of
Mahad against the judgement of Mr. Vaidya, Subordinate
Judge, Mahad, dissolving an interim injunction granted
by him previously against the Mahad Untouchables for
bidding them from using the Chawdar Tank.

L: The Indian National Herald, dated 15th March 1928.
2. Keer, P. 197.



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-02.indd MK  SJ+YS  11-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013 43

MAHAD SATYAGRAHA 43

The District Judge passed orders granting a interim
injunction restraining the respondents, from using the
declaratory suit filed by the touchables in the Mahad
Civil Court.”!?

“Kolaba, March 3.—The Bombay Chronicle of March 2,
published the following :—“A meeting was held on Sunday,
February 26, in Bombay, attended by about 2,000 people.
It was resolved to re-launch the Satyagraha at Mahad.
The Satyagraha Committee is meeting shortly and the
exact date will be announced shortly.” 2

“Satyagraha at Mahad : Re-starting of......

Vide para 309. Kolaba, March 17.—There has been
several reports lately that the Mahad Satyagraha is to
be re-launched on March 22; but this has been personally
denied by Dr. Ambedkar who has promised to give a
fortnight notice before re-launching it.” 3

“488. Vide para 52, Kolaba, March 24.—In the appeal
against the order of the Sub-Judge, Mahad, regarding the
Chawdar Tank, the District Court, Thana, has passed an
order prohibiting an Untouchables from entering the Tank,
pending the final decision of the suit regarding the Tank.” *

The Sub-Judge of Mahad Hon. V. R. Saraf gave
judgement in favour of the respondents Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
and others on 8th June 1931, since the appellants caste
Hindus could not prove their ownership of the tank. Thus
Chawdar Tank was declared as public and open to the
Untouchables also.

The Caste Hindu Appellants preferred an appeal against
the Judgement in the District Court of Thana. The Second
Assistant Judge Hon. S. M. Kokani decided the case in
favour of the Respondents Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and others
on 30th January 1933.

!: The Indian National Herald, dated 22nd March 1928.

2: Bombay Secret Abstract dated 17th March 1928, para, 309.
3: Bombay Secret Abstract dated 31st March 1928, para, 428.
4: Bombay Secret Abstract dated 7th April 1928.
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Thereafter the Caste Hindu Appellants again preferred
an appeal in the Hight Court, Bombay. This case lingered
for four years. Lastly Justic Broomfield and Justice Wadia
rejected Caste Hindus’ appeal on 17th March 1937 since they
could not prove their ownership of land of Chawdar Tank.

The Judgement of the High Court, Bombay reads as under :

“APPEAL No. 462 OF 1933 FROM APPELLATE
DECREE

Narhari Damdoar Vaidya; and the others
(Original Plaintiffs Nos. 2 to 6)....... Appellants.
versus

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, Member of Joint
Parliamentary Committee, London; and others.

(Original Defendants)......
Respondents.

Second Appeal against the decision of S. M. Kaikini,
Esquire, Second Assistant Judge at Thana in Appeal No. 32
of 1931.

Mr. V. B. Virkar for the Appellants,

Counsel Mr. S. V. Gupte, with Mr. B. G. Modak for
Respondent No. 1.

17th March 1937
Coram :—Broomfield N. J. and Wadia J. J.
Oral Judgement Per Broomfield N. J..—

The appellants, on behalf of the caste Hindus of the
town of Mahad, sued the respondents, who represented the
so-called ‘Untouchables’ for a declaration that the Chawdar
Tank near the town belongs to them and that they alone
have a right to use It and the respondents are not entitled
to use it, and for an injunction against the respondents not
to use it. The claim to ownership is not now persisted in
and it 1s conceded that, as found by the trial court, the tank
belonged to Government under the provisions of Section
37 of the Land Revenue Code and has now vested in the
Municipality of Mahad under Section 50 of the District
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Municipalities Act. It is also conceded now that the caste
Hindus are not entitled to exclusive user of the tank as
against all the world, since Mohamedans may and do use it.
It is contended nevertheless that the appellants have the right
to use it themselves and to exclude the ‘Untouchables’ from
it, and this right is said to be based on immemorial custom.

The Trial Judge found that the plaintiffs have proved a
longstanding custom (he does not describe it as immemorial)
of using the tank water to the exclusion of the ‘Untouchables.’
He held however that the custom conferred no legal right upon
the plaintiffs because ‘mere user of a public tank by one class
and non-user by another would not clothe the class making
the user with any legal rights or rights of ownership.” On
appeal, the Assistant Judge confirmed the finding that the
caste Hindus have not proved that they have any legal right
to exclude the ‘Untouchables.” He has relied to some extent
on a judgement of Sir Sadashiv Ayar V. Vaithilinga, a case
not reported apparently in the authorised reports but to be
found in 1913 Mad. W. N. 247 and 18 Indian cases 979; but
his main reason seems to be that he held that the custom is
not shown to be immemorial.

The Chawdar Tank is a small lake or large pool; between
four and five acres in extent, on the outskirts of the town. It is
surrounded on all sides by municipal roads beyond which are
houses occupied by caste Hindus (and a very few Mohamedans),
and the owners of these houses also own in many cases strips
of land on the edge of the tank, ghats or flights of steps
to get to the water and the masonry embankments along
the sides. There are no houses of ‘Untouchables’ anywhere
near. It is not known how old the tank is, except that it is
admittedly not less than 250 years old. There is no evidence
as to its origin. It is not even clear that it is artificial. The
Trial Judge took the view that it was ‘a natural excavation
in the bed of the earth, of course repaired and remodelled
by human agency.” If this i1s so—and the point was not
disputed in the argument before us—it is probably many
centuries old. The water supply comes from the monsoon and
a few natural springs. The population of the town Mahad is
between seven and eight thousand, of whom less than 400 are
‘Untouchables.” The Municipality was established in 1865, but
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there is no evidence available, at any date on the record of
this case, as to the early history of the town or as to the time
when the side was first inhabited.

The Plaintiffs have examined a number of witnesses,
many of them old inhabitants, whose evidence may be said
to have established that within the period of living memory
the tanks has been used exclusively by the Caste Hindus
(and a few Mohamedans) and has never been used by the
‘Untouchables’. It is in fact admitted that the latter never
used it, before the year 1927, when a campaign against the
doctrines of ‘Untouchability’ was carried out by defendant
No. 1, and some of the ‘Untouchables’ went and drank water
as a protest. They were assaulted and beaten by the caste
Hindus and there were criminal prosecutions which led to
the present suit. As there is no record of any attempt having
been made by the ‘Untouchables’ to use the tank before that,
there is no evidence of any positive acts of exclusion. What
is provided is user by one party and absence of user by the
other. This was due, no doubt to any accidental causes but,
to the mutual acceptance of the doctrine of ‘Untouchability’
which until recent years was not openly challenged.

The learned Assistant Judge comments on the fact that
there is no evidence of the exclusion of the ‘Untouchables’
in pre-British times, nothing to show that the exclusion of
exclusive user was in force in the days of the Maratha rule
or the Musalman rule. It is of course not always necessary
to produce evidence going back beyond the memory of living
persons. On proof of enjoyment for a period, even less than
that, the Courts have frequently felt justified in holding, in the
absence of evidence, to the contrary that a custom has existed
from time immemorial. Nor, of course, is it necessary in case of
this kind to have evidence of positive acts of exclusion of one
party by the other. There could be no such evidence as long
as the enjoyment of the caste Hindus was not challenged, and
it would not be likely to be challenged as long as the doctrine
of ‘Untouchability’ prevailed and was accepted. But a custom
proved to have existed during the period of living memory can
only be presumed to have existed from before the period of
legal memory in case where conditions may be assumed to have
been permanent and stable so that it is reasonable to infer
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that what has happened during the period covered by the
evidence has also happened from time immemorial. This is
where the plaintiffs’ case in our opinion breaks down. As
long as conditions were at all similar, as long as the houses
of the Caste Hindus have surrounded the tank, (which is not
necessarily very long as the tank is on the outskirts of the town
and the land around it would not likely be occupied until after
considerable expansion of the original settlement) it may be
safely presumed that the practice was the same as at present.
It would not be safe to presume, however, that conditions have
been similar for a period long enough to establish the alleged
custom. The Konkan has had a chequered history, even in
comparatively modern times, and to suppose that the Caste
Hindus have been in a position to exercise exclusive control
over this large natural reservoir situated as it is, from time
immemorial, would be contrary to reasonable probability.

In this connection some of the observation of Sir Sadashiv
Ayar in Mariappa V. Vaithilinga are very instructive. He cites
a saying of Manu; ‘Waters are pure as long as a cow goes to
quench her thirst in and they have a good scent, colour and
taste,” and he points out that the Shastric writings ‘Make a
distinction between rivers, tanks and other receptacle which
are more easily contaminated and where purification by time,
atmospheric conditions and movement of the water is much
more difficult.” The learned Judge suggests that the dictates of
the Hindu religion would not require any elaborate precautions
against the pollution of water in a large open tank, and he was
dealing with a tank in a village site considarably smaller than
the Chawdar Tank at Mahad. The doctrine of ‘Untouchability’
therefore does not appear to go far enough to lend very much
support to the appellants’ case and it is doubtful whether any
attempt would be made to secure exclusive user of the water
until such time as the tank came to be surrounded by the
houses of the caste Hindus.

This is the only case to which our attention has been drawn
dealing with a claim to exclude ‘Untouchables’ from the use of
a watering-place of this description. The temple-entry cases,
e. g. Anandrav N. Shankar, (1883) I. L. R., 7 Bom. 323, and
Sankaralinga V. Rajeswara, (1908) 1. L. R,, 31 Mad. 236, P. C,
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are not really on all fours. In such case long practice acquiesced
in by the other castes and communities may naturally give
rise to a presumption of dedication to the exclusive use of the
higher castes, and may throw upon the ‘Untouchables’ the
burden of proving that they are among the people for whose
worship a particular temple exists. No such presumption of
a lawful origin of the custom can be said to arise here.

We therefore agree with the learned Assistant Judge that
the appellants have not established the immemorial custom
which they allege. Had they succeeded on this point it might
have been necessary to consider whether the custom were
unreasonable or contrary to public policy (though strictly
speaking, it was not pleaded in the lower courts). It would
certainly have been necessary to consider the legal effect of
the vesting of the Chawdar Tank in the Municipality, and the
question whether in any case the appellants could be granted
any relief in this suit in which the legal owner is not a party.
But as it is not necessary to decide these questions in the
view we take of the case, and as they have not been very
fully or effectively argued, we prefer to express no opinion.

Appeal dismissed with costs.

The seal of the By order of the Court
High Court at Sd/- R. S. Bavdekar,
Bombay. Registrar

Sd/-
High Court Appellate For Deputy Registrar”
Side certified copy the 28th day of June 1960.!
Bombay.

The words of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar that “Lost rights are
never regained by begging, and by appeals to the conscience
of the usurpers, but by relentless struggle” have been proved
by Mahad Satyagraha.—Editors.

1. Khairmode, Vol. 3, Pp. 258-263.
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DR. AMBEDKAR—MAHATMA GANDHI
MEETINGS
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1

I HAVE NO HOMELAND

In the third week of July 1931, the names of the delegates
to the second session of the Round Table Conference were
announced. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi were
invited to attend the Conference in London. It was not
decided as yet whether Mahatma Gandhi would attend the
Round Table Conference. Naturally all eyes were focussed on
Manibhuvan at Bombay where Mahatma Gandhi was staying.

Gandhiji wanted to sound Dr. Ambedkar as to his demands.
So Gandhi wrote Ambedkar,

“Dr. Mr. Ambedkar,

I would come to see you to-night at 8 p.m. if you can
spare that time. I would gladly come over to your place if it
is inconvenient for you to come.

Bombay : Yours Sincerely

6-8-31. M. K. Gandhi.” !

“Dr. Ambedkar had just arrived from Sangli, and was
running a temperature. He wrote in reply that he would
himself go to Gandhi at eight O’Clock that night. But in the
evening the temperature soared to 106; so Dr. Ambedkar sent
a message that he would come after the fever abated.

Subsequently, Ambedkar went to meet Gandhi on August
14, 1931 at Manibhuvan, at two in the afternoon. A batch of
his lieutenants, Deorao Naik, Shivtarkar, Pradhan, Bhaurao
Gaikwad and Kadrekar accompanied him. When Dr. Ambedkar
was shown in to the third floor, Gandhi was busy talking
with his partymen and eating some fruits. The Doctor and
his party bowed to Gandhi and sat on a blanket.

In the characteristic way which Gandhi observed in dealing
with non-Muslim and non-European leaders and representatives,
he did not look at first for a while at Dr. Ambedkar and kept
chatting with Miss Slade and others. Dr. Ambedkar’s men now
feared that a little more indifference on the part of Gandhi, a

1: Ratnakar Ganvir, Ambedkar-Gandhi: Teen Mulakhati (Marathi), P. 9.
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collision would follow. Just then Gandhi turned to Ambedkar
whom he saw for the first time, and, after formal question,
he switched on to the main topic.

GanpHI : Well, Doctor, what have you to say in the matter ?

AMBEDKAR : You called me to hear your views. Please tell
me what you have to say. Or you may please ask me some
questions and I shall answer.

GanpHI : (with a staring look at Ambedkar): I understand
that you have got some grievances against me and the
Congress. I may tell you that I have been thinking over the
problem of Untouchables ever since my school days—when
you were not even born. You may perhaps be knowing what
enormous amount of efforts I had put in to incorporate this
problem in the programme of the Congress and make it a
plank of the Congress platform. The Congress leaders opposed
it on the plea that it was a religious and social question and
as such it should not be mixed with political ones. This is not
all. The Congress has spent not less than rupees twenty lakhs
on the uplift of the Untouchables. And it is really surprising
that men like you should offer opposition to me and to the
Congress. If you have to say anythig to justify your stand,
you are free to do so.

AMBEDKAR : It is true, Mahatmaji, that you started to
think about the problem of Untouchables before I was born.
All old and elderly persons always like to emphasize the
point of age. It is also true that because of you the Congress
Party gave recognition to the problem. But let me tell you
frankly that Congress did nothing beyond giving formal
recognition to this problem. You say the Congress spent more
than rupees twenty lakhs on the uplift of the Untouchables.
I say it was all waste. With such a backing I could have
effected an astounding change in the outlook and economic
conditions of my people. And in that event it would have
been imperative for you to see me long before. But I tell you
that the Congress is not sincere about its professions. Had
it been sincere, it would have surely made the removal of
Untouchability a condition, like the wearing of khaddar, for
becoming a member of the Congress. No person who did not
employ Untouchable women or men in his house, or rear up an
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Untouchable student or take food at home with an
Untouchable student at least once a week should have been
allowed to be a member of the Congress. Had there been
such a condition, you could have avoided the ridiculous sight
where the President of the District Congress Committee was
seen opposing the temple entry of the Untouchables !

You might say that Congress wanted strength and
therefore it was unwise to lay down such a condition. Then
my point is that Congress cares more for strength than for
principles. This is my charge against you and the Congress.
You say the British Government does not show a change of
heart. I also say that the Hindus have not shown a change of
heart in regard to our problem, and so long as they remain
adamant we would believe neither the Congress nor the
Hindus. We believe in self-help and self-respect. We are not
prepared to have faith in great leaders and Mahatmas. Let
me be brutally frank about it. History tells that Mahatmas,
like fleeting phantoms, raise dust, but raise no level. Why
should the Congressmen oppose our movement and dub me
a traitor ?

Dr. Ambedkar now grew animated. His face flushed and
eyes glowed. He paused for a moment and then continued
in a bitter, indignant tone.

AMBEDKAR : Gandhiji, I have no homeland.

GaNDHI : (taken aback and cutting him short) : you have
got a homeland, and from the reports that have reached me
of your work at the Round Table Conference, I know you
are a patriot of sterling worth.

AMBEDKAR : You say I have got a homeland, but still I
repeat that I am without it. How can I call this land my
own homeland and this religion my own wherein we are
treated worse than cats and dogs, wherein we cannot get
water to drink ? No self-respecting Untouchable worth the
name will be proud of this land. The injustice and sufferings
inflicted upon us by this land are so enormous that if
knowingly or unknowingly we fall a prey to disloyalty to
this country, the responsibility for that act would be solely
hers. I do not feel sorry for being branded as a traitor;
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for the responsibilities of our action lie with the land that
dubs me a traitor. If at all I have rendered any national
service as you say, helpful or beneficial, to the patriotic cause
of this country, it is due to my unsullied conscience and not
due to any patriotic feelings in me. If in my endeavour to
secure human rights for my people, who have been trampled
upon in this country for ages, I do any disservice to this
country, it would not be a sin; and if any harm does not
come to this country through my action, it may be due to
my conscience. Owing to the promptings of my conscience
I have been striving to win human rights for my people
without meaning or doing any harm to this country.

The atmosphere turned grim. Faces changed colour.
Gandhi was growing restless. He wanted to give a turn to
Dr. Ambedkar’s talk. Just then Dr. Ambedkar asked him
the most pertinent question which was the object of the
interview.

AMBEDKAR : Everybody knows that the Muslims and
the Sikhs are socially, politically and economically more
advanced than the Untouchables. The first session of the
Round Table Conference has given political recognition to the
Muslim demands and has recommended political safeguards
for them. The Congress has agreed to their demands. The
first session has also given recognition to the political rights
of the Depressed Classes and has recommended for them
political safeguards and adequate representation. According
to us that is beneficial to the Depressed Classes. What is
your opinion ?

GanNDHIJI : I am against the political separation of the

Untouchables from the Hindus. That would be absolutely
suicidal.

AMBEDKAR (Rising): I thank you for your frank opinion.
It is good that I know now where we stand as regards this
vital problem. I take leave of you.*

Dr. Ambedkar left the hall, his face beaming with a fiery
resolve to fight out the issue with all his might and to win
human rights for his down-trodden people.

* The Navyug—Ambedkar Special Number, 13 th April 1947.
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The interview thus ended in a grim atmosphere. Gandhi
was the boss of Indian politics, the dictator, the uncrowned
king of the Indian masses, who were dazed and electrified
by his dynamic actions. To answer Gandhi back was to incur
permanent displeasure and to create undying bitterness. And
that too a Hindu leader doing it was a thing beyond Gandhi’s
imagination ! But the die was cast. The spark of opposition
was ignited. The interview sounded the beginning of a war
between Gandhi and Ambedkar.

It is, however, surprising to note here that Gandhi thought
that Ambedkar was not a Harijan. Till he went to London
he thought he was some Brahmin who took deep interest in
Harijans and therefore talked intemperately.*

Following is the press report of the meeting.
“Dr. Ambedkar Sees Mr. Gandhi

Dr. Ambedkar, leader of the Depressed Classes, saw
Mr. Gandhi on Friday afternoon. He tried to impress on
Mr. Gandhi his point that the Congress had not so far done
anything tangible for the Depressed Classes and that Mr.
Gandhi was under a delusion in imagining that the Depressed
Classes were solidly behind him as the representative of the
people. Mr. Gandhi did not admit that the Congress had not
done anything or was not doing anything for the Depressed
Classes. Dr. Ambedkar eventually left without convincing Mr.
Gandhi or being convinced by him.”!

“Dr. Ambedkar on Mr. Gandhi’s Folly

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the Depressed Classes delegate, who
had a frank talk with Mr. Gandhi on the previous day about
his attitude towards the Depressed Classes, interviewed by
a representative of The Times of India, said : “To place the
interests of Bardoli above those of India and refuse on that
account to go to England to take part in the deliberations of
the Round Table Conference seems to me to be the height of
folly. To bother about the petty tyrannies of village officers
and to be unmindful of the bigger problem, the settlement of
which will enable us to exercise control on those very officers,
is a thing which I cannot understand.”

* The Diary of Mahadeo Desai, Vol. I, Navajivan Publishing House, P. 52.
1: The Times of India, dated 15th August 1931.
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Dr. Ambedkar was somewhat sure about particular reply
which Mr. Gandhi had given him in an interview on the
previous day. He said he had asked Mr. Gandhi in anticipation
of his going to the R, T. C. whether he was prepared to accept
the decision of the Conference that the Depressed Classes
should be given political recognition in the new constitution
and like other minorities, should be given political safeguards
and adequate representation in the legislatures. Dr. Ambedkar
complained that Mr. Gandhi refused to uphold that view and
said that if he went to the Round Table Conference he would
tell them that the conference might do what they liked, but
in his opinion the suggestion was absolutely suicidal so far
as the Depressed Classes were concerned.” !

[ 1 ]

!, The Times of India, dated 17th August 1931.
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2

WHY I SHOULD BE PROUD OF
THAT RELIGION......

“At the Ballard Pier, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar received a
telegram from Gandhi asking him to see the latter in Yeravda
Jail. Dr. Ambedkar wired back to Gandhi that he would see
him on his return from Delhi. The next day Dr. Ambedkar
received a wire from Dr. Ba Maw of Rangoon which said:
“Burma anti-separatist leaders proceeding to Delhi next week
to meet Indian leaders during the Assembly session. They are
anxious to discuss Burma constitutional situation with you
and other leaders. We, therefore, request you to meet the
deputation in Delhi on 4th and 5th February. Kindly wire
your Delhi address to enable us to get in touch with you there.
Reply U Chit Hlaing, 80, Hermitage Rd., Rangoon,—U Chit
Hlaing and Dr. Ba Maw.” Several congratulatory messages
were received in Dr. Ambedkar’s office from all quarters of
the country. One of them was from the Thiya Yuvajan Samaj
of Ernakulam, congratulating their great leader gratefully on
the bold fight he gave at the Round Table Conference for the
rights and liberties of the Depressed Classes and the people
of the Native States.

Immediately Dr. Ambedkar left Bombay for Delhi to
attend the informal meeting of delegates to the Round Table
Conference convened by the Viceroy. After his return from
Delhi, he wired to Gandhi that he would be able to see him
on the 4th February. Gandhi informed Dr. Ambedkar by
wire on February 3 : “Wire just received tomorrow 12-30 will
suit—Gandhi.” It is clear that Dr. Ambedkar could not meet
the Burma delegation in Delhi as he wanted to see Gandhi
in Yeravda Jail on February 4, 1933.

Accompanied by S. N. Shivtarkar, Dolas, Upasham, Kowly,
Ghorpade and Keshavrao Jedhe, Dr. Ambedkar entered Yeravda
Jail at 12-30, on February 4. In a happy mood Gandhi got up and
welcomed the visitors. After a while, the conversation turned to
the question of temple entry. Gandhi requested Dr. Ambedkar
to lend his support to Dr. Subbarayan’s Bill and that of Ranga
Iyer. Dr. Ambedkar flatly refused to have anything to do with
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Subbarayan’s Bill, since the Bill did not condemn
Untouchablility as a sin. It only said that if a referendum
favoured the temple entry, temples should be thrown open
to the Depressed Classes, but said nothing of their right to
worship the deity in the temples.

He told Gandhi that the Depressed Classes did not want to
be Shudras in the order of the caste system and added that
he honestly could not call himself a Hindu. Why, he asked,
he should be proud of that religion which condemned him to
a de-graded position. If that system was to continue, he had
no use of the benefits of the temple entry.

Gandhi said that according to him the caste system was not
a bad system. He continued : “Let the touchable Hindus have
an opportunity to expiate their sins and purify Hinduism. Do
not be indifferent to this question. Sanatanists and Government
would take advantage of this. If this reformation takes place,
the Untouchables would rise in society.”

Dr. Ambedkar differed from Gandhi. He was convinced
that if the Untouchables made progress in the economic,
educational and political fields, temple entry would follow
automatically.” !

1. Keer, Pp. 226-227
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WHAT MORE GANDHI EXPECTED
FROM THE SANATANISTS ?

“Dr. B. R. Ambedkar decided to sound Gandhi on the
question of the panel and primary elections of the Depressed
Class candidates in the light of the coming constitution of India.
He was in a hurry to make preparations for his departure
to London. Yet he had to attend meetings, to attend courts
or dispose of the cases, to make arrangements for domestic
affairs, and to select books. Accompanied by Mr. More, Shinde,
Gaikwad and Chavan, he saw Gandhi on April 23, 1933 in
Yeravda Jail. Gandhi and Ambedkar sat in chairs under the
mango tree and Mahadev Desai sat nearby with a note book
and pencil.

At first Dr. Ambedkar said that the method of panel
would be expensive and told Gandhi that candidates from the
Depressed Classes, who would contest the general election,
should have secured at least 25 per cent of the votes of the
Depressed Classes in the primary election. Gandhi replied
that he would give consideration to the matter and would
inform him about his reaction to his London address. Gandhi,
then, gave a bunch of flowers to Dr. Ambedkar and diverted
the conversation to the question of removal of Untouchability
and said that the Sanatanists were decrying him (Gandhi) as
a devil, Daitya. Dr. Ambedkar asked Gandhi what more he
expected from the Sanatanists ! Gandhi caught the thread and
said that the leader of the Depressed Classes himself was not
pleased with his work. In the end Gandhi asked Ambedkar
about the date of his return from London. Dr. Ambedkar
replied that it would be about August 1933. Gandhi wished
Dr. Ambedkar bon voyage and the interview ended.”!

[ X J

1. Keer, P. 238.
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TO TAKE LEGAL STEPS AGAINST HIGH CASTE
HINDUS WHO HARASSED UNTOUCHABLES

“Talk with Dr. Ambedkar

“Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and members of his group had a lengthy
talk with Mahatma Gandhi at Mani Bhuvan on Saturday, the 16th
June 1934 morning on the question of the progress of the Harijan
Movement has done since Gandhiji launched the campaign against
Untouchability.

Gandhiji, it appears, told the deputationists that his tour in
more than 200 villages had impressed him with the fact that the
movement against Untouchability was making rapid progress and
the evil is slowly dying away.

Dr. Ambedkar is stated to have a different view from this view
and said that Gandhiji’s presence in a village or place, created an
abnormal atmosphere as the presence of a saint or sadhu would do,
and people temporarily forget the difference. Gandhiwas, therefore,
not in a position to judge the exact situation.

He is also stated to have suggested to Gandhiji that the Harijan
Board should render financial assistance to Harijans to take legal
steps against High Caste Hindus who harassed the former.

Gandhiji is stated to have replied that persuasion was the best
method of removing the evil and that the question of giving legal
aid would have to be considered by the Board.

One of the members of the deputation is stated to have asked
Gandhiji whether the Harijan Board would be in existence after
August 7 ? upto which time Gandhiji is under a vow to take part
only in non-political activities. The same member asked Gandhiji,
if he had received any divine inspiration as to his future action.

Gandhiji replied that he had received none so far and restored,
“If you want you can as well receive inspiration from God.”

Ambedkar Deputation

The members of the Deputation led by Dr. Ambedkar who met
Mahatma Gandhi on Saturday were :—

Mr. G. V. Naik

Dr. P. G. Solanki

Mr. Amritrao Khambe, and
Mr. Baburao Gaikwad.”!

1. The Bombay Chronicle, dated 17th June 1934.
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ROLE OF DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR IN
BRINGING THE UNTOUCHABLES ON
THE POLITICAL HORIZON OF INDIA AND
LAYING A FOUNDATION OF INDIAN
DEMOCRACY
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ROLE OF DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR IN BRINGING
THE UNTOUCHABLES ON THE POLITICAL
HORIZON OF INDIA AND LAYING A
FOUNDATION OF INDIAN DEMOCRACY

“In the Government of India Act of 1919, there was
a provision which had imposed an obligation on his
Majesty’s Government to appoint at the end of ten years
a Royal Commission to investigate into the working of
the Constitution and report upon such changes as may be
found necessary. Accordingly, in 1928 a Royal Commission
was appointed under the Chairmanship of Sir John Simon.
Indians expected that the Commission would be mixed
in its personnel. But Lord Birkenhead who was then the
Secretary of State for India was opposed to the inclusion of
Indians and insisted on making it a purely Parliamentary
Commission. At this, the Congress and the Liberals took
great offence and treated it as an insult. They boycotted
the Commission and carried on a great agitation against
it. To assuage this feeling of opposition it was announced
by His Majesty’s Government that after the work of the
Commission was completed representative Indians would
be assembled for a discussion before the new constitution
for India is settled. In accordance with this announcement
representative Indians were called to London at a Round
Table Conference with the Representatives of Parliament
and of His Majesty’s Government.”!

“In order to ease the troubled situation in India, the
British Government decided to re-examine and revise the
Act of 1919. So it announced the appointment of the Indian
Statutory Commission better known as the Simon Commission
after Sir John Simon, its Chairman. The Commission
consisted of two Peers and four Commoners to work under
Sir John Simon, who was a great Parliamentarian, and it
was declared that the proposals framed in the light of this
Commission’s recommendations would be submitted to a
Joint Select Committee at Westminster before which Indian
witnesses would be examined.

! Writings and Speechs Vol. 9, P. 40
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The Simon Commission came on its first visit, and
landed at Bombay on February 3, 1928, to commence the
work of re-examination of the Indian problem as declared
in the Act of 1919. Its non-Indian character offered an
affront to almost all Indian parties. The Congress Party
decided to boycott the Commission at every stage and
in every form. So, on its arrival, the Simon Commission
was greeted with black flags, curses and placards with
the slogan “Go back, Simon!” Congressmen staged hostile
demonstrations on a nation-wide scale, and the police had
to open fire at some places. This black welcome was also
extended later to the Commission during its second visit
in the winter of 1928-29.

Meanwhile, the All Parties Conference convened by
the Congress Party met in February and later in May
1928, and appointed a Committee under Pandit Motilal
Nehru to draft a Swaraj Constitution for India. The
Nehru Committee worked from June to August 1928 and
drafted a Constitution.*

It mainly aimed at closing the Muslim breach.
As regards the Depressed or Suppressed Classes,
the Nehru Report said: “In our suggestions for the
Constitution we have not made any special provision
for the representation of the ‘Depressed’ Classes in the
legislatures. This could only be done by way of special
electorates or by nomination.” But as these two methods
were considered harmful and unsound, the Committee
said that they were not going to extend either principle.
They observed that their Declaration of Rights would
be a panacea for all the ills affecting the Depressed
Classes.* The attitude of the Congress Party towards
the problem of the Untouchables will be clearer when
one notices that the Congress Working Committee
issued invitations to all prominent Muslim, Parsi,
Christian, Sikh, Anglo-Indian organisations and even the

* For comment by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, see editorial of ‘Bahishkrit
Bharat’ dated 18th January 1929—Editors.

** All Parties Conference Report, 1928, Pp. 59-60.
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Non-Brahmin institution and the Dravida Mahajana
Sabha, but not to the Depressed Classes Institute led by
Dr. Ambedkar or for that matter any Depressed Class
Institution. It may be recalled that ten years before this
Dr. Ambedkar had given evidence before the Southborough
Commission.

To co-operate with the Simon Commission the Central
Government appointed a Committee for all British India, and
every Legislative Council elected its Provincial Committee
to work with the Simon Commission. On the Bombay
Provincial Committee was selected Dr. Ambedkar along
with other Members by the Bombay Legislative Council
on August 3, 1928.

The proceedings and tours of the Simon Commission lit
up the Indian political firmament, and along with other
forces it brought to the front the force, intellect and vitality
of Dr. Ambedkar.

Eighteen Depressed Class Associations gave evidence
before the Commission and placed their memorandum before
it. Sixteen of them pleaded for Separate Electorates for the
Depressed Classes. On behalf of the Bahishkrit Hitakarini
Sabha Dr. Ambedkar submitted a memorandum to the Simon
Commission demanding Joint Electorate with reservation
of seats for the Depressed Classes.*

The Madras Central Adi-Dravida Mahajana Sabha
demanded nomination for the Depressed Classes. The
Bombay Provincial Non-Brahmin Party in its memorandum
recommended Separate Electorate and reserved seats for
the Depressed Classes. The Muslim League reiterated its
demands for separation of Sind, creation of a new Province in
the N. W. F., Separate Elecrorate for Muslims and residuary
power for the Provinces in the federal constitution.

On October 23, 1928, the Simon Commission, the Central
Committee and the Bombay Provincial Committee examined Dr.
Ambedkar in Poona.** The British Labour leader, Major Atlee,

*See Writings and Speeches, Vol. 2. Pp. 429, 458.
** Ibid, Pp. 459-89.
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who later became the Prime Minister of Britain, was a member
of the Simon Commission. Attlee asked Dr. Ambedkar some
pertinent question in the course of the Doctor’s examination.

The work of the Simon Commission continued till the
winter. The Provincial Committees were also drafting their
own reports. The Committee appointed by the Bombay
Legislative Council to co-operate with the Simon Commission
after hearing both official and non-official evidence relating
to the constitutional problem, submitted later their report
on May 7,1929.*

Dr. Ambedkar, who fundamentally differed with the
Committee, did not sign that report and submitted a separate
report containing his own views and recommendations on
May 17, 1929.* Referring to the demand for the separation
of Karnatak, he said he was opposed to the separation of
Karnatak from the Bombay Presidency because “the principle
of one language one province is too large to be given effect
to in practice. The number of provinces that will have to
be carved out if the principle is to be carried to its logical
conclusion shows in my opinion its unworkability”. “For I am
of the opinion,” declared the patriot in Dr. Ambedkar, “that
the most vital need of the day is to create among the mass
of the people the sense of a common nationality, the feeling
not that they are Indians first and Hindus, Mohammedans or
Sindhis and Kanarese afterwards, but that they are Indians
first and Indians last. If that be the ideal then it follows that
nothing should be done which will harden local patriotism
and group consciousness.”

As regards the separation of Sind which had assumed
tremendous significance in those days, he said it was a
sectional demand, a part of a large scheme designed to make
the communal majority of the Muslims a political majority in
five provinces. “The scheme,” he warned the nation, “is neither
so innocent nor so bootless as it appears on the surface.” He
asserted that the motive that lay behind the scheme was
undoubtedly a dreadful one involving the maintenance of justice

* See Writings and Speeches, Vol. 2. Pp. 315-401.
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and peace by retaliation and had stemmed from the principle
that the best way of keeping peace was to be prepared
for war. To support his conclusions he quoted the address
delivered to the Muslim League Session at Calcutta by the
Gandhian nationalist Muslim leader, Maulana Azad, in
which the Muslim leader said : “There would be nine Hindu
Provinces as against five Muslim Provinces and whatever
treatment Hindus accorded to the Muslims in the nine
provinces, Muslims would accord the same treatment to the
Hindus in the five provinces. Was not this a great gain ?
Was not a new weapon gained for the assertion of Muslim
rights?” This is a searchlight on the Gandhian nationalist
Muslim leaders.

Dr. Ambedkar then dealt with the Muslim demand for
Separate Electorates. He described how different people in
Europe lived under a common Government in proximity of
each other without objecting to a common electorate. He
observed : “It does not seem to be sufficiently known that
India is not the only country where the Mohammedans are
in a minority. There are other countries in which they occupy
the same position. In Albania, the Mohammedans form a
very large community. In Bulgaria, Greece and Rumania
they form a minority and in Yugoslavia and Russia they
form a large majority. Have the Mohammedan communities
there insisted upon the necessity of separate communal
electorates ? As all students of political history are aware,
the Mohammedans in these countries have managed without
the benefit of Separate Electorates : nay, they have managed
without any definite ratio of representation assured to them.
The Mohammedan case in India, therefore, overshoots the
mark in my opinion and fails to carry conviction.” The
communal representation, he said, was so fundamentally
wrong that to give in to sentiment in its case would be to
perpetuate an evil.

Dr. Ambedkar further said: “Although I am for securing
special representation for certain classes, I am against their
representation through Separate Electorates. Territorial
Electorates and Separate Electorates are the two extremes which
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must be avoided in any scheme of representation that
may be devised for the introduction of a democratic form
of Government in this undemocratic country. The golden
mean is the system of joint electorates with reserved seats.
Less than that would be insufficient, more than that would
defeat the ends of good Government.”

The report, viewed in the context of principles, theories
and personalities then prevailing, was as rationalistic
as 1t was patriotic. It had both a balance and a ballast.
When it was published, it derived spontaneous eulogy from
Dr. Ambedkar’s inveterate foes, obstinate critics and the
hostile press. Dr. Ambedkar was found overnight to be a
great politician, a great patriot, a diamond in the abysmal
coal-mine of the Untouchables, a statesman of rare gift.
Like a meteor and a mentor, he emerged as one of the
great political minds of his generation. Thus this Report
bound him to the active destinies of his country! It will be
a sure guide to historians.”!

As stated above Dr. B. R. Ambedkar had submitted
his separate report containing his own views and
recommendation. The Summary of Recommendation is
below :

“SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
SECTION I

There should be no separation of Karnatak or Sind from
the Bombay Presidency.

SECTION II

Chapter 1.—There should be complete responsibility
in the Provincial executive subject to the proviso that if
members of the Legislature resolve to make it a reserved
subject effect shall be given to their resolution.

1. Keer, Pp. 114-117, and 121-23.
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Chapter 2.—Under no circumstances should the
executive be made irremovable. There shall be no communal
representation in the executive. Ministers should be amenable
to courts of law for illegal acts. The constitution should
provide for the impeachment of Ministers. There should be
joint responsibility in the executive. The executive should be
presided over by a Prime Minister and not by the Governor.

Chapter 3.—The Governor should have the position of a
constitutional head. He should have no emergency powers.

SECTION III

Chapter 1.—There should be adult franchise.

Chapter 2.—The Legislature should be wholly elective.
All class and Communal Electorates should be abolished
except for Europeans. Reserved seats should be provided for
Mohamedans, Depressed Classes and Anglo-Indians and to
the Non-Brahmins only if the franchise continues to be a
restricted one.

Chapter 3.—The Legislature should consist of 140
members. Of these Mohamedans should have 33 and the
Depressed Classes 15. The under-representation of certain
districts and the over-representation of others should be
rectified on the basis of population. There should be a
Committee to adjust seats between different classes and
interests. The requirement of a residential qualification for
a candidate should be removed.

Chapter 4.—Lucknow Pact is not a permanent settlement
and cannot prevent consideration of the question arising out
of it afresh and on their own merits.

Chapter 5.—There should be no second chamber in the
Province.

Chapter 6.—The Legislature should have the power of
appointing and removing the President, of defining its privileges
and regulating its procedure Sections 72D and 80C of the
Government of India Act should be removed from the Statute.
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[13

The Legislature should have the power to move “a
motion of no confidence”. The Legislature should have the
power to alter the constitution subject to certain conditions.

SECTION IV

Chapter 1.—There should be Complete Provincial
Autonomy. The division of functions between Central and
Provincial should be reconsidered with a view to do away
with the control of Central Government now operating
through the system of previous sanction and subsequent
veto.

Chapter 2.—Within the limits fixed by the functions
assigned to the Provincial Government the relations
between that Government and the Home Government
should be direct and not through the medium of the Central
Government. Section 2 of the Government of India Act
should be deleted as it obscures the position of the Crown
in relation to the governance of India.

SECTION V

There should be a distinct Provincial Civil Service and
the Secretary of State should cease altogether to perform
the function of a recruiting agency. His functions regarding
the Services may be performed by a Provincial Civil
Service Commission or by an officer acting conjointly with
the Public Service Commission of India. Indianisation of
Services should be more rapid. Its pace should vary with the
nature of the different departments of State. Indianisation
should be accompanied by a different scale of salary and
allowances. In the course of Indianisation of the services
arrangement should be made for the fulfilment of claims
of the backward classes.”

17th May 1929 Dr. B. R. AMBEDKAR

1. Writings and speeches, Vol. 2, Pp. 400-01.
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“At long lost the report of the Simon Commission came
out in may 1930. The Commission disregarded the meaning
and aim of Indian nationalism and its forces. It recommended
a continuation of Separate Electorate in Indian elections
far want of any agreed pact among the Indian political
parties : It was the opinion of the Commission that the
Nehru Report was not an agreed solution.”

In order to discuss the future political Constitution
of India the Government decided to hold Round Table
Conferance at London. It was necessary that the Depressed
Classes must at the critical junture assert themselves and
make it clear to the power that be as to what safeguards
and guarantees the future Constitution of India must contain
for the protection of their civic rights. With this view it was
decided in consultation with Dr. B. R. Ambedkar to bring
out people from the difference provinces of India together
for the purpose of the discussion. Accordingly the All India
Depressed Classes Congress was convened at Nagpur under
the Presidentship of Dr. B. R,, Ambedkar on 8th/9th August
1930. On 8th August 1930 Dr. Ambedkar spoke of the
Indian problem in the context of British Imperialism or
world affair keeping in view the safeguards and guarantees
to be provided to the Depressed Classes in the proposed
Constitution of India.

“As declared, the British Government convened a Round
Table Conference in London consisting of the representatives
of India, the British Government and the British Political
parties to frame a Constitution for India with a view to
satisfying the demands of the people of India.

The Round Table Conference consisted of eighty-nine
Members, out of which sixteen were representatives of
the three British parties, fifty-three Indian Members
of the delegation representing various interest except
the non-co-operting Congress, and twenty of the Indian
States. Amongst the invitees were thirteen eminent
Hindu liberal leaders including Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,
M. R. Jayakar, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, Srinivas

L. Keer, P. 139.
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Sastri and C. Y. Chintamani. Representing the Muslims,
were H. H. the Aga Khan, Sir Muhamed Shafi, Mohomed Ali
Jinnah, and Fazlul Huq, while Sardar Ujjal Singh represented
the Sikhs, Dr. B. S. Moonje, the Hindu Mahasabha, K. T.
Paul, the Indian Christians, Rulers of Alwar, Baroda, Bhopal,
Bikaner, Kashmir, Patiala and Sir Akbar Hydari, Sir C. P.
Ramaswamy Aiyar, Sir Mirza Ismail represented the Indian
States. Sir A. P. Patro and Bhaskarrao V. Jadhav represented
other interests; Dr. Ambedkar and Rao Bahadur Srinivasan
represented the Depressed Classes. Dr. Ambedkar received the
invitation to the Round Table Conference through the Viceroy
on September 6, 1930. The Round Table Coference was indeed
a great event in the history of both India and England. But
to the Untouchables in particular it was an epoch-making
event in their history; for, it was at this Conference that they
were being invested along with other Indians with the right
to be consulted in the framing of the Constitution for India.
Their voice was to echo for the first time in the history of

two thousand years, and more so in the governance of their
Motherland.

Dr. Ambedkar left Bombay for London on October 4, 1930,
by the s.s. Viceroy of India. The atmosphere in the country
was not congenial to his departure. The whole country was
in a turmoil. Congressmen hated, abused and cursed those
leaders who co-operated with the British Government in solving
the Indian problem in their own honest way. The situation
was so tense and fraught with danger that Dr. Ambedkar
wrote from Aden, on October 8, to Shivtarkar, his secretary
and trusted lieutenant, that he was very anxious for their
safety. He warned them to be on their guard in their walks
and talks and to avoid all work at night. He asked him to
lock the office of the party with an iron bar across it and to
watch the movements of a certain Depressed Class leader
in Bombay who was at loggerheads with their organization.

Dr. Ambedkar found the political atmosphere in England
much sympathetically inclined to the problem of the Depressed
Classes. On his arrival, he immediately began to contact
Britain’s important political party bosses in connection with the
problem of the Depressed Classes. Yet he was anxious to know
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by cable from India about the new list of the members
nominated to the Bombay Legislative Council and about the
judgment of the Court on the Chawdar Tank Case.

The curtain was raised on November 12, 1930. Keen
interest was evinced by the British public in the opening of the
Round Table Conference. Approaches to the House of Lords,
the avenue of the Conference, were thronged by spectators.
His Majesty the King-Emperor appeared. Inaugurating the
Conference, he said: “More than once the Sovereign has
summoned historic assemblies on the soil of India, but never
before have British and Indian statesmen and Rulers of
Indian States met, as you now meet, in one place round one
table, to discuss the future system of Government for India
and seek agreement for the guidance of my Parliament as
to the foundations upon which it must stand.” The King-
Emperor concluded by expressing a hope : “May your names
go down to history as those of men who served India well”.
After the King-Emperor had withdrawn from the House,
Ramsay MacDonald was unanimously elected Chairman of
the Round Table Conference. A labour leader and author of
The Government of India, he expressed Britain’s determination
to solve the Indian problem, and said that they were at the
birth of a new history.

The Round Table Conference was not a Constituent
Assembly entrusted with the work of drafting a Constitution.
It was a gathering of Indian and British statesmen who were
not to take decisions by votes. The sense of the Conference
on the main issues which came up before it for consideration
was to be ascertained and noted.

The venue of the Conference thereafter shifted to St. James’
Palace. During the course of a general discussion which took
place from 17th November to 21st November, Sapru, Jayakar.
Moonje, Jinnah, the Maharaja of Bikaner and Dr. Ambedkar
made very sincere and impressive speeches. In his lucid
and appealing style the guide, friend and philosopher of the
Conference, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, said : “India wants and is
determined to achieve, a status of equality—equality with all
the three members of the British Commonwealth—an equality
which will give it a Government not merely responsive to, but
responsible to the popular voice.”
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The Maharaja of Bikaner identified himself and the princely
order with the aspirations of British India and declared that
the Princes were prepared to federate of their own free will
with self-governing Federal British India. This was a surprise
to all. This declaration of Federation was also endorsed by
the Maharaja of Patiala and the Nawab of Bhopal.

The Muslim Members welcomed an All-India Federation :
but with great vigour they pressed for a status for the North-
West Province equal to that of the other Provincial units
of British India and for the creation of a separate province
of Sind.

Jayakar, in his deep and sweet flow of speech, asked for a
declaration of Dominion Status, and added: “If you give India
Dominion Status today, in the course of a few months the cry
of independence will die of itself. If, on the other hand, we
return empty-handed from our labours in the Conference, it
will be the surest way of raising in volume and in intensity
this demand for independence.”

Dr. Moonje, following the Maharaja of Patiala, refuted all
the arguments of Lord Peel and told the Conference how the
British Government had crushed Indian shipping, cotton and
other industries. He added that the British belief that they
would put down the National Movement of Civil Disobedience
by a display of force was erroneous ; the time had passed.

N. M. Joshi pleaded for more rights for the labourers in the
new constitution. Sir Mirza said that the future constitution
should be based on federal basis. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer
opined that the future constitution should be worth living
under. Then, after two or three speakers, rose a man, stout,
sober and confident, with scintillating eyes and tight lips.
Arisen from the lowest rung to the height by dint of his
mental and moral force alone, he sat there in the assembly of
the princes and potentates, legal celebrities and great brains
representing great thrones, jahagirs, institutions and interests.
He represented the poorest of India’s poor who were half-fed,
half-nude and dumb ! What would he say now ? How would
he say it ? There was in the Assembly the prince who had
financed his education. There was one amongst them who was
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his teacher in the school. All eyes were rivetted upon the
speaker. He was not the least agitated. He knew his mind,;
he knew what to say and how to say it. Except the Premier
MacDonald and Joshi none from that August Assembly had
seen poverty in its crudest and ugliest form. There were
highlights in the Conference, Pundits and literateurs, but
he was the only leader who had attained the highest degree
in the academic world, the Doctorate in Science. This man
was Dr. Ambedkar, the leader of the suppressed humanity
in India.

At the outset, Dr. Ambedkar declared that in speaking
before the Conference, he was placing the viewpoint of one-
fifth of the total population of British India—a population
as large as the population of England or France—which was
reduced to a position worse than that of a serf or a slave. He
then declared to the surprise of all that the Untouchables in
India were also for replacing the existing Government by a
Government of the people, for the people and by the people.
He said that this change in the attitude of the Untouchables
to British rule in India was surprising and a momentous
phenomenon. And justifying his stand, he observed with a
rise in his voice and a glow in his eyes : “ When we compare
our present position with the one which it was our lot to bear
in Indian society of pre-British days, we find that, instead of
marching on, we are marking time. Before the British, we
were in the loathsome condition due to our Untouchability.
Has the British Government done anything to remove it ?
Before the British, we could not draw water from the village
well. Has the British Government secured us the right to
the well ? Before the British, we could not enter the temple ?
Can we enter now? Before the British, we were denied entry
into the Police Force. Does the British Government admit
us into the force ? Before the British. we were not allowed
to serve in the Military. Is that career now open to us ? To
none of these questions can we give an affirmative answer.
Our wrongs have remained as open sores and they have
not been righted, although 150 years of British rule have
rolled away.”
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“Of what good is such a Government to anybody ?” he
asked the Conference. At this the British representatives
looked at one another. There was a stir among the
Indian representatives. “It was a Government,” continued
Dr. Ambedkar, “which did realize that the capitalists were
denying the workers a living wage and decent conditions of
work and which did realize that the landlords were squeezing
the masses dry, and yet it did not remove social evils that
blighted the lives of the down-trodden classes for several
years. Although it had,” he proceeded, “the legal powers
to remove these evils, it did not amend the existing code
of social and economic life, because it was afraid that its
intervention would give rise to resistance.” He threrefore,
declared : We must have a Government in which the men
in power will give their undivided allegiance to the best
interests of the country. We must have a Government in
which men in power, knowing where obedience will end and
resistance will begin, will not be afraid to amend the social
and economic ‘ code of life which the dictates of justice and
expendiency so urgently call for.”

Dr. Ambedkar upheld the demand for Dominion Status,
but expressed doubts as to whether the Depressed Classes
would be heir to it unless the political machinery for the
new constitution was of a special make. While making that
constitution, it should be noted, he observed, that the Indian
society which was formed with an ascending scale of reverence
and a descending scale of contempt and was a gradation
of castes, gave no scope for the growth of the sentiment of
equality and fraternity, and the intelligentsia which came of
the upper strata and conducted political movements had not
shed its narrow particularism of castes. Hence he asserted :
“We feel nobody can remove our grievances as well as we can,
and we cannot remove them unless we get political powers
in our own hands. I am afraid the Depressed Classes have
waited too long for time to work its miracle!”

Referring to the Indian deadlock, he recalled the memorable
words of Edmund Burke whom he called the greatest teacher
of political philosophy that “ the use of force is but temporary”
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Concluding his brilliant speech, he sounded a great warning
to the British Government and to those who were engaged in
the “battle of wits” in the Conference: I am afraid it is not
sufficiently realized that in the present temper of the country,
no constitution will be workable which is not acceptable
to the majority of the people. The time when you were to
choose and India was to accept is gone, never to return. Let
the consent of the people and not the accident of logic be

the touchstone of your new constitution, if you desire that
it should be worked.” * #

The fearless tone and the bold criticism in the speech had
a wonderful effect upon the Conference. The frankness and
fearlessness with which Dr. Ambedkar lucidly put the facts
before the Conference impressed the delegates immensely, and
they congratulated him on his brilliant speech. It created a
good impression upon the British Premier. The Indian Daily
Mail described this speech as one of the finest bits of oratory
during the whole Conference. One man in the Conference
was extremely pleased with his speech. He returned to his
kingly residence full of admiration, satisfaction and high
appreciation; and with joyful tears in his eyes, he told his
princely wife that their efforts and the money they had
spent on the speaker of the day were all realised. It was an
achievement, a glorious success ! This admirer was nobody else
than His Highness the Maharaja of Baroda who invited Dr.
Ambedkar to a special dinner given by him in London to his
choice friends. It was a strange freak of destiny that Gaekwad
and Ambedkar should meet after years of estrangement in a
melodramatic situation.

The effect of this powerful speech of Dr. Ambedkar
was tremendous on the newspapers also. The English
newspapers and pressmen devoted their attention to the
leader of the Depressed Classes and English statesmen,
like Lord Sydenham, O’Dwyer and others, who had
bitterly criticized Dr. Ambedkar’s Nagpur speech in
the Spectator, were now thoroughly convinced that Dr.
Ambedkar was a nationalist; and so they began to whisper

* Indian Round Table Conference, 1930-31, Proceedings Pp. 123-29.

#Speeches of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in R.T.C. See Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
Writings and Speeches Vol. 2—Editors.
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that he also was one of the revolutionary leaders of India. Some
of the English statesmen confidentially asked A. B. Latthe
whether Dr. Ambedkar belonged to the revolutionary camp.
And this inquiry on the part of the British statesmen was not
unexpected. It may be recalled how the British secret police
had taken a full search of Dr. Ambedkar when he landed in
Britain, in 1917 from America.

During the early period of the Conference, there was an
attempt made by the Liberal leaders—Sapru, Sastri and
Satalvad, to reach an agreement with the Muslim delegates on
the communal question. The Hindu delegates held meetings at
the residence of Sir Cowasji Jehangir under the Chairmanship
of Sastri to discuss the possibility of a compromise with the
Muslim delegates. Moonje and Jayakar expressed the view
that such a settlement would be possible after the grant of
Dominion Status. The Liberal leaders—dJayakar, Moonje and
Ambedkar held parleys with the Nawab of Bhopal, the Aga
Khan, Jinnah and others at the residence of the Nawab of
Bhopal, but the talks broke down over the Muslim demand
for separation of Sind which was solidly opposed by Moonje
and Jayakar. Besides, the Muslim leaders were not prepared
to grant the same proportion of reserved seats to the Hindus
and Sikhs in Muslim majority Provinces as they asked for
themselves in others Provinces.

After the general discussion in the plenary session,
the Conference appointed nine sub committees and
Dr. Ambedkar found himself a Member of almost all the
important subcommittees except the Federal Structure
Committee. He served on the Minorities Sub-Committee, the
Provincial Sub-Committee and the Services Sub-Committee
with the great luminaries from India and England. In the
course of the discussion on the report of the Provincial
Sub-Committee, Dr. Ambedkar supported Chintamani’s view
that it was absolutely unnecessary and undesirable to have
a Second Chamber in any province in India.

While the report of the Defence Committee was being
discussed, Dr. Ambedkar pleaded that the recruitment to
the Army should be upon to all Indians consistently with the
considerations of efficiency and the possession of the necessary
qualifications.
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The most important work Dr. Ambedkar did to achieve his
goal was the preparation of the Declaration of Fundamental
Rights, safeguarding the cultural, religious and economic
rights of the Depressed Classes. He prepared the scheme
with great labour and statesmanship, and submitted it to
the Minorities Subcommittee for being included in the future
constitution of India. The title of the scheme was : ‘A Scheme
of Political Safeguards for the Protection of the Depressed
Classes in the Future Constitution of a self-governing India.” !

The text of the Memorandum alongwith its background
framed by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar is as follows—Editors.

“On the 12th November 1930, His late Magesty King
George V formally inaugurated the Indian Round Table
Conference. From the point of view of Indians the Round Table
Conference was an event of great significance. Its significance
lay in the recognition by His Majesty’s Government of the
right of Indians to be consulted in the matter of framing
a constitution for India. For the Untouchables it was a
landmark in their history. For, the Untouchables were for
the first time allowed to be represented separately by two
delegates who happened to be myself and Dewan Bahadur R.
Srinivasan. This meant that the Untouchables were regarded
not merely a separate element from the Hindus but also of
such importance as to have the right to be consulted in the
framing of a constitution for India.

The work of the Conference was distributed among
nine Committees. One of these Committees was called
the Minorities Committee to which was assigned the most
difficult work of finding a solution of the Communal question.
Anticipating that this Committee was the most important
committee the Prime Minister, the late Mr. Ramsay Mac
Donald, himself assumed its chairmanship. The proceedings
of the Minorities Committee are of the greatest importance
to the Untouchables. For, much of what happened between
the Congress and the Untouchables and which has led to
bitterness between them will be found in the proceedings of
that Committee.

1: Keer, Pp. 144-153.
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When the Round Table Conference met the political
demands of communities other than the Untouchables
were quite well known. Indeed the Constitution of 1919
had recognized them as statutory minorities and provisions
relating to their safety and security were embodied in it. In
their case the question was of expanding those provisions or
altering their shape. With regard to the Depressed Classes
the position was different. The Montagu-Chelmsford report
which preceded the Constitution of 1919 had said in quite
unmistakable terms that provision must be made in the
Constitution for their protection. But unfortunately when
the details of the Constitution were framed, the Government
of India found it difficult to devise any provisions for their
protection except to give them token representation in the
legislatures by nomination. The first thing that was required
to be done was to formulate the safeguards deemed necessary
by the Untouchables for their protection against the tyranny
and oppression of the Hindus. This I did by submitting a
Memorandum to the Minorities Committee of the Round
Table Conference. To give an idea of the safeguards that
were formulated by me, I reproduce below the text of the
Memorandum:—

A Scheme of Political Safeguards for the Protection of the
Depressed Classes in the Future Constitution of a self-governing
India, submitted to the Indian Round Table Conference.

The following are the terms and conditions on which the
Depressed Classes will consent to place themselves under a
majority rule in a self-governing India.

Condition No 1:
EQUAL CITIZENSHIP

The Depressed Classes cannot consent to subject themselves
to majority rule in their present state of hereditary bondsmen.
Before majority rule is established then emancipation from
the system of Untouchability must be an accomplished fact.
It must not be left to the will of the majority. The Depressed
Classes must be made free citizens entitled to all the rights
of citizenship in common with other citizens of the State.
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(A) To secure the abolition of Untouchability and to create
the equality of citizenship, it is proposed that the following
fundamental right shall be made part of the Constitution of
India.

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT

“All subjects of the State in India are equal before the law and
possess equal civic rights. Any existing
U.S.A. Constitution ¢ ¢ lati d ¢
amendment XIv ¢nactment, regulation, order, custom or
and Government interpretation of law by which any penalty,
of Ireland Act 1920,  gisqdvantage, disability is imposed upon
10 & 11 Geo. V. Ch. . .. . . .
67. Sec. 5 (2). or any discrimination is made against
any subject of the State on account of
Untouchability shall, as from the day on which this Constitution

comes into operation, cease to have any effect in India.”

(B) To abolish the immunities and exemptions now enjoyed
This is so in all 0y €xecutive officers by virtue of Sections 110
Constitutions. and 111 of the Government of India Act 1919
See Prof. Keith’s o, their liability for executive action be made
remarks in Cm. . . e
207, p.56. co-extensive with what it is in the case of a

FEuropean British Subject.
Condition No. 11 :

FREE ENJOYMENT OF EQUAL RIGHTS

It is no use the Depressed Classes to have a declaration
of equal rights. There can be no doubt that the Depressed
Classes will have to face the whole force of orthodox society
if they try to exercise the equal rights of citizenship. The
Depressed Classes therefore feel that if these declarations of
rights are not to be mere pious pronouncements, but are to
be realities of everyday life, then they should be protected
by adequate pains and penalties from interference in the
enjoyment of these declared rights.

(A) The Depressed Classes therefore propose that the
following sections should be added to Part XI of the Government
of India Act 1919, dealing with Offences, Procedure and
Penalties:—
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(i) Offence of Infringement of Citizenship.

“Whoever denies to any person except for reasons by law
applicable to persons of all classes and
U.S. Statutes At Large. regardless of any previous condition of
Ol ({*figgfrifr;fe;gg; Untouchability the full enjoyment of
and of March 1, 1875— any of the accommodations, advantages,
passed in the interest of facilities, privileges of inns, educational
the Negroes after their ;.4 4i0ns roads, paths, streets, tanks,
emancipation. . .
wells and other watering places, public
conveyances on land, air or water, theatres or other places
of public amusement, resort or convenience whether they are
dedicated to or maintained or licensed for the use of the public
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description
for a term which may extend to five years and shall also be
liable to fine.”

(B) Obstruction by orthodox individuals is not the only
menace to the Depressed Classes in the way of peaceful
enjoyment of their rights. The commonest form of obstruction
is the social boycott. It is the most formidable weapon in the
hands of the Orthodox Classes with which they beat down any
attempt on the part of the Depressed Classes to undertake any
activity if it happens to be unpalatable to them. The way it
works and the occasions on which it is brought into operation
are well described in the Report of the Committee appointed
by the Government of Bombay in 1928 “to enquire into the
educational, economic and social condition of the Depressed
Classes (untouchables) and of the Aboriginal Tribes in the
Presidency and to recommend measures for their uplift.” The
following is an extract from the same :—

Depressed Classes and Social Boycott

“102. Although we have recommended various remedies
to secure to the Depressed Classes their rights to all public
utilities we fear that there will be difficulties in the way
of their exercising them for a long time to come. The first
difficulty is the fear of open violence against them by the
Orthodox Classes. It must be noted that the Depressed Classes
form a small minority in every village, opposed to which is
a great majority of the orthodox who are bent on protecting
their interests and dignity from any supposed invasion by
the Depressed Classes at any cost. The danger of prosecution
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by the Police has put a limitation upon the use of violence
by the orthodox classes and consequently such cases are rare.

“The second difficulty arises from the economic position in
which the Depressed Classes are found to-day. The Depressed
Classes have no economic independence in most parts of the
Presidency. Some cultivate the lands of the Orthodox Classes
as their tenants at will. Others live on their earnings as farm
labourers employed by the Orthodox Classes and the rest
subsist on the food or grain given to them by the Orthodox
Classes in lieu of service rendered to them as village servants.
We have heard of numerous instances where the Orthodox
Classes have used their economic power as a weapon against
those Depressed Classes in their villages, when the latter have
dared to exercise their rights, and have evicted them from
their land, and stopped their employment and discontinued
their remuneration as village servants. This boycott is
often planned on such an extensive scale as to include the
prevention of the Depressed Classes from using the commonly
used paths and the stoppage of sale of the necessaries of life
by the village Bania. According to the evidence sometimes
small causes suffice for the proclamation of a social boycott
against the Depressed Classes. Frequently it follows on the
exercise by the Depressed Classes of their right to the use
of the common-well, but cases have been by no means rare
where a stringent boycott has been proclaimed simply because
a Depressed Class man has put on the sacred thread, has
bought a piece of land, has put on good clothes or ornaments,
or has carried a marriage procession with the bridegroom on
the horse through the public street.

“We do not know of any weapon more effective than
this social boycott which could have been invented for the
suppression of the Depressed Classes. The method of open
violence pales away before it, for it has the most far reaching
and deadening effects. It is more dangerous because it passes
as a lawful method consistent with the theory of freedom of
contact. We agree that this tyranny of the majority must
be put down with a firm hand, if we are to guarantee the
Depressed Classes the freedom of speech and action necessary
for their uplift.”
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In the opinion of the Depressed Classes the only way to
overcome this kind of menace to their rights and liberties is
to make social boycott an offence punishable by law. They are
therefore bound to insist that the following sections should
be added to those included in Part XI, of the Government
of India Act 1919, dealing with offences, Procedure and
Penalties.

1. OFFENCE OF BOYCOTT DEFINED
(1) A person shall be deemed to boycott another who—

(a) refuses to let or use or occupy any
This and the following 720use or land, or to deal with, work for
legal provisions are hire, or do business with another person,
bodily taken from . . .
. or to render to him or receive from him
Burma Anti-Boycott )
Act, 1922, with a few any service, or refuses to do any of the
changes to suit the sq;d things on the terms on which such
necessities of the . .
case. things should commonly be done in the

ordinary course of business, or

(b) abstains from such social, professional or business
relations as he would, having regard to such existing customs
in the community which are not inconsistent with any
fundamental right or other rights of citizenship declared in
the Constitution ordinarily maintain with such person, or

(c) in any way injures, annoys or interferes with such
other person in the exercise of his lawful rights.

1I. PUNISHMENT FOR BOYCOTTING

Whoever, in consequence of any person having done any
act which he was legally entitled to do or of his having
omitted to do any act which he was legally entitled to omit
to do, or with intent to cause any person to do any act which
he is not legally bound to do or to omit to do any act which
he is legally entitled to do, or with intent to cause harm to
such person in body, mind, reputation or property, or in
his business or means of living, boycotts such person or any
person in whom such person is interested, shall be punished
with imprisonment of either description which may extend
to seven years or with fine or with both.
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Provided that no offence shall be deemed to have been
committed under this Section, if the Court is satisfied that the
accused person has not acted at the instigation of or in collusion
with any other person or in pursuance of any conspiracy or of
any agreement or combination to boycott.

III. PUNISHMENT FOR INSTIGATING OR
PROMOTING A BOYCOTT

Whoever—
(a) publicly makes or publishes or circulates a proposal for, or

(b) makes, publishes or circulates any statement, rumour or
report with intent to, or which he has reason to believe to be
likely to, cause or

(c) in any other way instigates or promotes the boycotting
of any person or class of persons, shall be punished with

imprisonment which may extend to five years, or with fine or
with both.

Explanation.—An offence under this section shall be deemed
to have been committed although the person affected or likely to
be affected by any action of the nature referred to herein is not
designated by name or class but only by his acting or abstaining
from acting in some specified manner.

1V. PUNISHMENT FOR THREATENING A
BoycorTr

Whoever, in consequence of any person having done any act
which he was legally entitled to do or of his having omitted to
do any act which he was legally entitled to omit to do, or with
intent to cause any person to do any act which he is not legally
bound to do, or to omit to do any act which he is legally entitled
to do, threatens to cause such person or any person in whom
such person is interested, to be boycotted shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend
to five years or with fine or with both.

Exception .—It is not boycott
(1) to do any act in furtherance of a bona fide labour dispute,
(i1) to do any act in the ordinary course of business competition.

N.B.—All these offences shall be deemed to be cognizable
offences.
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Condition No. II1
PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION

The Depressed Classes entertain grave fears of
discrimination either by legislation or by executive order being
made in the future. They cannot therefore consent to subject
themselves to majority rule unless it is rendered impossible in
law for the legislature or the executive to make any invidious
discrimination against the Depressed Classes.

It is therefore proposed that the following Statutory provision
be made in the constitutional law of India :—

“It shall not be competent for any Legislature or executive
in India to pass a law or issue an order, rule or regulation so
as to violate the rights of the Subjects of the State, regardless
of any previous condition of Untouchability, in all territories
subject to the jurisdiction of the dominion of India,

(1) to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, and
give evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold and convey
real and personal property,

(2) to be eligible for entry into the civil and military
employment and to all educational institutions except for such
conditions and limitations as may be necessary to provide
for the due and adequate representation of all classes of the
subjects of the State.

(3) to be entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of the
accommdations, advantages, facilities, educational institutions,
privileges of inns, rivers, streams, wells, tanks, roads, paths,
streets, public conveyances on land, air and water, theatres,
and other places of public resort or amusement except for such
conditions and limitations applicable alike to all subjects of
every race, class, caste, colour or creed,

(4) to be deemed fit for and capable of sharing without
distinction the benefits of any religious or charitable trust
dedicated to or created, maintained or licensed for the general
public or for persons of the same faith and religion,

(5) to claim full and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings
for the security of person and property as is enjoyed by other
subjects regardless of any previous condition of Untouchability
and be subject to like punishment, pains and penalties and
to none other.
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Condition No. IV

ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION IN THE
LEGISLATURES

The Depressed Classes must be given sufficient political
power to influence legislative and executive action for the
purpose of securing their welfare. In view of this they demand
that the following provisions shall be made in the electoral
law so as to give them—

(1) Right to adequate representation in the Legislatures of
the Country, Provincial and Central.

(2) Right to elect their own men as their representatives—
(a) by adult suffrage, and

(b) by separate electorates for the first ten years and
thereafter by joint electorates and reserved seats,
it being understood that joint electorates shall not
be forced upon the Depressed Classes against their
will unless such joint electorates are accompanied
by adult suffrage.

N.B.—Adequate Representation for the Depressed Classes
cannot be defined in quantitative terms until the extent of
representation allowed to other communities is known. But
it must be understood that the Depressed Classes will not
consent to the representation of any other community being
settled on better terms than those allowed to them. They will
not agree to being placed at a disadvantage in this matter. In
any case the Depressed Classes of Bombay and Madras must
have weightage over their population ratio of representation,
irrespective of the extent of representation allowed to other
minorities in the Provinces.

Condition No. V
ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION IN THE SERVICES

The Depressed Classes have suffered enormously at
the hands of the high caste officers who have monopolized
the Public Services by abusing the law or by misusing
the discretion vested in them in administering it to the
prejudice of the Depressed Classes and to the advantage
of the Caste Hindus without any regard to justice, equity
or good conscience. This mischief can only be avoided by
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destroying the monopoly of caste Hindus in the Public Services
and by regulating the recruitment to them in such a manner
that all communities including the Depressed Classes will have
an adequate share in them. For this purpose the Depressed
Classes have to make the following proposals for statutory
enactment as part of the constitutional law :—

(1) There shall be established in India and in each Province
in India a Public Service Commission to undertake the
recruitment and control of the Public Services.

(2) No member of the Public Service Commission shall be
removed except by a resolution passed by the Legislature
nor shall he be appointed to any office under the Crown
after his retirement.

(3) It shall be the duty of the Public Service Commission,
subject to the tests of efficiency as may be prescribed,

(a) to recruit the Services in such a manner as will
secure due and adequate representation of all
communities, and

(b) to regulate from time to time priority in employment
in accordance with the existing extent of the
representation of the various communities in any
particular service concerned.

Condition No. VI

REDRESS AGAINST PREJUDICIAL ACTION
OR NEGLECT OF INTERESTS

In view of the fact that the Majority Rule of the future
will be the rule of the orthodox, the Depressed Classes
fear that such a Majority Rule will not be sympathetic to
them and that the probability of prejudice to their interests
and neglect of their vital needs cannot be overlooked. It
must be provided against particularly because, however
adequately represented the Depressed Classes will be in a
minority in all legislatures. The Depressed Classes think it
very necessary that they should have the means of redress
given to them in the Constitution. It is therefore proposed
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that the following provision should be made in the Constitution of
India :—

“In and for each Province and in and for India it shall be the
duty and obligation of the Legislature and the
British North Executiveorany other Authority established by Law to
America Act, makeadequateprovision fortheeducation, sanitation,
1867. sec. 93.  Locruitment in Public Services and other matters of
social and political advancement of the Depressed

Classes and to do nothing that will prejudicially affect them.

“(2) Where in any Province or in India the provisions of this
section are violated an appeal shall lie to the Governor-General in
Council from any act or decision of any Provincial Authority and to
the Secretary of State from any act or decision of a Central Authority
affecting the matter.

“(3) In every such case where it appears to the Governor-General
in Council orto the Secretary of State that the Provincial Authority or
Central Authority does not take steps requisite for the due execution of
the provisions of this Section then and in every such case, and as far
only as the circumstances of each case require the Governor-General
in Council or the Secretary of State acting as an appellate authority
may prescribe, for such period as they may deem fit, take remedial
measures for the due execution of the provisions of this section and
of any of its decisions under this Section and which shall be binding
upon the authority appealed against.

Condition No. VII
SPECIAL DEPARTMENTAL CARE

The helpless, hapless and sapless condition of the Depressed
Classes must be entirely attributed to the dogged and determined
opposition of the whole mass of the orthodox population which
will not allow the Depressed Classes to have equality of status
or equality of treatment. It is not enough to say of their economic
condition that they are poverty-stricken or that they are a class of
landless labourers, although both these statements are statements
of fact. It has to be noted that the poverty of the Depressed Classes
1s due largely to the social prejudices in consequence of which many
an accupation for earning a living is closed to them. This is a fact
which differentiates the position of the Depressed Classes from
that of the ordinary caste labourer and is often a source of trouble
between the two. It has also to be borne in mind that the forms of
tyranny and oppression practised against the Depressed Classes are
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very various and the capacity of the Depressed Classes to
protect themselves i1s extremely limited. The facts, which
obtain in this connection and which are of common occurrence
throughout India, are well described in the Abstracts of
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue of the Government
of Madras, dated 5th Nov. 1892, No. 723, from which the
following is an extract:—

“134. There are forms of oppression only hitherto hinted
at which must be at least cursorily mentioned. To punish
disobedience of Pariahs, their masters—

(a) Bring false cases in the village court or in the criminal
courts.

(b) Obtain, on application, from Government waste lands
lying all round the paracheri, so as to impound the
Pariahs’ cattle or obstruct the way to their temple.

(c) Have mirasi names fraudulently entered in the
Government account against the paracheri.

(d) Pull down the huts and destroy the growth in the
backyards.

(e) Deny occupancy right in immemorial sub-tenancies.

(f) Forcibly cut the Pariahs’ crops, and on being resisted,
charge them with theft and rioting.

(2) Under misrepresentations, get them to execute
documents by which they are afterwards ruined.

(h) Cut off the flow of water from their fields.

(1) Without legal notice, have the property of sub-tenants
attached for the land-lords’ arrears of revenue.

“135. It will be said there are civil and criminal courts
for the redress of any of these injuries. There are the courts
indeed; but India does not breed village Hampdens. One
must have courage to go to the courts; money to employ legal
knowledge, and meet legal expenses; and means to live during
the case and the appeals. Further most cases depend upon
the decision of the first court; and these courts are presided
over by officials who are sometimes corrupt and who generally,
for other reasons, sympathize with the wealthy and landed
classes to which they belong.
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“136. The influence of these classes with the official world
can hardly be exaggerated. It is extreme with natives and
great even with Europeans. Every office, from the highest to
the lowest, is stocked with their representatives, and there
is no proposal affecting their interests but they can bring a
score of influence to bear upon it in its course from inception
to execution.”

There can be no doubt that in view of these circumstances
the uplift of the Depressed Classes will remain a pious hope
unless the task is placed in the forefront of all governmental
activities and unless equalization of opportunities is realized
in practice by a definite policy and determined effort on
the part of Government. To secure this end the proposal of
the Depressed Classes is that the Constitutional Law should
impose upon the Government of India a statutory obligation to
maintain at all times a department to deal with their problems
by the addition of a section in the Government of India Act
to the following effect:—

“1. Simultaneously with the introduction of this Constitution
and as part thereof there shall be created in the Government
of India a Department to be in charge of a Minister for the
purpose of watching the interests of the Depressed Classes and
promoting their welfare.

“2. The Minister shall hold office so long as he retains the
confidence of the Central Legislature.

“3. It shall be the duty of the Minister in the exercise of any
powers and duties conferred upon him or transferred to him
by law, to take all such steps as may be desirable to secure
the preparation, effective carrying out and co-ordination of
measures preventative of acts of social injustice, tyranny or
oppression against the Depressed Classes and conducive to
their welfare throughout India.

“4. It shall be lawful for the Governor-General—

(a) to transfer to the Minister all or any powers or duties
in respect of the welfare of the Depressed Classes arising
from any enactment relating to education, sanitation,
etc.

(b) to appoint Depressed Classes welfare bureaus in each
province to work under the authority of and in co-
operation with the Minister.
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Condition No. VIII

DEPRESSED CLASSES AND THE CABINET

Just as it is necessary that the Depressed Classes should
have the power to influence governmental action by seats
in the Legislature so also it is desirable that the Depressed
Classes should have the opportunity to frame the general
policy of the Government. This they can do only if they
can find a seat in the Cabinet. The Depressed Classes
therefore claim that in common with other minorities,
their moral rights to be represented in the Cabinet should
be recognized. With this purpose in view the Depressed
Classes propose that in the Instrument of Instructions
an obligation shall be placed upon the Governor and the
Governor General to endeavour to secure the representation

91

of the Depressed Classes in his Cabinet.

“Dr. Ambedkar despatched some copies of this
Declaration of Fundamental Rights to his followers in
India, asked them to hold meetings in different cities
in support of the demands presented to the Minorities
Sub-Committee by the Depressed Class representatives,
and instructed them to send copies of the resolutions to
Ramsay MacDonald, stating that those demands were
the irreducible minimum for willing co-operation of the
Depressed Classes : otherwise they would not consent to
any constitution for self-government. Accordingly, a number
of wires poured into the office of the British Premier from
all parts of India.”?

Similarly, the provisions for a settlement of the
communal problem put forward jointly by Muslims,
Depressed Classes, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and
Europeans in the form of memorandum, was submitted to
the Minorities Committee. The text of memorandum reads
as follows : Editors.

1. Proceedings of the Sub-Committee No. III (Minorities) Pp. 168-176.
2:Keer, P. 153.
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“Provisions for a settlement of the communal
problem put forward jointly by Muslims, Depressed
Classes, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and
Europeans

Crams oF MINORITY COMMUNITIES

1. No person shall by reason of his origin, religion, caste or
creed be prejudiced in any way in regard to public employment,
office of power or honour, or with regard to enjoyment of his
civic rights and the exercise of any trade or calling.

2. Statutory safeguards shall be incorporated in the
Costitution with a view to protect against enactments of the
Legislature of discriminatory laws affecting any community.

3. Full religious liberty, that is, full liberty of bellief, worship
observances, propaganda, associations and education shall be
guaranteed to all communities subject to the maintenance of
public order and morality.

No person shall merely by change of faith lose any civic
right or privilege, or be subject to any penalty.

4. The right to establish, manage and control, at their
own expense, charitable, religious and social institutions,
schools and other educational establishments with the right
to exercise their religion therein.

5. The Constitution shall embody adequate safeguards for
the protection of religion, culture and personal law, and the
promotion of education, language, charitable institution of the
Minority Communities and for their due share in grants-in-aid
given by the State and by the self-governing bodies.

6. Enjoyment of civic rights by all citizens shall be
guaranteed by making any act for omission calculated to
prevent full enjoyment an offence punishable by law.

7. In the formation of Cabinets in the Central Governnment
and Provincial Governments, so far as possible, members
belonging to the Musalman community and other minorities
of considerable number shall be included by convention.

8. There shall be Statutory departments under the Central
and Provincial Government to protect Minority Communities
and to promote their welfare.
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9. All communities at present enjoying representation in
any Legislature through nomination or election shall have
representation in all Legislatures through Separate Electorates
and the minorities shall have not less than the proportion set
forth in the Annexure but no majority shall be reduced to a
minority or even an equality. Provided that after a lapse of
ten years it will be open to Muslims in Punjab and Bengal
and any minority communities in any other Provinces to
accept Joint Electorates, or Joint Electorates with reservation
of seats, by the consent of the community concerns. Similarly
after the lapse of ten years it will be open to any minority
in the Central Legislature to accept Joint Electorates with or
without reservation of seats with the consent of the community
concerned.

With regard to the Depressed Classes no change to Joint
Electorates and reserved seats shall be made until after
20 years’ experience of Separate Electorates and until direct
adult suffrage for the community has been established.

10. In every Province and in connection with the Central
Government a Public Service Commission shall be appointed,
and the recruitment to the Public Services, except the
proportion, if any, reserved to be filled by nomination by
the Governor-General and the Governors, shall be made
through such Commission in such a way as to secure a fair
representation to the various communities consistently with the
considerations of efficiency and the possession of the necessary
qualifications. Instructions to the Governor-General and the
Governors in the Instrument of Instructions with regard to
recruitment shall be embodied to give effect to this principle,
and for that purpose, to review periodically the composition
of the services.

11. If a Bill is passed which, in the opinion of two-
thirds of the members of any Legislature representing a
particular community affects their religion or social practice
based on religion, or in the case of fundamental rights of
the subjects if one-third of the members object, it shall
be open to such members to lodge their objection thereto,
within a period of one month of the Bill being passed by the
House, with the President of the House who shall forward
the same to the Governor-General or the Governor, as the
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case may be, and he shall thereupon suspend the operation
of that Bill for one year, upon the expiry of which period
he shall remit the said Bill for further consideration by the
Legislature. When such Bill has been further considered by
the Legislature and the Legislature concerned has refused to
revise or modify the Bill so as to meet the objection thereto,
the Governor-General or the Governor, as the case may be
may give or withhold his assent to it in the exercise of his
discretion, provided further that, the validity of such Bill may
be challenged in the Supreme Court by any two members
of the denomination affected thereby on the grounds mat it
contravenes one of their fundamental rights.

SPECIAL CLAIMS OF MUSALMANS

A. The North-West Forntier Province shall be constituted
a Governor’s Province on the same footing as other Provinces
with due regard to the necessary requirements for the security
of the Frontier.

In the formation of the Provincial Legislature the
nomination shall not exceed more than 10 per cent of the
whole.

B. Sind shall be separated from the Bombay Presidency
and made a Governor’s Province similar to and on the same
footing as other Provinces in British India.

C. Musalman representation in the Central Legislature
shall be one-third of the total number of the House, and their
representation in the Central Legislature shall not be less
than the proportion set forth in the Annexure.

SpECIAL CLAIMS OF THE DEPRESSED CLASSES

A. The Constitution shall declare invalid any custom or
usage by which any penalty or disadvantage or disability
is imposed upon or any discrimination is made against any
subject of the State in regard to the enjoyment of civic rights
on account of Untouchability.

B. Generous treatment in the matter of recruitment to
Public Service and the opening of enlistment in the Police
and Military Service.



z:\ ambedkar\vol-017\vol17-01-03.indd MK SJ+YS 10-10-2013/YS-19-11-2013 96

96 DR. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR : WRITINGS AND SPEECHES

C. The Depressed Classes in the Punjab shall have the
benefit of the Punjab Land Alienation Act extended to them.

D. Right of Appeal shall lie to the Governor or Governor-
General for redress of prejudicial action or neglect of interest
by any Executive Authority.

E. The Depressed Classes shall have representation not
less than set forth in the Annexure.

SprEcIAL CLAIMS OF THE ANGLO-INDIAN COMMUNITY

A. Generous interpretation of the claims admitted by Sub-
Committee No. VIII (Services) to the effect that in recongnition
of the peculiar position of the community special consideration
should be given to the claim for public employment, having
regard to the maintenance of an adequate standard of living.

B. The right to administer and control its own educational
institutions, i.e., European education, subject to the control
of the Minister.

Provisions for generous and adequate grants-in-aid and
scholarships on the basis of present grants.

C. Jury rights equal to those enjoyed by other communities
in India unconditionally of proof of legitimacy and descent
and the right of accused persons to claim trial by either a
European or an Indian Jury.

SprEciAL Cramvs Or THE EurorEaAN COMMUNITY

A. Equal rights and privileges to those enjoyed by Indian-
born subjects in all industrial and commercial activities.

B. The maintenance of existing rights in regard to procedure
of criminal trials, and any measure or bill to amend, alter
or modify such a procedure cannot be introduced except with
the previous consent of the Governor-General.

Agreed by—

HIS HIGHNESS THE AGA KHAN (Muslims),

DR. AMBEDKAR (Depressed Classes),

RAO BAHADUR PANNIR SELVAM (Indian Christians),
SIR HENRY GIDNEY (Angol-Indians),

SIR HUBERT CARR (Europeans).
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Explanatory Memorandum to the said
Memorandum

1. The suggested details for community representation
have not been agreed by the Hindus or the Sikhs, but the
full representation claimed by the latter in the Central
Legislature is provided for.

2. The proposed distribution of seats for the different
minorities constitutes a whole scheme and the detailed
proposals cannot be separated one from another.

3. This distribution of seats follows the principle that
in no case is the majority community to be reduced to the
position of a minority of even equality.

4. No representaion is provided for Commerce, Landlords,
Industry, Labour, etc. It being assumed that these seats
are ultimately communal and that communities desiring
special representation for these interests may do so out of
the communal quota.

5. The allowance of 33% per cent representation to
Muslims in the Central Legislature is based on the
assumption that 26 per cent shall be from British India and
at least 7 per cent by convention out of the quota assigned
to the Indian States.

6. In the Punjab the suggested common sacrifice by the
Muslims, Caste Hindus and the Depressed Classes, would
permit of a weightage of 54 per cent, being given to the
Sikhs, giving them representation of 20 per cent, in the
Legislature.

7. The proposals may be taken as being acceptable to
well over 115 millions of people, or about 46 per cent of
the population of India.” *

The British Premier tried in his own way to bring the Indian
delegates to a frame of mind for a settlement. The Premier’s
daugther gave a party to choice delegates. The Maharaja of Baroda,

*This appeared as appendix III in the original proceeding of the Federal
Structure Committee and Minorities Committee, Pp. 1394-99.
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Dr. Ambedkar, Sir Mirza Ismail, Jinnah, Tambe and few others
attended it. The British Premier took some of the delegates to
his country home at Chequers. They had a talk there relating
to the Indian problem, but there, too, they could not come to a
settelment.

The Minorities Sub-Committee submitted its report to the
Conference. The last paragraph of that report recorded that “the
Minorities and Depressed Classes were definite in their assertion
that they could not consent to any self-governing constitution of
India unless their demands were met in a reasonable manner.”

Like Joshi, Jadhav and Paul, Dr. Ambedkar dissented from
the proposals of the Franchise Sub-Committee as in their opinion
the proposals were inadequate, and they pleaded for immediate
introduction of adult franchise. In the written speech, which he
could not make for want of time, Dr. Ambedkar warned the British
Government that it would be betraying the Depressed Classes if
by limiting the franchise the Labour Government left them to