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‘Mr:_ Bottomley and'a
‘due.
this: week to return. from

the-slightest evidence that
Mr. lan Smith, the Premier,
given: up - acting ,as if

the. white : settler mmonfy-;’,‘l
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Smith- who :made ‘the ‘run-
ning. Upon his’ arrival Mr.
Bottemley: went out of his

with fhe assurance < that-

same camp..''fo. save” Afri-

Bottomley All it did . was. to’

to - fear. But the opposition of -
the: Afncans is::another story. -
|| Though  Joshua - Nkomg::and - -
of» other: African -
leaders are in" deétention, ‘no
ﬂ less than- 6,000 Africans ‘greet- .

ed Mr.: Bottomley’s arrival to.
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' . banned organisations--are in.
. - restriction or: detention. The
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~enca of a. much amore orgaa.“.
nised underground . national-
. ist organisation than had -
been. redlised.””’ (Guardian.

February 22, 1965)..
- Instead-. of insisting_upon’

Mr. Smith’s decision :that - the
meeting be held ~at Hippo

- Valley, 100 miles * from ' the

detertion camp and 400 mﬂes
from - Sahsbury IR

Thls was in stnkmg con- .
" trast to' the meeting near Sa-
lisbury, the. day before with-

600 “government-paid - chiefs
and -headmen™. .

“(Daily

dimost - a -~ week by

(Guardian, February 26th
1965). ., -

. Mr. Nkomo. made: it clear,

that the  Africans would have

" nothing: to-do with the -pre-
sent: Constitution"which. denies :
the vote o the: Affican majo; -
ity and-gives - ‘the": white " set-
- tler: mmonty the nght to -
govem RS ,

meeting Nkomo' at ~the “Gopass
~ kudzingwa ‘ camp;->where . 450_»-
.+ - African leaders ‘are in deten- |

-~ tion, “Mr. Bottomley and Lord-
Gardiner meekly agreed- -to

: .launched ‘2~
" series -of  almost: identical’ (to
‘those of ‘Mr. Smith), on the
" British - Govemmenf’
‘Telegraph, February 24, 1965). :
- As Nkomo' pointed out' next .
day to Mr. Bottomley: = " .
“*After - being:: drzlled" for
“Mr.
Harper (Minister- for- Inter=-
 nal- Affairs) théy-have acted
: exactly like -a-machine. They =~
“are mere gram0phone re-.
. .cords singing d-song- whose ;

k tion. ‘to- ﬁght for: Afncan ma- g i ‘meaning they do not know.”

-3s-sthese gun:men  who Mr,

“Unless’ vthls Cozz.stitutzbh_ :
" is scrapped and replaced by
a Constitution granting im:

mediate majority rule for the .~

good of dll, we see no end

<= 10 -the . political: crisis.”’

(Guardlan 260 Feb. 1965). -
This is the real issue which
faces Mr.- Bottomley and the -
‘Labour. Government. Mr. —Wll- :
son’s ultimatum.last October
against any unilateral decla-. .
ration of independence by Mr.

Smifh . (endorsed ‘by Sir Alec = '
“Douglas-Home) . did -nothing =~

. to change actual white settler
' '-',mmonty rile in ‘practice. " :
Mr. Smith has simply gone - . -

ahead and ‘acted as if Rhode-

“sia’ was already -independent.. - _
This is revealed- alsip?n the

trade agreement signed - with
‘Portugal (which also. .covers:

Portuguese colonies in Africa);-
" and. the” hint. of a mlhtary'

pact between them

o It seems clear that’ Mr
. Smxth’s strafegy is to -exer-;

~ tice by the white settler. mi-
~ nority without even: waltmg
for amy kind " of conshtu
- tional ‘sanction. -

Already durmg Mr: Bot-

'tomley s “visit it was announc-

ed in ‘the Rhodesian Parlia-=
ment :that" the - govemment- '

-paid chiefs and headmen have o

been-provided  'with guns “to,
deal’ with troublemakers”- It;”
Smith ‘claims, are the 'spokes-
men- of Afncan opinion! = !

What is even worse is that! -
it seems the- ‘Wilson: Govern-.

’ '.,ment is: equally fnghtened of |

African majonty rule in Rho- !

©7 - desiac It appéar$ to be taking
- L its cue from- the, - Financial -
S Times which pomted out that: -

The ‘UK. _can do nothmg .

. to-stop -Mr.--Smith" siezing

" independence ... For the Bri- -
tish Government ‘there is

_ -~ thus no _dlternative: for the -
e presem‘ byt 1o play for tzme R
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i seﬂlas.” LEE

cise_independence . in. prac- -

S woufd not: stand for the usé: !
.. of force agamst the whztes_' o

S i {February 22nd 1965) R
R It appears that ‘armed- ag-i -
,’-gmssmn against: the people of .
‘South’ 'Vietniam; ‘and ‘the use =~ - -
- of ‘Ascension*Island -for ‘US.. . "
LT “planes to carry mercenaries tor-;; s
kﬂl Afncans ?the Congo 1s T
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is quite in_ order. But’ whlte :

skms are sacred ! -

.~ Unless efféctive - stéps are
taken to change this situation, - °

the 200,000  white _settler” mi-
nority will continue to  rule .

over- four. million - Africans. .
The - Wilson- Govemment will

be faced: with Tising opposition
throughout the :Common-
wealth—whose: - Premiers” ‘at .
the London Conference last
July, put the: “following -. de-

-mands in thelr fmal statement , ,
| - over the continent: This poli-.
cy can - only lead 1o, dlsaster o

It 1s tlme for the Labour?
e and progressme movement:-in
Bntam -to-.put. -more: préssure. -
- on ithe - Wilson ‘Government. -

- before_ the -next conferénce’ of
Co;nmonwealth Premxers in

‘-f,[(1) Release’ of al, ‘4fncans’

3 from pnson : and

mg Constttutzo

(3) A new’ contztutwnal
- ““conference in ‘London,.

(2) Suspenszon of t _g.eﬁqst-f

representative of all. po- Tl
- litical .parties in_Rhode- .. .
.s'ta to frame @ new RS

C_om'tztutzon ba‘séd on. .
.. the principle of, Afrzcan :
ma]orzty rule L :

Last Fnday, even when
Bottom]ey and: Gardiner were -
‘still \in . “discussions”, - Jomo
Kenyatta re-affirmed: ‘that the.
-Organisation -of African” Unity.

(OAU), would -stand. by the =
demands put forward last July -

Wilson and Bottomley are de-. -
fying the wishes not only of .

Africans jn . Rhodesm, but all
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