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- Mr; Harold Wilsor -

' was Leader of the: Opposx B
~tion- he was most forthright in .- -

" condéemning ' the - Tories: for -
their failore to strive for “an -
agreed Commonwealth: solu- .~

tion” to.the’ problem of Rho
‘ dosla.

those - territories to ‘contro-

" their  own - destinies. We . .
- have bitterly. attacked the
'Southern Rhodes1an ‘Consti- .-

" “tution . for ' that, .and. a
- - Labour Government : would -
- therefore - ‘alter  it=wwe ve
© - made thaf very, very: plam
: (March 1963) .

NEW CONSTITUTION

T :ts autumn session that
- year the United Nations had -

demanded the suspension of -
the 1961 Constitution, and-a -

new constitution based on
African majority rule, . Mr.
‘Wilson then challenged Sir.
Aleo.- Douglas -Home. in : the

- Commons in these words:.-

. *Now. we must ask- »t_he

“This isi what he told the_-_j-
~.Commons over two years ago:
" “We have said that no con -
 stitution is.defensible whicl -
fails to allow the people of "

‘handling . of ., the

s at stake for
standmg

“world for him to evade this

_H.'M. Government will not
concede independence to

-;ént | constitution rejects, ‘the

prmerples N democratlc -

“government? In vrew of the
’ admrtted mabxlrty of ‘the

_ ' ~Governnient - to solve th1s
S problem

- will -he-tell us!
that he will convene a: Com-
‘monwealth Prime Minister’ s!
Conference for the purpose’
of an agreed Commonwealth |
“solution to " this problem"”
- (November, 1963)

Eight months later Sif- Alec
did convene a conférence of
Commonwealth Premieérs, talk-

ed a great deal about. “Afncan '
. advancement”; but refused. to
move. an- mch towards a solu- B}

',Prlme Mxmster to be utterly -

-unequivocal -about this:'de- -

mand be_has recerved Al
ready -our good name has .
been - besmirched - by. our

Céntral
.7 African. questlon Too much’
Br:tams
, in - Afrrca, in. the
" United Nations ‘and 'in the .

issue.- Will he’ give a clear
,and specific assurance- that "

Southern Rhodesia until a
- new"constitution is-in"foree
* -which accepts, ‘as -the. pre- .

tion in - Southem Rhodesra
'But he was forced to inchide
in the final conferenice report

the- overwhelmmg demarnd-of
the - Commonwealth Premiers "

“(which’ he’ promlsed to consi-
'der) that 1 2

: .‘(l] all ]Afncan polmca]
s :[pnsonersi be released

1961 Constxtutlon,
on’ Afncan ma]onty rule.

, Thls was in. Iuly 1964.
Three months later came the

General Election, .as.a “result’

- of ‘which- Mr. Harold Wilson

" became  Prime Minister, One -~ -
. was d1d not. develop satisfactorily

of his first declaratlons -was

against UD.L in Southern -

Rhodesia, with a strong warn-

- ing that Bntam would apply

sanctions’ in’ this event.

In June 1965 ‘there was
another conference of Com-
monwealth | Premiers, but Mr.

,W‘ilson.refused to go any fur-'

"(2) the suspenslon of the‘

(3) a new constrtutlon basec

by IDRIS C’OX

ther than the Tones towa.rds i
a solutlon for Southem Rho-- :

’desra

of “one man; one’ vote”; the
release -of ~African: prisoners,

‘the suspension - of - the 1961 -
- Constitution, and-a new con-
stitution - based ‘on . majority -

rule. They insisted that a new
_“constltlmonal conference - foi

this: purpose be held  within-
~ ‘three_months, before the end .
v ,Of September :

‘In the House .of CommOns"‘

on June 29, Mr.. Wilson ré-
: ported on his discussions with
Smrth, atid declared that:

. if these discussions

in a'reasonably speedy time,
 the: British - Government
~ would be ready to coisider
. promotmg a .constitutional
conference in-order to en-

~ sure  progress to  indepen-

dence on a basis accéptable

to the - -people of Rhodesia ...‘

Agam the Commonwealth'
Premiers urged the principle

dsa whole” " ey
(Ham'ard 29665)

The discussions were not
“saitsfactory”, but M. Wilson
did-nothing to convene a new
constitutional - conference. On

. the contrary, far from suspend- -

‘ng the 1961 Constitution Mr:.

- ‘Wilson had already committed

_himself- to the acceptance of
this ‘constitution as ‘the basis -
for mdependence ' :

DISCUSSIONS .
Thrs is ma,de clear in the

recent Government Blue Book
‘on the discussions between Mr.-

.'Smith and the British Govern- :

ment between November 1963

and November 1965.In 2 letter P

from Mr. Wilson to Mr. Smith,

"dated March 29, 1965, Mr.

Wilson m‘akes'clear '
What ‘the British - Govern-

ful transition to majority
: rule, the prmcrple of whrch

 Finance for

HOW '»to’ solve the problem

‘of amassing fands in

" building an - independent na-

" tional economy is a question
of great significance. The ex-

perience of the Government of

the Democratic People’s Repn-

- blic of Korea in solving thls

~ problem shows that it was in-
. dispensable to ~mobilize all

. internal reserves and po-.

‘tentialities, while steadily ex~

panding accumulation and

‘making a rational use ‘of the
- fonds procured. .
-~ Up to August, 1945 Korea

: remained a colonial, semi-feu-
" dal society subjected to Japa-

nese oppression. Hence, .in

order to build an independent .

national economy through the
maximum mobilization of its
infernal reserves, North Korea

-~ had to liquidate the economic
: -foundatlon of ‘the colonialists

.and the .feudal . relations of

- production in, the countryside

by using the people’s ‘state
 power as-a weapon and -esta-

blish new relations of produc- '
" belonged - to - the Japanese, 2
per cent to the other foreign-.
“ers and the remaining 5 per

_tron
- This consntuted not only an

- indispensable condition for 1i-

the reactionary

quidating

- forces, consqlidating” the peo- -

. . ple’s state power and giving
~ full play to-the creative wis-

dom of the masses of the

- working people, thereby open-

" 'ing up a wide avenue for the -
development of the produc-

- tive forces, ‘but ‘also a pre-

s .o 4o rvmm

- transport,

o
1
BE
e

by a Spécza]

fgr @ certarn pened of tlme

agnculture for- the funds-

- ip-daying" thé founda-

tron of an mdependent indus-

Along with the land reform,
nationalisation of “industry,
communications,
banks, commerce, and trading
orgamzatrons belonging to the

foreign imperialists was of

weighty _poli
portance

COLONIAL RULE

CO eeonomJe im

In the days of Japanese
colonial rule,- 93 per cent of
the. ‘total capital in Korea:

cent to the Koreans, = _
Such being the case, it was
impossible for the Koreans to

consolidate ' the people’s state -

power and- build an'indepen- .
dent national economy. so long
as the aftermath of the impe-
rialist' sway over Korea’s -eco-

¥ nomic hfe-lmes was not’ el:mr- .

cremba.Y -

activities, |

. pendent
- in’ North Korea .started on :
- full scale after the war (1953).

Korea.

-the natronal cap1tallsts pri-

vate traders and enterpreneurs
by encouragmg therr creetrve
The ant1-1mpenahst. anti-

feudal. democratic reforms

‘mentioned above were carried

out in 1946, thus preparing
the ground for building an in-
dependent national economy.
The construction of an inde-
national ‘economy

Under the
the country
troyed and
deteriorated

conditions where
was severely des-

the people’s life.
by the war, to

.build an_independent national

ecopomy was quite a hard
task for the people of North
Partrcularly difficult
was -the question of how to

_raise such a colossal sum of -
funds needed. ’

In this connectron mention
~ dous strength. As an illustra- -

must be made of the basic
line of economic construction

—a line of lgwmg priority to
" the growth. of heavy industry

whde srmultaneously develop-'

e 1 mlé . tradsvafeoer moved o walmot

“lized them

5 l“de'e“dent'
. Dpvalnpinent

’sonally v1sited factones, enter
..prisés and co-operative faims,

informing the working people
of the hard situation in. wh.?ch

-the .country was - placed, and

discussing with them to find-

ways and means to overcome

. the difficulties. :
The workmg 'feople who
came to realize the country’s .

situation set -about exploring

" reserves to. overcome a series

of difficulties by .unfolding a
mass movement for mcreased }
production.

The country placed faith m_ -

the-strength of the people, the -
- siderable ‘portion of consumer

makers of history, re relied ° on

them and organised and mobi- -
. overcome’ the .
. - state’ investment.

Hardshlps
MORE GOODS
- This brought forth tremen

tion ‘of this, we may cite the
policy ‘of the  simultaneous

“development of eentrally-con

trolled and  local mdustnes

et m ernm mm e amce e read e 1.

put and 59 per cent of the )
- output value of consumer !

- .goods.

" ment made in the field of in- |-
--. dustry as a whole, the mvest- 1
- ment in heavy mdustry in-

" during the Three-Year Plan
{1954- 1956) ‘to 82.6 per cent
" during the Five-Year Plan

‘same penod

" growth in the production of

37.7.and 34.9 per cent.

._-"chme-tool multiplying move-
" ment”. The rapid development.
- of industry demanded more

itg productmn capacity. .

Takmg the caprtal mvest-

creased from 81.1 per cent

(1957-1961), ‘whereas the in-
vestment in hght mdustry was -
reduced from- -18.9, per. cent
to. 17.4 . per eent durmg the

~This. notwrthsta.ndmg that
the average annual rate of

means -of production and -in.
consumer goods were 59.4

per cent and 28 per cent res- |-

pectively during the Three-
Year Plan period, the corres-
ponding figures -~ during the..
Five-Year Plan period bemg

In other words, the marked
growth of local industry made
it possible to- produce a con-.

goods ‘through its extended -
production without additional -

The same is true of the “ma-

and more machines. But at
that time there was a brg gp
between . the country’s de-

mand ‘for machine tools anc\lf ;

-"_'1s enshrined
: ‘_‘___;'Constrtuuon » (Blue Baak
L pS9)

( A Brztzsk wmter on Afrwan Affam) V ,.

-majority. rule be
- dence, as in this letter to Mr

" ment wish to sée i$ a peace- .

i.

the 1961

in this claim that the 1961

k *Constxtutron ,“enshrmes” the
. . principle
_under maA?nty rule. The ma-

.of - independerice

hnty of Africaps are not eligi

‘ble: to become “electors, and
-even_ if they. were, under the

constitution. they ‘could = get

‘only 15 seats against 50 for the

whlte settlers.

Mr. Smith also accepts the
peatedly stated on several
occasions . his }:posmon to

ore indepen

' 1961 Constitution, but h

‘Wilson: -
“Since it is our détermi-
" nation not to aceept indepen-

.. dence under majority’ rule

the. conclusion should
obvious.”
gggtober 18 Blue Baok p-

CLEAR WARNING

Thrs was a clear warning
that. Mr, Smith was on the
‘brink of declaring indepen-
denice for the white minority.
Instead of standing up to-this

enge Mr. Wilson flew to

- Southem Rhodesia for further

talks with Mr. Smrth, in the

-} course of which:"

© .“He reminded the Rhode-
. ‘sian Cabinet this was the

* - first occasion in modern .

history on which the United

" Kingdom Government had

Dbeen - prepared to contetn-
~ ‘'plate the grant of indepen.

-dence on.a basis of less'

. than majority rule.” -

" (October 29, Blue Book, p.

1 124.).

- Once again Mr erson had -

retreated, It was no longer
“majority rule before: :indepen-
dence” but ‘guaranteed an

unimpeded progress to majo-

‘tity rule” (Wilson broadcast, .
October 12). In other words,

it . was mdependence before
. ma;onty rule_ P

s "STATE OF EMERGENCY
) . lute
- confident he had-Mr. Wilson

So Mr. Smith was
on the run! The ‘plans had

" already been made to declare
" UDI, and a few days later
Mr. Smlth declared a “State

of ‘Emergency” in Southern
Rhodesia to crush any oppo-

" sition to this- plan On Novem-
ber .11 Mr. - Smith declared .

“independence”.

- In face of this open de- -
ﬁance what steps has Mr. Wil--
son taken? The Labour Gov-
- ermnment has imposed limited
- sanctions. These do not worry
Mr. Smith. Even the Finan- -
cial Times had to point out—

“that: :

“The Bntrsh Government :

" has not taken those steps
which. might have produced

immediate and - drastic re-

sults—it has not completely

frezen Rhodeuas London

",There S not 2 ‘word. of truth B

' i

i balanees, nor mterfered wrth

<" the' supply of  oil, . [written
" before the Bntlsh Govern~

ment was ‘obliged to impose

- oil sanctions.—~FEd.] nor im-
. posed a ‘general ban on ex-

ports"’
13. Il 65)

RESTRICI’ION |
in - trying to fnghten v Mz,

(F"’,“?’C,'al szes,

Smith during the talks in Salis-

bury Mr.. Wilson told him:.
“In particular, it ‘might

- uot long for a restric-
tion of oil supplies to inflict
serious damage on the eco-

" nomy.” (Blue Book, p. 114 -

But after Mr. Smith declar-
ed UDJI Mr. Wilon has
done his best to argue against

- oil sanctions. Even after ‘the

U.N: resolution on November

20 calling for sanctions it is

argued it Would take a long

time to have ° nsultatrons”-

with other countries.
Equally, Mr. .Wilson - is

‘opposed to the use of ‘military
force except against

“subver-

sion” and - a threat to *“law

and order”. Since the Africans’ °

in Southern Rbodesia have no
alternative to engage in ‘“‘sub-

“version” and to destroy the
“law and order” enforced by - -

Mr. Smith does this mean that.
Mr. Wilson is- only prepared
to use military force against.
the Africans? -

From all this it seems clear
that Mr. Wilson has not the
slightest - intention of taking
effective, steps to ensure Afris.

- can majority rule in Southerm .

Rhodesia. Sanctions are limits
ed to preserve “national
unity”” with the Tories. United
Nations resolutions are ignor+
ed, as they were by the Tories: -

Mr. Wilson: has nightmares -
about the prospect of the.

" “Red Army in Blue berets”.

becommg part of 2 UN. force

,in Rhodesia. In all his talks . .
m Sahsbury it was Mr. Wil< -

“som’, who emphasised that: -
. he fully shared Mr.
Smrth’s

. CommunIst Jinfluence - in
‘Africa.” (October 29, Blue‘
Book, p. 115.)

Even after UDI Mr. Wil

son made clear next day im

the Commons that on the pro-

posed “Royal Commission” to * .
recommend how to consult the =

people of Southern Rhodesia,
he had ‘conceded everythmg

- to Mr Smlth

PROPOSAL
“On the last outstandiné

point which ‘held up agree« =

_ment....~we made a propo«
“ral to the Rhodesian Gave

. ernment which would fully

_meet’ every demand ~they .
‘made.” (Hansard, 12.11.65)
This is how the “brave and -
courageous” Mr. Wilson has
given in to the fascist dictators.
in Southern Rhodesia! -
(With acknowledgements to “Coms
ment* a weekly review published
by the British .Communist Party)y

desire to countet .





